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Dr. Conrad Aveling worked on con-

~servation in Sumatra {orang utans),
- Rwanda and Zaire (mountain gorillas)

and Sudan before moving to central
Africa in 1992 to coordinate ECOFAC,

~ a program centred on protected areas
" in Congo, Gabon, Cameroon, Equato-

rial Guinea, Central African Republic

-and S8o Tome e Principe.

Don Cousins has had a iifetime in-

. terest in the great apes. He worked in

Twycross and Chessington zoos, and
in 1957 visited Gabon to look for goril-

- las. He has researched and published
~widely on the subject and was a friend
~and colleague of Dian Fossey.

Dr. Michele L. Goldsmith studied

‘the behavioural ecology of gorillas in

-+ -the Central African Republic.

“Parts inAfrica . 10'

- havioural ecology of goriitas in Bwindi.

-Due to recent rebel activity in the area,

" her new proiect examining the effects
‘of ecotourism has been put on hoid.

Since
1996 she has been studying the be-

Jacqui Groves began working with

. primates in 1991 with Pandrifius in Ni-
- geria.

In 1995 she returned to co-ordi-
nate the Pandrilius’ Camercon project,
the Limbe Wildlife Centre focusing on
the rehabiliftation of orphaned apes.
From 1997 she has worked with WWF
Cameroon completing a gorilla survey
in the Takamanda Forest Reserve.

Dr. Ursula Karlowski is engaged in

- rain forest conservation in eastern and

central Africa since 1988. At the mo-
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Dr. Angela Meder observed the
haviour and development of ca
lowland gorillas for 10 years.. To
she edits books about animals and
ture. Since 1992 she has been'pa af
the board of directors of Berggorilla
Regenwald Direkthilfe. :

Claude Sikubwabo Kiyengt
ducted a goritia survey in the'M
National Park from 1989 to 1992, an
in 1994 he took part in the gorilia ce
sus in Kahuzi-Biega National:
Since 1995, he has been workin
the ICCN (institut Congolais:po,
Conservation de la Nature) in Gon

Dr. Andrea B. Taylor is a Rése
Associate at the Department of
pology, California Academy . _
ences. She has a pariicular | ntere i
the anatomy and evolution ot th'
can apes. She has worked
postcranial anatomy of gorillas
currently studying the masticatory
paratus in the African apes.

Iris Weiche has worked witt
mates in the wild and in zo0S ¢
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her doctoral dissertation on’ female
gorillas in zoos. Since 1994-she:h
been active for the Berggorilia &
genwald Direkthilfe, and in May 19
she joined the board of directors.

Dr. Juichi Yamagiwa has stud
eastern gorillas since 1978, mainly
Kahuzi-Biega. He worked on ge
at Karisoke from 1981 to 1982
conducted extensive surveys atM
and Hebero from 1987 to 1991
promoted a cooperative research
ject on gorilias and ch;mpanzees _
Tshibati area. :

Dr. Liz Williamson began a :
of gorilias in Gabon in 1984. She
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Zaire and Cameroon in 1994 and 1
Currently she is Director of the
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Tourist Killings in Bwindi

About 100 armed men entered Uganda
from the Democratic Republic of Con-
go on March 1st to raid 3 tourist camps
in Buhoma, Bwindi Impenetrable Na-
tional Park. Buildings were looted and
set on fire, vehicles were burnt, and
17 people were kidnapped and iaken
into the forest. It seams likely that the
attackers had been told about the ex-

act whereabouts of the tourists by

Ugandans. After freeing some hos-
iages, the kidnappers hacked 8 tour-
ists to death with machetes (4 Britons,

2 Americans and 2 New Zealanders). '

One Ugandan, the Community Con-
servation Officer John Ross Wagaba,
was shot and his body set on fire.

It is not clear to which group the
murderers belong. They spoke Kisua-
heli, French and Kinyarwanda. Some
people described them as Interaham-
we, others as Hutu militia, They them-
selves said that they belonged to
the ALIR (Rwandan Liberation Army)
which has become notorious for their
numerous raids in northwesten Rwan-
da. Since the war in Rwanda, some
ten thousand Rwandan rebels, militia
and bandits are said to roam the for-

ests of eastern Congo and the Virunga

National Park. Afterwards, a group
calling itself NALU (National Army for
the Liberation of Uganda) claimed re-
sponsibility for the murders. This could
not be confirmed.

After the massacre, the rebels
forced a Ugandan to show them the
way back to the Congo. Ugandan and
Hwandan troops immediately took up
the chase. By the end of March, they
had killed 35 Rwandan rebels and cap-
tured 4. One of them confessed to
have participated in the Bwindi killings.

It is not certain that the rebels killed-

were actually involved in the massa-
cre. Troops were posted in Buhoma to
ensure security in the future. One
source reported that another 15 Bwan-
dan militia were killed 30 miles inside
Congo, at Kihiio, in May.

Uganda declared a month of mourn-
ing for the victims of the massacre.
Gorilla tourism was suspended during
that month. The tour companies using
the raided camps withdrew from south-
western Uganda and removed their
equipment from Buhoma.

Before the attack, tourisrs was

Uganda's second largest source of
. foreign currency after coffee expon.

The commumty_campground picnic banda shorﬁy before (left) and after the rebel attack

The Nyakagezi Group

Tourists can visit one habituated
gorilla group in Mgahinga Na-
tional Park: the Nyakagezi group.
in 1998 a baby was bormn, and
there was another baby in Janu-
ary 18999.

At the moment this group con-
sists of Bigino (silverback), Mari-
ko {silverback), Kaboko (aduit fe-
male with only one hand), Nyira-
mwiza (adult female), Munezero
{adult female), Magambere (juve-
nile}, Maffia {juvenile), Asndungu-
tse (born August 2nd, 1998), and
the baby born in January.

About 75% of the tourist money was
derived from gorilla tourism.

After the mourning, the parks were
re-opened on April 1st.  During April
82 tourists visited Bwindi and 47 visited
Mgahinga. Some 60 soldiers were
constantly present and worked to-
gether with the park staff. One gorilla
group (Nyakagezi) can be visited in
Mgahinga and 2 (Mubare and Habi-
nyania) can be visited in Bwindi. The
Nkuringo group in Bwindi Impenetrable

~ Photos: Sylvia Wiadarz (left), Martha Robbins (right)
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National Park continues to be habitu-

ated. Apparently, there have been nc

gorilla casualties from the attack.
Angela Meder

Help for Buhoma

After the terrible attack on the tourists,
conservation and developmental aid

joined together to repair the damage in

Buhoma as quickly as possible and 10
replace the iost material. The Berg-
gorilla & Regenwalid Direkthilfe imme-
diately mailed a call for donations fo
members and friends of our organisa-
fion. From this fund-raising appeai we
were able to transfer US$ 1,500 for the
re-building of the burnt huts ¢of the com-

equipmert from our storage, .y
several thousand USS$. E

The campground at Buhoma:j
erating again and Mitchell Keiver, th
Field Officer for HGCP (Internation
Gorilla Conservation Programms)
Kabale, told us on June 9th that

organisations working in the region munity campground. In addition, we repair of the picnic banda has siared

- they need from there.

- into the Virunga National Park in Congo. Soon, other parks asked for equipment as well. By now, the rangers of
. the following areas have received material from our storage: Mt. Tshiaberimu (Virunga National Park, Congo

~urgently needed. Therefore we want to continue io supply the storage and employ a Ugandan to administer it.:

- Now Qur Storage Has to Be Replenished

-~ moment, our supplies are almost depleted. Donations of money and materials are needed to replenish
. supplies with good-quality equipment appropriate for the difficult fieid conditions — particularly gumboots (o
- bought in Uganda}, warm and durable clothes, rain gear, backpacks, sleeping-bags and tents. In the futun

- save.money-on transportation, we intend to buy as much as possible locally. Small donations of material ar
__5;:_wel(:0me {by’_ arrangement), but we usually need large quantities of identical pieces of equipment to strengthé the
.- team spirit of the rangers. We therefore are particularly interested in contacts with manufacturers or dealers:

"*-'Pléas'é hel'pii_'ﬁs_t'o re'iﬁienish our ranger supplies!

. Berggorilla & Regenwald Direkthilfe
.- ¢/o Rolf Brunner
| Lerchenstr. 5 ey

45473 Muelheim, Germany = | .

{1 Stadtsparkasse Muelheim "

. Bank cods number 362500 00

_ For questions or donations of material, contact
.. Iris Weiche, phone and fax: +49-7071-31805

Equipment for Rangers

For many years, the Berggorilla & Regenwald Direkthilfe has provided the rangers of the national parks protecting
mountain gorillas with clothes and equipment which they require to go on patrois. Without this equipment, they
cannot protect the gorillas and their unigue habitats. In order to distribute the urgently reguired materials as quickly.
and directly as possibie, we decided to set up a storage in Uganda. By arrangement, the rangers can receive wha

In September 1998, the first material, largely donated, went to Uganda. At the same time the first requést

arrived. Even before the equipment was transported to its destination in Kisoro, part of it was already on its way’

Kahuzi-Biega National Park {(Congo), Sarambwe {Congo}, Mgahinga Gorilla National Park (Uganda) and Bwi
Impenetrable National Park (Uganda). The equipment mainly consists of clothes, rain gear, backpacks, sieeping::
bags and tents. We are very happy about the positive response because it proves that we offer exactly what i

Clothes wear out quickly when rangers frequently go on patrols, and new clothes are constantly needed. A th

Account nimber 353 344 315
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Acute Danger for the
Yirunga Park

The rangers and the administration of
the Virunga National Park as a whole
naed our support now.

The situation is serious. Ag it is
sasier for Claude Sikubwabo to travel
to Uganda than for us to enter the
Congo, we met him in Kisoro, During a
long conversation, he described the
ourrent situation of nature conservation
in his country.

The Virunga National Park can no -~

longer be protected effectively and

is therefore severely threatened. .

The park urgently needs support,
aspecially for the gorillas whose
- number has already been reduced.
The rangers and their superiors
don't receive any salary or any other
- form of support. There are several
military posts in the park. As the
soldiers don't always receive their
salaries either, they take to poach-
- ing. They also cut trees to make
charcoal which is sold in the vil-
lages. The rangers are heipless
as their weapons were confiscated
. when Kabila came to power. All we
carn do at the moment is to fry to
inform the military and the poiitical
decision-makers about the prob-
lems of the national park and in-
crease their awareness.
If nothing is done, the gorilas will
certainly vanish. However, it is not
- only this sensitive species which
needs protection: the park's whote
ecosystem is under threat. Having
declared the Virunga National Park
a UNESCO World Heritage Site
--in 1978, the international communi-
‘ty has recognized its outstanding
“value,

save the park. R
-Recently, a poacher was: caught

- with 1,050 kg of hippopotamus

‘meat: . This illustrates the fact that

Beni *

.
Butembo

Kt Tshiaberimu g
DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLIC
OF CONGO

Eastern RWANDA

Now, at a time of severe -
--threat, the involvement of the inter- -
“national community is requrred to

a Virunga Volcanoes

Parc National des Virunga

the threat extends to all the animals
in the park. Without salary and
other forms of support, some rang-

- ers leave thelr posts; those who stay
~vannot go on patrols. Therefore we
are very grateful for the support of
- the Berggorilla & Regenwald Direkt-
- hiffe for the Sarambwe and ML
Tshiaberimu. rangers. The DFGF
(Dian Fossey Gorilia Fund) has also
-helped with USS 25,000 for the

" whole park.. However, this is stilf not

sufficient for a park with an area of
800,000 ha, administered by ap-
proximately 750 people, 700 of

. whom are rangers.

Currently, the government cannot
do anything for the park. However,
financial support from the inferna-
tional community might encourage
the government fo contribute some-
thing as well. For example, if the
rangers had their weapons returned
and received their salaries, they
could be sufficiently motivated fo
resurne patrols in the park.

'  do want to emphasize that many
rangers have stayed on duly even
though they have no longer received
a salary or rations. As soon as they
are pald a salary, they can further
protect the park by going on palrols.
If every European could give just
US§ 2, we could perhaps save the
park the unique ecosystems in the
Virunga National Park, fo save its
biodiversity and the mountain goril-
las. In this situation, we need a lot of
support from all sides: the Congo-
lese government, foreign govern-
ments, NGOs and individuals. We
want everybody to be invoived in the
protection of our national park.
in December 1998, all parties re-

sponsible for the southern sector of the
Virunga National Park met to develop
an overview of the situation in view of
the crisis. In the Mikeng area, 4 out of
5 posts are still guarded. In the Nya-
mulagira area, 8 posts out of 13 are still
guarded. In both areas, the park
boundary is not respected. “"Uniform-
ed” persons are invoived in poaching,
trees are cut, especially in the Nyamu-
lagira sector, to make charcoal and for
other purposes. There are 104 rangers
responsible for the two areas, but at
the moment they are essentially pow-
erless. Financial and material support
for the rangers and their superiors in
the CCN ({Institut Congolais pour Ia
Conservation de fa Nature) would help
to protect the biodiversity of the park. It

5 Gorilia Journal 18, June 1999




could aiso demonstrate the park’s sig-
nificance to the current political deci-
sions makers in the region.

In January, { was able to hand over
equipment for the rangers of Sa-
rambwe donated by the Berggorilla &
Regenwald Direkthilfe to Claude Si-
kubwabo. This eguipment inciuded
sleeping bags, backpacks, tents and
other items. He also received a com-
puter for his scientific work {on M.
Tshiaberimu among other areas) and
. U85 400 advance funding for a study

“on Mt. Tshiaberimu which he will start
in August. This is a start, but in view of
the crisis which Claude Sikubwabo
Kiyengo has described so clearly, our
invoivement continues to be required.

Ursula Karlowski

:'Mt. Tshiaberinﬁu: News
from Vital Katembo

‘At the moment the Mt. Tshiaberimure-
gion is protected by 22 rangers. Since

‘April 1998 the area is under permanent
control. However, this does not ensure

" .consgervation; the farmers have io be
“infegrated and they must have & ben-
-efit from the park, ctherwise the en-

-~ croachment will continue.

. .- The largest gorilla group (8 animals)
“ig visited almost daily. There is also a
“group with 3 members which is often
-ranging near the large group, a group

. :with 6 individuals, and 4 solitary males.

-Vital Katembo delivered the equip-
“ment provided by the Berggorilla &
‘Regenwald Dirékthilfe 10 the rangers;

he told:us that it was not easy to get it
‘there. - The Mt Tshiaberimu project
“funded by DFGF UK has a pick-up now
“which. makes the work easier.

" Current Situation in the
”'_Sarambwe Forest

.';'Fro anuary until. mid-l\f!arch thls

.year Sarambwe ‘was very unsafe due-

i ‘s-f -*edﬁna--uo‘@ﬁw5-1 8, June 1999

1o Interahamwe raiding villages in the

Democratic Republic of Congo on the
Congolese/Ugandan border. In the be-
ginning of March, they killed 9 pecple
in Buhoma. Fellowing this incident, the
Ugandan army searched the impen-
etrable Forest and Mt. Sarambwe for
the rebels. With the help of park rang-
ers, the rebels were followed intc the
eastern sector of the Virunga National
Park up to the Nyarufunzo Forest and
to the right shore of the Rutshuru river.
At the moment, the situation in
Sarambwe is reasonably quiet,

Since April 8th, 1998, the equipment
donated by the Bergorilla & Regenwald
Direkthilfe has been wansferred to
Sarambwe in cooperation with Con-
servateur Shabaniu Kambale who
manages the Domaine de Chasse of
Rutshuru and Sarambwe. Al the
equipment that has been taken from
the storage at Kisoro arrived in Sa-
rambwe. The IGCP will take care of
the remaining material in Kisoro and
transport it to Buhoma, only two hours'
walk from Sarambwe, where the Sa-
rambwe rangers will coliect i

Claude Sikubwabo Kiyengo

UGANDA

The location of Sarambwe

News from Kahuzi-Biega

I visited Bukavu on April 5-8th.:
GTZ {(German aid organization) pi
is suspended at present, except:
suppotting the Kahuzi-Biega Natio
Park staff by a small-scale fund.

All the people of Kahuzi-Biega Na
tional Park are weil (nobody: wa
jured or killed}. They have nottet
their salaries from Kinshasa since [a:
August when the rebels occupied thi
region, Until the end of March 199
park staff could not enter the park
border at Tshivanga has been ¢
until now, s0 no peopie and no:{o
were lransporied from Bunyak
Walikaie. Local people have suffe
very much from the shortage of g
for daily use and the lack of camm
cation.  Although the front. line
moved to the far west, some’lnte
hamwe and Mai-Mai are still rang
the forest. Heavily armed soidiers
prolecting Tshivanga.

However, people say that
poaching activity is not high, bec_
poachers are afraid to use guns:
like during the previous war.
poachers killed hundreds of elepha
they now are only targeting smaﬂ
mals using snares.

At the end of March the-;fi{a'h
Biega National Park resumed mon
ing the 4 habituated gorilla: groups.
Teams consisting of a guide and
eral trackers visit each gorilla:
every day. However, since the
never contacted the gorillas
8 months, it was very d;?f:cuitf ]
to find the groups.

Until Aprit 7th when | \nsrt
vanga, they had only found 2 group
(Nindja and Maheshe). The M
muka and Mubalala groups wer
located where they had been.
Since Mushamuka died in Apri
all the females and their depers
fants had moved together um
summer. However, it is possibh
they have dispersed to transfer.




The conservator (right), guides and trackers of Kahuzi-Biega National
Park when they were visiting the Nindja group with Juichi Yamagiwa

groups. This may result in a coliapse
of the Mushamuka group.

| visited the Nindja group. When |
had seen the group for the last time in
February 1998, it had consisted of
11 females, 5 juveniles and 5 infants.
According to John Kahekwa (a guide),
the number of females had decreased
to 9 at-the end of July 1998. Robert
Mulinbi (another guide) told me that he
had counted 13 nests when he had
found the Nindja group.at the end of

‘March 1999. 1t is the reasonable figure
of nest buildérs including large juve-.

However, he counted 19 nests -
on April 6th..~He also-found: a long

niles.

‘white hair in a big nest'on the ground.
. means that.several dgulis including

atleast one s;lverback had ;omed the

group::
_ Dumg my ws;t on Apnl 7th E coun’r-
ed -again 19. nests and ‘observed -a
young silverback (hss_ estimated -age:
12-14 ‘years) charging us.” We" also

Photo: Juichi Yamagiwa

observed several unhabituated fe-
males. Females of the Nindja group
looked shy probably because they
have lacked contacts with us, but did
not attack us as the untamed females.
It seems likely that the Nindia group
moved together with another group led
by a young silverback. This is delight-
ful newst!

According to John Kahekwa, all the
members of the Maheshe group have
been found welt as before.

My study groups of both geritlas and
chimpanzees have been monitored pe-
riodically at Tshibati. The gorilla group

“has lost its leader male and has split
" irto 2 groups recently. Since Mai-Mai
- people still appear within the study site,

my research team could not resume
field works in the forest. Only the moni-

“toring and the phenological survey

{botany and climaiology) are going on
at present.
Juichi Yamagiwa

Activities of the GTZ/ICCN
Project

The GTZ's involvement in Kahuzi-
Biega will be continued, but the budget
has been reduced drastically. in 1889,
the rangers will be paid by the project,
but many other things are lacking, for
exampie equipment, We therefore of-
fered material from our storage to the
Kahuzi-Biega rangers.

The park station was looted com-
pletely during the war. However, it was
possible to save most of the project's
remaining equipment, including the ve-
hicles, when the war started in August
1998. This helps the rangers now to
continue their work.

Since March the situation in Kahuzi-
Biega National Park has improved a
little. The Mai-Mai left the oid park
sector and therefore the rangers were
able to resume their patrols. During
these recent pabrols they found the
mandible of a silverback male gorlia
near Kasirusiru, | is possibie that it
belongs to a former member of the
Mubalaia group because this group
lived in the area. There are also pesi-
tive news: The local administration
supports the park and wants to stop
cattle ranching in the narrow corridor.

During a meeting in April, the or-
ganizations involved discussed the
conservation of the 4 World Heritage
Sites in eastern Congo — the National
Parks Kahuzi-Biega, Virunga and
Garamba as well as the Okapi Faunal
Reserve in the huri Forest. All those
sites are critically endangered, espe-
cially because poaching has increased
and the surveillance has collapsed.
The UNESCO promised US$ 250,000
to cover the most urgent costs. it is
planned to secure the funding in the
future by a trust fund. Important activi-
ties would include the support and
training of the rangers, improved moni-
toring etc.

Summary of information provided by

Guy Debaonnet
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Kahuzi-Biega National Park. At the moment only the old (eastern) part'

is accessible.

Another Study for Kahuzi-
Biega

Mbake Sivha, who has been carrying
out research on gorilias and chimpan-
zees with our support, is now carrying
out another study to improve the con-
servation of the Kahuzi-Biega National
Park. She uses funds from the Barg-
gorilla & Regenwald Direkthilfe for this
research.

The aim of this new study is to re-
duce the hurnan pressure on the park’s
resources and io determine whether
these resources can be suppiied other-
wise, ltis planned to
— identify animal and plant species
used by the human population,
~ determine how each species is
used, beth in terms of quality and
guantity,

— identify other areas outside the park
where these forest producis also
oCour,

— arrive at a strategy for the protection
and sustainable use of these re-

8 QGorilla Journal 18, June 1999
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sources in order 1o make them avail- -
able to the population Hving close to
the park. }tis especially planned to use
the knowledge of indigencus peoples
such as the Twa.

The study is conducted in the area
along the road between Kaisie and
Tshibati (at the eastern part of the -
park), as this is the only accessible -
region at the moment. Five villages are
included, two of which are pygmy- vil-
lages. Most pygmies depend on'the
resources of the park. They exert.a
pressure which should not be under-
estimated. In general, they don't own -
land and only a small number of them:
earn a salary as guides in the park. =

The study puts special emphasis on
women because in traditional Affican’
culiure they play an important role in-
the utilization and protection of natural
resources.  Unfortunately, this has
changed with the switch from subsigt-
ence o market economy.  Conse-
quently, the women are now forced to .
destroy the local resources to obtain

"‘--'cash

: 'Le'-.Gonlle

- For several years the GTZICON | Bro-
- ject has produced: Kacheche, a news-

- lations living close 1o the Kahuzi-Biegs

1 - National Pa?k'“an'd" will-be- distribute

- twice .per:year.’

: "-prowde mformatron about the activities

i the park; discuss the' cooperation ©

| the park administration and the popula
-[iion and: feature an animal.

wh:ch an many cases is still nat

A New Publ__tcat:on' '

‘paper for éhildren about nature conse
vation: and: the national parks in easi-
em Congo ~Now - the Kahuzi-Biegs
Natioial Park s'starisng & new publics-
tion; fe Gorille.. It is targeted at popu-

It will; for examp

- Each issua of Le Gorille will be

- printed in 20,000 copies that can reach:

-about 200,000 people who live close

~the eastern part of the park. The popu-

lation will also be involved in its pro-
duction and distribution. It is not yat

certain how this project witl be funded.
In any case, the Berggorilla & Regen-
wald Direkthilfe will support it.

- PARC NATIONAL DU KAHUZI-BIEGA




News from Karisoke

There have been enormcus improve-
ments in security in the northwest of
Rwanda since iast year, and the Kari-
soke Director is now back in Ruhengeri
5-6 days each week. With peace
comes poaching, and trackers are en-
countering large numbers of antelope
and buffalo snares in the park. As yet,
we are unable to operate anti-poaching
patrols, however, these should be
operational within a few weeks.

The gorillas are visited, on average,
once a week. The research groups are
thriving and there have been 4 more
births since January. We hope that we
wilt soon be monitoring all 3 groups
7 days each week, as the trackers
completed 45 days of intensive training
in June. Karisoke staff were trained
together with ORTPN (the National
Park Authority) guides and rangers in
preparation for the reopening of the
Parc National des Voicans in July.

With help from the IGCP, the
Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Centre
and the Nyungwe Forest Conservation

Project, Pascale Sicotte ‘and Liz Wil
liamson of the DFGF Internationai or-
ganised a two-day meeting on "Re-
search As a Tool in the Management
and Conservation of Protected Areas
in Bwanda" in Kigali in January. The
invited speakers included Amy Vedder
and David Watts.

Liz Williamson .

A Karisoke Reunion

After the meeting in Kigale, research-

ers whe had worked in Karisoke had
another appointment — they met in
i.eipzig, Germany, in the Max Planck
Institute for Evolutionary Anthropoiogy.
Martha Robbins and Pascale Sicotte
had organized this reunion, and al-
though | had never worked in Karisoke,
1 was invited as a guest too (thanks
again to Pascale and Martha, to the
MPI and to DFGF).

Christophe Boesch, who hosted the
meeting, presented wvery interesting
resuits on the reproductive strategies
of chimpanzees, but after that, Kari-
soke was the absolute focus. All the

‘iu‘? e
Eod

Rwandan gorilla

Drawing: Chisato Abe

participants - who “talked - about ~nhew
research results had worked. there or
analyzed material from there. The
themes ranged from conservation (Liz
Williamson .- and . Andréw :Plumptre),
health {Antoine Mudakikwa), .ecology -

(Alistair McNeilage), - genetics (Oliver

Ryder; Linda Vigilant), social relation-
ships: (Alison Fletcher, Kelly :Stewart,
Martha:  Robbins, Pascale" . Sicotte),
reproduction (Nancy- Czekala, Netzin
Gerald-Steklis) . and “food processing
skills- {Richard. Byrne} to communica-
tion (Dieter Steklis)..-As.an exception,
Diane Doran compared the socioeco-
logy of Karisoke gorillas with that of
lowland gorilias, and Juichi Yamagiwa
referred about the demography of the
habituated gorillas in Kahuzi-Biega
which seems to be very different from
that of their Virunga conspecifics.

The meeting was very familiar, re-
laxed and inspiring. 1t is planned to
publish a book with the contributions.

Angela Meder

Tourists Can Visit the
Gorillas Again

During May, the rangers and-
guides of the Parc National des
Volcans were trained {o prepare.
them for the reopening of the
park for tourism after 2 years of
closure caused by the war(s). On-
June 15th, gorilla tourism will be -
_started again according to a
Reuters press release. Each
- tourist group will be accompa--
nied by armed rangers and:
guides. _ B '.
Two gorilla groups can be vis- '
ited — Suza and Sabinyo — and -
another one, Amahoro, is still be- -
ing habituated. According to a:
BBC articte, one gorilia visit will
cost USS 250 per person; 8 tour-
ists will be altowed to visit each
gorilla group for 1 hour per day.

9 Gorilla Journal 18, June 1999



Exploitation of Great Ape
Body Parts in Africa

Ethnic medicine in Africa can be di-
vided into two broad categories: herbal
medicing and medico-magico prac-
tices where plant and animal parts {in-
cluding sometimes human remains)
are used for or against black magic,
ujy, etc., and also in religious cuits and
festivals. Success for the first depends
on choosing the plant with the right
chemistry to inhibit pathogens that
cause illness, while success for the
second depends on traditional super-
siitions and deep beliefs,

Both the gorilla and the chimpanzee
petvade the superstitious beliefs, leg-
ends and folklore of indigenous ethnic
groups throughout equatorial Africa.
Often the relationship between man
and pongids appears paradoxical and
complex. For example, natives of the
Lac Télé region of northern Congo-
Brazzavile deliberately hunt gorillas
and chimpanzees for food, but when
not hunting the animais they regard
them as guardians of the jungle lair of
the gods, leaving them offerings of
food whenever they meet them in the
forest (Nugent, 1993).

In Cameroon some Africans believe
that wicked people turn into gorillas

during the night to destroy their neigh-
bours' crops out of spite, while others
consider old solitary. male gérillas as a-
reincarnation of a ‘particular viltlage
headman transformed 1o protect -the

village fields against real:-gorillas.. it is
relevant that in other societies (includ-
ing industrialized ones}-that-de not
have the benefit of apes as neigh-
bours, supernaturat beings are created
that display either good-or evil intent..
Many Africans who kill and eat goril- .
las and chimpanzees respect-thém for
the qualities they themselves endow
the apes with, be it strength; tourage
or intefligence. It is. the transference

of physical or mental ab;iltles that is

desirable.

Anatomical parts of gormas and
chimpanzees are utilized in three prin-.
cipal areas of medico-magico prac-
tices: iransmission of power, protection
from evil influences, and. healing and
sexual potency. Throughout the whole
distribution area gerilla fingers repre-
sent strength (it is the powerful hands
of gorillas that are used in attacks), and
they are highly coveted. Sometimes
they are mixed with plants and other
animal parts such as snake head and
chameleon (Bouguet, 1969), but more

often they are simply dried and pow- .- are. éxploited. for ‘more sinister pus-

- poses.’ Throughout the Virunga Volca-

dered and boiled in water for bathing a

- result if the borne of a gorilla is put on

“sickly it is not the fetish that is at faul:

Linfluences -is also- important.
.skulls are hung over the doors of wi
“lage headmen, or in nearby trees

-particutarly when they are asleep &

‘new-bom “human: infant. this confer-

ring the gorilta’s strength (Linden &
Nichols,: 1992). Villagers living in the

- vicinity of the -Dja. Reserve in south
* eastern'Cameroon believe that a vigor-

ous . child - Wwill. be conceived i
mether affaches a-gorilla digit o |
hips;-while a similar effect is thought &

plate, or-if-a gorifia digit is attached

~around the child's hips (Prescott et al..
~1993/94).

So:deeply entrenched a1
these beliefs that even if the child i

but rather the ambivalent spirit of
particular gorilla because i refused o
surrender its strength.

: The use-of ape parts as protective
Gork

protect them from malevolent spi

most vulnerable. In parts of Cameroon
gorilla hair is employed to protect land-
owners from the spells of sorcerers, or
to protect their fields from sorcerers
who may try 1o steal the fertility of &
plantation to the benefit of their own
fields (Prescot! et al., 1993/94),

Sometimes the organs of animals

"_noes Twa pygmy hunters have killed

Gorilla distribution
area

National border
Rivar

Pygmy peoples

Cther peaptes

African peoples mentioned in the articles about the use of gorillas
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; gorittas.” part!cuiarly sitverback males,
i order 1o remove their testicles, ear
: _'._1obes tongues and toes for “sumi’

" (poison or: black magic).

] _Z the potioris are believed to either kill or

| induce: virility dependmg on the amount
._._used (Fossey pers. comm.).

Apparently

Nigerian ‘subsistence  farmers use

_'_':gon{ia penis as-a drug for prevention
. -against poison;, whlle the left arm of a
S chlmpanzee is empioyed to invoke
| witches.

_jgorzEla borze Aand: chrmpanzee penis as

| aphrodisiacs - and for male potency
-(Acfeoia 1992)

These farmers-also expioit

In some: reglons skeietal parts of

apes are much sought after, particu-



- Jarly-in healing practices. - The Yombe
of Cabinda, northern Angota, attribute
supematural powers 1o the gorilia,
which they frequently hunted for skei-
etal parts to prepare their "malingoes”
-or healing remedies (Liz Ferreira et al.,
1945). Likewise, the Niombe of the
Lac Tumba region of D. R. Congo prize
“highly the iimb bones of pygmy chim-
‘panzees as medicine which is consid-
- ered effective in promoting physical
- strength. Curiously, this belief extends
“only to the bones of the right arm
" {Nishida, 1972). Local inhabitants of
. the Korup district, West Cameroon, uti-
" lize chimpanzee bones for therapeutic
purposes. The bones corresponding
10 the injured part of the patient are
= boiled in water and the liquid applied to
“ the skin (Prescott et al., 1993-1994}.
- When Sanderson (1937) skinned an
adult male goritta killed by local huniers
in the Assumbo area of Cameroon, the
- people ate the flesh of the animai but
used some of the internal organs for
uju. Part of the infestine was used as
- amedicine for stomach pains.
" The idea that diseased parts of the
- human body can be cured through the
use of corresponding parts of the ape
body is interesting. In the past, herbal
- medicine in some countries was based
. onthe principle that plants exhibiting a
“ roughly simiiar shape to human organs
were curative agents for those organs
when they became diseased. Of
course, such fetichism is not the sole
domain of the African, but is found in
many paris of the world, particularly in
the Far East. Nugent (1983) relates
that in the market in Kinshasa, gorilla
fingers, hands and internal organs,
which are coveted by the Chinese and
Koreans for their supposed curative
powers, are sold; gorifia fingers feich
© USS 50 apiece.
While fetish hunting does not in it-
~'self pose a serious threat to the sur-
vival of the African apes, it is clear that
- the exploitation of ihe body parts of
apes for medico-magico practices is

widespread and is embraced by many
ethnic groups. Humans have been
hunting apes for one reason or another
for a very long time. Excavations in the
Shum Laka rock sheiters near Ba-
menda, Cameroon, revealed skeletal

fragments of chimpanzees, monkeys, -

and the premolar of a gorila. These
remains were carbon dated 5000 BP
(Maret et al.,1987).

Don Cousins

Gorillas in African Culture
and Medicine

Paul Du Chaillu (1861) aiready wrote
about gorilla stories he had heard from
the Fang people. For example, the
Fang were convinced that if a pregnant
woman or her husband were 1o see a
gorilla, even a dead one, she would
give birth to a gorilla, rather than to a
human chiid.

It is very difficult to find published
information on this subject, as little has
been written since about the impor-
tance of gorillas for African peoples.
One exception is Ginter Tessmann's
study of the Pangwe {Cameroon and
Gabon) published in 1913. # contains
a detailed description of a secret soci-

ety whose cult centers around the go- -

rilia. It was widely spread and called
Ngi or Ngui among the Fang and Nji
among the Bulu. Ngi means gorifia
and is the symbol of fire and positive
power (the chimpanzee represents
evil). During the Ngi celebration, a
large sculpture was made after the vig-
orous dance of a healer. Certain cb-
jects were placed in and around that
sculpture, for example, parts of dead
people (but not gorillas), and rituals
were performed. For the members of
the Ngi secret society, Ngi was watch-
ing their manners. He punished them
with illness, for example with leprosy, if
they broke the rules. Ngi alsc pro-
tected the scciety members as he rose
at night to fight sorcerers who had left

Gorilla skull on a convention house

for men (members of the Ngi socie~

ty) in northern Gabon (Fang, 1964}
Photo: Klaus Paysan

their bodies to kill people. According to
Jordi Sabater Pi, the Ngi cuit has dis-
appeared completely. However, Klaus
Paysan heard from a chief's son in
Camercon, far away from the present
gorilla distribution area, that the Ngi
society was still active, but ail informa-
tion was kept absolutely secret.

Vanishing Traditions L
In the meantime, much has changed.’
Since Du Chaillu's and Tessmann's
days, new religions and medicine as
well as new political, economic and so-
cial structures have spread across Af-
rica. They changed the traditional soci-
eties and the old rituals considerably or
even eradicated them in many regions.:
However, in many places the gorilla:is
stiii respected. For example it is the
totem of some Fang clans like the.
Essangui. (essa=tather, ngui=gorilia),
the clan.to which the President of
Eguatorial Guinea, Teodoro Obiang, -
and former high-ranking politicians =~
belong. »
Some traditions have changed dur-
ing the last few decades. The Anyang
in Cameroon near the border to Nigeria

were formerly only allowed to hunt go- -

rilas for the initiation of a new chief,
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Jongs the lifespan of people, wheres
- the chimpanzee is essentially bad;

Giinter Tessmann's sketches of Ngi cult sites in today's Cameroon
(Figs. 1 and 4), and Equatorial Guinea (Figs. 2 and 3)

when a gorilia had to be killed (Paysan,
pers. comm. — information by a chief's
son). The chief had to eat the brain
and another high-ranking person ate
the heart. Anyone who hunted gorillas
on other occasions was sentenced to
death. Inthe 19860s, the chiefs and the
teaditional structure were still strong,
and this 1aboo was chserved. At that
time, the chief was the highest ranking

12 Gorilla Journal 18, June 1992

and respected person. Now, rich busi-
nessmen are held in more esteem than
the traditional chiefs, and the taboo is
no longer observed. With money, they
can obtain whatever they want.

in many forest areas where. tradi- .
tions are still important, medico-magi- -

cal products made from gorillas are re-
garded as more powerful and are
therefore more popular than those

made from chimpanzees. - In ' moderr
societies . with -socio-economic  com-
petition between individuals, e. g. i
Cameroon,: producis from chimpas-
zees are more sought after. The goril
is-a symbol for. quiet power that pro-

increases luck and fortune {Heckets
weiler, pers..comm.).

Not to Be Told to Strangers
Although the Ngi secret society has
been described in detail by several ra-
searchers,. there. may be other cu
that have never been revealed to &
searchers'or to members of other pao-

ples. in-Cameroon, for example, in the
1960s it was forbidden to talk about the

ritual use of gorilias and leopards be-

cause in that case the fetishes wouid
lose their power. 1t is also still strictly
forbidden to talk about initiation rituats
1o strangers (Paysan, pers. comm.).

Nowadays, Africans influenced by
western thoughts sometimes no longar
observe this restriction. However, they
often do not talk o foreigners about
traditional medicine, espacially medi-
cal plants, because they are suspi-
cious that foreigners, e. g. pharma-
ceutical. companies, will exploit this
knowledge.

Myths and Legends

All over their distribution area, goriflas
play special, but very different roles in
the thoughts of the peoples living
there. The apes are feared, hated,
avoided or admired. In some regions
of the Congo Republic, they are a sym-
bol for inexhaustible strength. Preg-
nant Bante and pygmy women who
work in plantations close to the forest
go there only if accompanied by an
armed man, and the other women
avoid them, because silverbacks are
said 10 attack pregnant women to kill
their baby. Kota hunters from north-
eastern Gabon talk about mystic trans-
formations between humans and goril-



--lasor chimpanzees: A hunter may
.swear that he has shot a gorilla, but
‘afterwards it is discovered that a per-
- son from the vilage had died from this
- shot {Hecketsweiler, pers. comm.).
- Near the Virunga National Park, the
‘gorilla is considered as a bad spirit.
‘Everyone who pronounces iis name
+(Ngagi} in the morning before eating or
~drinking something is supposed to lose
“all luck that day and to be exposed to
““bad things (Sikubwabo, pers. comm.).
= Merfield and Miller reported in 1956
“that the Maka in Camercon, who ived
~in the area of the Dja Reserve, be-
~lieved certain persons were able to
“transform themselves into animals.
“They are convinced that a single male
~elephant, gorilla or ancther large ani-
‘mal can have a human soul, often that
--of their own father or grandfather.

--Permission only to Certain
“Persons
- Merfield and Miller noted in 1956 that
.80 km south of Yaounde, womer: were
" not allowed 1o eat gorilla meat. Only a
few years ago, Bowen-Jones (1898)
- reported that in the Odzala region
“{Congo Republic) women do not eat
gorilla meat because they are afraid
- that if they did so, their husbhands
- would become as brutal as gorillas.
The traditional importance of gorilas
- for Bantu women is often different from
" that for men, and the medicine made
from gorillas is therefore very different
oo, Women's medicine has psycho-

- .- somatic effects; proven healing meth-

ods are used always. The knowledge
is passed from the mother to the
daughter. This does not seem to be
the case in the traditional medicine of
male Baniu,

In the pygmy peoples (Baka in
.northeastern Gabon, Bakola in north-
western Congo, Babendjeie in north-
- ern Congo) traditional medicine is ap-
. parently known and used by men and
women alike — except for medicine
used for children's and women's ili-

nesses. However, the kinds and the
number of medicines forbidden for
women is different from that for men
{Hecketsweiler pers. comm.}).

Klaus Paysan noticed in 1964 that
gorilas which were transporied on
trucks as bushmeat in southern Cam-
eroon did not have heads. The head
and the heart had to be given to the
chief. The Fang in Gabon occasionally
carve figures with the sagittal crest of
a silverback gorilla. In some regions,
masks with the sagittal crest can be
found or masks with gorilla teeth to
give them the power of the apes.
Among the Bamileke, only the chief is
allowed to wear the mask with the
sagittal crest. In the region of the
Anyang and Nyang sometimes fetish
shields are decorated with gorilia skuils
1o transfer the animais' power o the
shields. Only chiefs may use these
shields. This habit was after 1980
even spread to northwestern Camer-
oon. The Fon of Babungo had two of
these shields with baby gorila and
chimpanzee skulls in the palace. The

Ekoi of Nyang had' ancestor -masks
with gorilla skin and hairs .(Paysan,
pers. comm.}. e
The Kwele {northem Congo) havea.
circumcision ceremony called - Beka.
The initiates- as well as some of the
guests are obliged to eat gorilla or
chimpanzee meat. This is a symboi of
power and virility (Gami, pers. comm.).

Different Peoples in Different ...
Habitats : S
Two peoples living in the same region
do not always have the same medical/
magical relationship towards the two
types of ape. There are differences
between pygmy and Bantu, but aiso
between forest and savanna Bantu.
Adolf Friedrich Grai von Mecklen-
burg reported from his trip 1o the Vi-
runga Volcances in 1909 that for the
Twa he met the gorilla was umuzimu
{totem) and they were not allowed o
kill . In the distribution area of the
westermn lowland gorilias, the pygmies
generally have more respect for goril-
las than for chimpanzees. They are

Gorilla skull used by the Bamileke, Cameroon, for giving a son strength

by making him drink from the skull

Photo: Klaus Paysan
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not afraid of gorilias but are suspicious
of chimpanzees. However, recently
pygmies have also killed gorillas be-
cause they get money for selling the
most highly esteemed body parts to
the Bantu. Bantu are more afraid of
goritas than of chimpanzees (Heckets-
weiler, pers. comm.).

The Bulu in southern Cameroon, the
Fang of Woleu, the Ntumu in northern
Gabon and the Kwele in Congo/Cam-
eroon are more interested in the chim-
panzee for medical/magical purposes.
On the contrary, Bantu peoples living
in the forest {Kota in Gabon/Congo,
Lumbut and Yombe in southern Congo)
and pygmies in general prefer the go-
rilla. They do not kill and eat chimpan-
Zzees because they ook similar to hu-
mans and because they do not {aste as
delicious as gorillas. A favourite dish in
the villages is soup from gorilla intes-
fines {Hecketsweiter, pers. comm.).

Even some savanna peoples who
are not living within the gorilla distribu-
tion area use gorillas. The Bamileke
let their male children drink from bowls
made from goriita skuils to give them

strength. The tbo in Nigeria hire hunt-
ers to bring them gorillas for certain -

magic offerings that are believed to
bring good Juck. These rituals are no

tonger performed by the chiefs today -
but by businessmen who can afford it™ .

{Paysan, pers. comm.).

The Chamba in northwestern Cam-

eroon five in the savanna but use some
powerful rain forest animals — el
ephants, buffaloes and gorillas — for

certain purposes. For example, during

his initiation a new chief has to eat

gorilla brain as it is also usual among

some forest peoples. This ritual is still
performed ioday.

Medicine, Magic and Fetishes

In some regions, for example in the

B. R. Congo, most traditionai healers
have been replaced, and much of the
knowledge about traditional medicine
has vanished because the pesopie are

14 Gorilla Journal 18, June 1989

Gorilla sculpture in a net {Camer- .

oon, south of Kribi), probabliy a
fetish for huniting success
FPhoto: Klaus Paysan

. treated with western medicine. How-

ever, in many regions the traditional
use of gorillas is stili common.

Eating gorilla meat often is a ritual
act to incorporate the gorilia’'s power.
Chimpanzees are not eaten for this
purpose {Hecketsweiler, pers. comm.).
The Fang in Rio Muni often eat gorillas
as simple bushmeat, but a few paris of
these apes are kept as felishes, for
example the canines for good luck dur-
ing the hunts and the fingernails and
dried hands for good luck and female
fertility (Sabater Pi, pers. comm.)...-

Paul Du Chaillu noted in 1861 that
the Fang ' T

very carefully-saved the brain ...

" charms were made of this ~ charms
. of two kinds. Prepared in one way,
the charm gave the wearer a strong
“hand for the hunt, and another it
gave him success. with women. ...
Nothing makes a man so brave as to

" have a fetish of gorilla‘s brain. This

_ gives a man a strong heart.

 Merfield and Miller reported in 1956

that 60 km south.of Yaounde a witch

. doctor filled his magic horn with gorilla

blood and performed rituals to ensure
the success of future gorilla hunts.
Some parts, especially the head
and genitals, are still widely used in
southwestern Cameroon and notably
neighbouring regions in Nigeria for
medical purposes. The hairs are

sometimes used to manufacture 1o
‘charm {Usongo, pers. comm.}). Ni

rian farmers use beits, necklaces =

“bangles made of wild animal by-prod-
“ucts (for example gorilla skin} embe
‘ded with- herbs for protection agal

witches and for immunity from all ¢

- eases and enemies (Adeola, 1982). in

Cameroon; some gorilla parts are aiso
used fo transfer power, for exampla Iy
rubbing the back of a person with go-
rilla hands (Paysan, pers. comm.}.

A silverback's canines are a fetish
for strength and are sometimes worn
in a necklace together with lsopaid,
crocodile and forest hog testh. A con-
coction of ground canines and herbs i
used to heal caries-and to strengthen

the jaws (Hecketsweiler, pers. comm.},

Certain groups of the Mbochi in the
Congo Repubtic place a gorilia femur
into the bath of babies o give them
strength (Gami, pers. comm.). in other
areas, a piece of bone of the lowar arm
is used like this to give power, strength,
good bone- structure, good constitution
and more hair.- If 2 pregnant womarn
wants her baby to become strong and
powerful, she drinks water only from a
hollow bone that has to be immersed in
water all the time. |If ground, dried
bone is brought into the nose, # is be-
lieved to give power; moreover, ¥ the
respective person meets a gorilla in the
forest, it will be caim. A concoction of
ground, dried bone with herbs gives
strength or accelerates the healing of
a bone fracture. It may be possible
that the intake of ground bone or the
immersion of bone in water helps
against calcium deficiency (Heckets- -
weiler, pers. comm.).

A similar practice is found in the
eastern distribution area. The Tembo
from Bunyakiri believe that dust from
burnt gorifla bones can make one
stronger when applied to incisions in
the skin. Some regions of the skin are
preferred: forehead {to make the head
stronger); wrist {to make the punch
more violent); knee or ankle (o make



in any case, bones

{skult and hand) are

dered more useful than those of

-younger or female gorillas. This belief

‘also. accepted by other forest peo-

s like the Lega from Mwenga (Ba-
sabose, pers. comm.}.

Burnt and ground bones of the lower
fiand ribs, together with powder
f burnt plant products are used for
upping. Cupping at wrist, elbow and
houlder strengthens the arm, cupping
foot and knee strengthens the leg,
upping in the face, at the tempie and
forehead strengthens the head and im-
proves the reaction during guarrels,

:-cupping in the back of the neck and at
heloin strengthens the back ~ espe-
liy in pygmies who sometimes have
to.carry heavy loads. Ground burnt
ower rib is used for cupping on the
breast, which gives strength and resist-
nce in breast and belly during quar-
rels. It is used on the trunk during
cupping or massage (with palm oil and
plant powder) to heal the iliness calted
‘ialadie de cote” (Hecketsweiler,
pers. comm.).

= The fetish Nzobi, one of the most
powerful and highly esteemed fetishes
in eastern Congo, contains several
ozen components, including gorilla
nger (Bouquet 1969). lan Redmond
found gorilla hands being sold at all
fetish market stalls in Brazzaville that
Zhe visited in 1989. Usually the fingers
ere removed because a potion is
ade from them which gives the
trength of gorillas. The finger bone is
burnt until # is black and ground 1o
powder; then an incision is made in the
mn and the powder is rubbed into the
meision to mix it with the bicod.

The dried skin of the supraorbital
ridges is carried close to the body for
“protection by the Mboko in northemn
Congo; if the person who carries it
“meets a gorilla, it is submissive and
~-disappears withoul causing any prob-
lems. From the naked skin of siiver-
~backs' breast a fetish against punches

is produced by the Kwele in Gabon." A
few fong hairs that have been coliected
in a fresh gorilla nest are carried in a
bag or between ear and head; this is
said to protect against attacks because
the one who carries them is invisible
for gorillas (Baka in northeastern Ga-

bon). A dried gorilla hand is a fetish
which improves the punch during fights
and the resistance against punches
(Hecketsweiler, pers. comm.).

Sometimes, the object for magic
does not have to be a gorilla body part.
Peoples in North Kivu believe that if a
branch from a gorilla nest is put on or
under the bed of a man, this man will
beat his wife and drive her away. ifa
branch or other material from a gorilta
nest is dropped in an office, the head of
the office will have many probiems with
his superior and staff and can lose his
job (Sikubwabeo, pers. comm.).

Although many old traditions are
lost, gorillas stili play an important role
in the life of many Africans. For many
medico-magical purposes the apses
have to be killed. However, so far it
nas not been reported from anywhere
that this poses a real danger for the
gorilla populations.

Angela Meder

Thanks to Augu Kanyunyi Basabose,
Francois Feer, Norbert Gami, Fhilippe
Hecketsweiler, Klaus Paysan, lan
Redmond, Jordi Sabater Pi, Claude Si-
kubwabo Kiyengo, Léonard Usongo
and Juichi Yamagiwa for essential in-
formation.
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Revision of the Gehijs |
Gorilla: 70 Years after
Coolidge

This is a summary of a symposium
presented at the 1989 Annua! Meeting
of the American Association of Phys:~
cal Anthropology. ’
The year 1999 marks the TOth annic
versary of Harold Coolidge's publica-
tion A Revision of the Genus Gorilla.
Recent studies on western lowland,
eastern lowland, and mountain gorillas
suggest they differ more than has been
previously accepted. Thus the past:
decade has wiinessed a shift away
from the studies of a single taxon to-
wards more comprehensive compari=
sons among various subspecies. :
To synthesize the recent and exten--
sive knowledge of these apes, we or-

ganized a symposium for the 1889~

meeting of the American Association of
Physical Anthropology in Columbus,

Ohio. The main goal was to provide

the scientific community with a con-

temporary and coherent picture of the -

state of our knowledge of the genus
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Gorilla as evidenced by the mast re-
cent data on marphology, behavioural

ecclogy, and genetics. In addition to
ourselves, we invited 8 primatologists
and their colieagues to present timely,
original data papers.

With regard to morphology we heard
from 4 speakers, some of whom
touched on the possibility that sub-
specific differences may warrant spe-
cies level distinction. Andrea Taylor
demonstrated how structural adapta-
tions of the jaw and dentition differ
among the 3 subspecies of Gorillaas a
function of their degree of folivory.
Sandra Inuoye, studying hand mor-
phology, showed that metacarpal and
phalangeal differences between west-
ern lowtand and mountain goriilas were
almost as great as those between Pan
and Goriflla.

Paul Park and his colleagues, taking
a slightly different morphological ap-
proach, used discrete traits to demon-
sirate both within and between sub-
species differences in cranial charac-
ters and suggested a possible species
gistinction between eastern and west-
emn populations. Finally, John Oates
and his colleagues, combining mor-
phologicat and genetic data, demon-
strated that the dwindling gorilia
groups along the Nigerian and Camer-
oonian border appear to represent a
separate subspecies from that of west-
ern lowland gorillas.

What we discovered behaviourally
from Michele Goldsmith and her col-
feagues and Diane Doran is that differ-
ences in diet, ranging and grouping
patterns are related o immediate fea-
fures of the environment, specifically
the degree of frugivory. Michele Gold-
smith and her colleagues stressed that
differences between subspecies are
related to aliitude and can be consid-
ered part of a continuum. More impor-
tantly, differences in behavioural ecoi-
ogy have been demonstrated or sug-
gested to occur between groups within
a singte population. Melissa Remis
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suggested further that differences in
the nutritional quality are also evident
between populations.

MIDNA results presented by Oliver
Ryder and his colleagues reveal a level
of genetic differentiaion between west-
ern and eastern gorilla populations as
great as that found to exist among spe-
cies of Pan, leading the authors to sug-
gest that perhaps more than one spe-
cies exisis. By contrast, using nuclear
DNA, Michaet Seaman and his col-
leagues demonstrated that differences
between eastern and western gorifias
are not as great as those found in Pan.
They conclude that if genetic data are
to be used for determining taxonomic
levels, a better understanding of the
complex nature of genetic variation in
the reievant taxa is required.

Questions raised by these presenta-
tions include:

— How great do the differences in form
and function need o be for purposes
of distinguishing taxa at the level of
species?

— How rigid do differences in behav-
toural ecology need to be?

— What distances need to be reached
at the level of the gene?

Can we just use other genera, such
as Pan, as a model? Probably not.
Rather, some sort of standard needs
to be set and related to all primate
species. But, where do we draw the
morphological, behavioural and ge-
netic lines? When we figure this out,
perhaps then, we can begin to define
what distinguishes species from sub-
species,

The last presentation by Andrew
Piumptre and his colleagues demon-
strates nicely, although sadly, the real-
ity of the status of this amazing genus
in the wild. Threats of deforestation
and hunting are not subsiding and
each population is ultimately at great
risk of extincton. Most timely are
issues of warfare and the bushmeat
crisis, and how they continue o
threaten existing populations. Unfortu-

nately, our symposium highlights how
many important . questions . remain
unanswered and-:ihat more data are
needed. There is no time.to waste:
While we were unabie-to come 10

any concrete conclusions regarding

the taxonomic status of gorillas, we-did

Aid to Cameroon? -

in our tast issue we included an
articie by the Rainforest Founda-
tion about the EU aid program. .
The European Gommission was
planning to decide about the ap-
proval of developmental aid of
ECU 52 million to the Cameroon- -
ian government on July 7th in:
Brussels. A representative of the
German Ministry of Development
had stated that no new roads-
would be funded, but rehabiiita-
tion projects were planned. No-
details on the kind of projects
were given. Reportedly an ElA
{Environmental Impact Assess-
ment) was carried out and pre-
sented to the EC.

Conservation organizations in-
cluding the Berggorilla & Regen-
wald Direkthilfe expressed their
concern and strongly supported
the participation of NGO conset-
vation experts in the EC's plan-
ning processes and decisions io
avoid disastrous effects of eco-
nomic management in this sensi-
five region.

On July 6th, the Rainforest
Foundation, Pro Regenwald and
Rettet den Regenwald presented
30,000 signatures against the
project to the German Develop-
ment Minister Heidemarie Wiec-
zorek-Zeul. On the following day,
the Commission postponed the
decision. They will consider the
project again in September.

Iris Weiche




make:.great strides in understanding
‘Wwhat-needs to be done. We hope to
publish the proceedings of the sympo-
sium: in an edited voiume, along with
- condributions from other prominent re-
searchers. Al symposium abstracts
panbe found in the 1998 issue of the
American Journal of Physical Anthro-
pology, Supplement 28 and on the web
at . hitp:/fwww.samuelmerritt.edu/
aapa.himi,
Michele Goldsmith and Andrea Taylor

'G_or'ilii'as in the Takamanda
orest Reserve

Ani isolated popuiation of gorillas has
geeh known to occur in the Takaman-

da Forest Reserve and the adjacent
Okwangwo forests of eastern Nigeria
since the early 1900s. in 1904, Paul
Matschie described the gorillas from
this area as a distinct species, Gorilla
diefnli. Later taxonomic work reduced
this species rank to that of a sub-spe-
cies and eveniually amalgamated it
with other iowiand gorillas, Gorilla go-
rilla gorilla. However, more recent re-
search, inciuding DNA analysis of hair
and the re-measurement of Nigerian
gorilla skull records, has provided new
information that suggests that these
gorillas are indeed more taxonomically
distinct than previously thought.

Until recently,
peen paid o the population of gorillas

on the Cameroonian side of the border _
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little attention had

-eroon, lasted for 14 months.

the Nigeria/Cameroon border

'G‘onHa distribution and conservation areas at the Cross River close fo
Original map: John Oates

Local field assistant searchf'ng"a o
fresh gorilla nest for hair samples -
Photo: Jacqui Groves

“and it was unciear whethier gorillas still

existed inthe area until s WWF expedi-

“tion in 1987 confirmed their: presence.

Furthermore ' in’ 1996 Jacqui- Groves
visited the Takamanda Forest Reserve:
and collected information from the lo--
cal peopie indicating the continued.
presence of gorillas...In 1997 a large
mammal census focusing on the gorilla
population was undertaken,. for which
the field work, funded by WWF—“ Cam--

The Takamanda Reserve covers__ '
approximately 700 km? of which only
about 20% is classified as "highland"
{for the purposes of this study. areas
were categorised as highiands when
higher than 700 m) which predominate -
in the north and east of the reserve.
The resulis of the recent survey show
that hunting is clearly higher in the low-
fands than in the highlands and that; as
a result, gorillas are virtually absent
from the lowland areas. Although gorii
las are still present in the Takamanda

. Reserve, they are now almost entirely

confined to the highland areas, which
are subject to lower hunting pressures;

_ by the local communities. A very rough”
" estimate of gorilia density in the high-

‘jands is in the order of 1 gorilarkm?. In
the lowland forest, the estimate was

- approximately 0.06 goriflas/km?, one of

the lowest recorded in Africa.
if gorillas are found in roughly thé
same density in all of the highland ar-
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eas as in two highland areas surveyed;
it wouid provide an estimated popula-

tion of 140 weaned gorilias. However;

a further highland area surveyed in Tg-
kamanda provided no evidence. of go-
rillas at all; this was near to.a Iarg“e
village and almost no indication of any
large mammal species was. found-in

the area. Therefore population esti-

mates must be heavily weighied, and

adjusted, by the proximity of highland

patches to village areas, where hunting
is the main economic activity.

The Mawne (sometimes referred to

gs Mone) Forest Reserve and the Oko
Mountain area to the east of the Ta-

kamanda Reserve are also comprised -

of a mosaic of highiand and lowiand
forest. Recent gorilla skull records col-
lected during this study from the
Mawne Reserve indicate their contin-

ued presence in this area. Further sur-

veys have been recommended for both
reserves, focusing on areas that are
the furthermost from human habitation.

Jacqui L. Groves

John Oates delivers the equipment donated by us (4 teni"s; 4 ground-
sheets, 4 pairs of binoculars, 4 GPS units, 4 compasses, a camera and
film} to Clement Ebin, Cross River National Park. Left to right: Kanu

Agabi, Clement Ebin, John QOates, A. A. Nchor.

Photo: Peter Jenkins

Clement Ebin, General Manager, presents the items to the Cross River

National Park.
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Photo: Clement Ebin
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Lowland Gorilla Tourism
in Central Africa

The EC-funded central African forest
conservation pregram -ECOFAC has
been running since early 1992, it fo-
cuses on preiected areas in 6 countries
of the sub-region (Cameroon, Congo-
Brazzaville, Central African. Republic,
Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, S&o Tomé
e Principe). In the course of the survey
work undertaken by the program, cer-
tain sites have been shown to harbour
unexpectedly high numbers of lowland
gorillas (Gorilla gorilla: gorila):: - This is
particularly true of the Odzala National
Park in northern Congo which has very
extensive areas of open canopy Ma-
rantaceae forest, a habitat particularly
favoured by gorilias. In certain areas
the density may be as high as 10 goril--
lasfkm? (Bermejo, 1995), '
The surveys in the north of the park -
also revealed the presence of over
100 forest clearings (called "bais” or
salines) some of which attract aston-
ishingly high numbers of large mam-
mals, in particular forest eiephants,
gerillas, forest buffalo, bongo, sita-
tunga, giant forest hog and bush-pig.
Observations over an 8-month period-
in one of these salines (called Maya
north) showed that it was visited by at
least 36 different gorilla families and
18 solitary males, representing some:
individuals .. (Magliocca. et al,,-
1999). Furthermore it was shown ihat:

- gorillas were present on over 80% of

the days! -7

First Steps to Tourism

- Simultaneously to the survey work in

the park, a Spanish couple of primato-

“logists, Magdalena Bermejo and Ger-

main llera had been undertaking a.
study of gorillas in an area of Maranta-
ceae forest some 30 km to the south-
west of the park ai a site called Lossi.
In the course of their work since 1993
they have succeeded in habituating a
couple of gorila families using the clas-



ic method of tracking them day in and
day out with the help of skilled Congo-
g8 frackers. This has been a major
‘breakihrough as until now nobody had
eversucceeded in habituating lowland
orilias; and many people had begun
10 believe that Virunga-style gorilla
ourismit would never be possible in
the'lowiand forests of central Africa.

““These discoveries mean that Od-
la now has genuine tourist potential
5'it offers on the one hand the rare
possibility of good-quality viewing of
ipeciacutar rain forest mammal spe-
igs in the salines, and on the other the
classic close-up experience of gorilia
racking in the forest. Over the last
3 years ECOFAC has, therefore, in-
vested a considerable proportion of its
energy to developing the tourist poten-
Yal-of Odzala National Park and its
buffer zone. The outbreak of the war in
Brazzaville in June 1997 could not
have come at a worse time as tourism
was just beginning to take off in Odzala
visitors coming in on the weekly
ight into the park's air strip at Mboko
i the savannah/forest mosaic section
ofthe south of the park. Since then the
security situation has meant that it has

Another way of observing gorillas

not been possibie to bring in visitors on

a regular basis but all park manage-

ment activities (anti-poaching, monitor-

ing of salines, gorilla tracking elc.}.

have continued almost without inter-
ruption and once the situation normai-
ises tourism activiies will be abie to
rasume rapidly. The war has meant
ihat road links between QOdzala and
Brazzaville (750 km) have deteriorated
very considerably and the park is now
virtually cut off from the capital. How-
ever, Odzala is only 60 km from the
Gabonese border, where roads and
communications are excelient, so
paradoxically this has meant that
ECOFAC's logistical problems have
been considerably eased as the
project has had to develop its links to
Gabon {rehabilitation of the old, aban-
doned border road). Currently all the
logistics for the park are now run di-
rectly out of Gabon (thanks to ihe sup-
port of the Gabonese authorities).

Tourist Activities in Odzala
The salines. A trip up the Mambiii river
by motorised dug-out canoe to the area
of salines in the north of the park. To
get the best out of this trip 6 or 7 days

Photo.: Conrad Aveling

are required.. The trip starts outfrom:
the iented camp {east African style) at
Mboko in the forest/savannahi:-zone of-
the south of the park. The trip up the:
fiver is a pleasant 8-hour ride (exclud-
ing stops) passing through forest alt the-
way and with plenty of opportunities for-

observing wiidlife. - From the. tented
camp at Ekania a large number of
salines are within easy reach, ail.of
which are regularly visited by the large-
marnmal fauna including gorillas. Al
the Maya north saline (1 hour.pirogue;
followed by a 3-hour walk) thete is an-
other, more basic, camp: “In'the:saline.
a 4 m high observation hide prowdes'
excellent viewing.- e w
Giorilla trackmg at Loss:._ Loss; is
just outside the Odzala Nationaf Park -
some 28 km to the south of the village
of Lengui-Lengui on the road between
Mbomo (park headquarters) and the .
border with Gabon. The walk 10:Lossi.
is currently fong (9 hours) but not diti-.
cult. A motorable track of 16 km will be.
reopened once tourism resumes:: The

_accommodation is- basic (local styEe

cabing). A team of -5 highiy expen-'
enced trackers follow the gorillas every
day thus ensuring.an almost. 100%
guarantee of seeing them. Two fami-
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Cameroon -
Congo-Brazzaviile

Gabon

Equatorial Guinea -
Central African Repubilic .
' 5&0 Tome e Principe

Conservation areas supported by ECOFAC
Dia Biosphere Beserve .

(currently heing extended 10 13.000 km?)

‘QOdzata National Park 2,800 km?

Lopé Wildlife Reserve 5,360 km?

~ Monte Alen National Park 1,600 km?
- N'gotto Forest 733 km?

295 km?

- Obo Natural Parks

5,260 km?

ties are habituated. The vegetation is
extremetly thick so viewing conditions
are not like those of the Virungas, al-
though these goriltas, being mainly fruit
eaters, spend a lot of time in trees
where they are easily cbserved,

The interesting aspect of Lossi is
that this area of forest "belongs" o the
vittagers of Lengui-Lengui who have
asked ECOFAC to help them develop
tourism in the forest where they and
their ancestors have practised their fra-
ditional activities. The revenue from
tourism will thus go directly to the tradi-
tional "owners" of the forest who have
understood that conservation of the
forest for gorilla tourism may weil bring
much greater long-term benefits to
them than hunting the wildlife — a pet-

The hotel at Monte Alen
Photo: Conrad Ave!mg
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fect example of community conserva-
tion. A visit to Lossi, with 2 gorilla
visits, would thus take 4 days allowing
for the walk in and out.

Currently, access to Odzala is by
road from Gabon, via Makokou and
Mekambo. There are regular weekly

flights from Librevilie to Makokou and-

three flights a month to Mekambo. The
road trip from Makokou to Odzala Park
headquarters at Mbomo takes some
6 hours.

More Sites for Visitors -

Encouraged by the success in Congo,
2 other components of the ECOFAC
program, Gabon {Lopé Reserve) and
Equatorial Guinea {Monte Alen Na-
tional Park} have also decided io de-
velop gorilta tourism programs. These
are both protected areas where tour-
ism (on a small scale) already takes

place so the addition of gorillas to the -

attractions proposed will be a consider-
able asset.

helped identify suitable areas in both

protected areas and.work has already -

progressed well .inMonte Alen al-
though the hilly terrain makes the task

of keeping track of the gorillas every

day somewhat .more: difficult than in

Congo.. However, despite the fact that

no family has yet been habituated, dur-

ing the 1998 summier period all those -

vigitors who opted.to spend 2 or 3
nights in the park in the gorilla area all
managed to see gotilias. -

In Lope work is only just beginning
to habituate a family but it is hoped that

Magdalena Bermejo has

by the end of year 2000-it may be
possible o propose. gorilla - tourism
here aiso. . Lopé has-very good com-
munications {(goed road from Libreville, -
as well as train) and an excellent hoist
on the shores of the ma;estlc Oogoue

- Tiver.

Conservattomsts etemal problem is
how to make sure that their activities
translate into real long-term improve-
menis in protected area management
and conservation. Making protected
areas pay is certainly one of the ways
of demonstrating the value of conser-
vation and thus convincing national de-
cision-makers to take wildiife conser-
vation seriously. Rarely, however, has
this been achieved in the rainforest en-
vironment and eco-tourism has per-
haps tooc often been held up as the
panacea for conservation. However,
the special case of gorifla tourism re-
ally is different because of its ability 1o
generate very large amounts of rev-
enue as has been repeatedly demon-
strated in ex-Zaire, Rwanda and
Uganda. ECOFAC also hopes that the
development of gorilla tourism in
Congo, Gabon and Equatorial Guinea
will help focus international attention
on the extraordinary riches of the
Congo basin forests and the threats

-that they are facing (logging .and
“bushmeat trade).

Conrad Avehng
For further mformatuon contact

ECOFAC Coordinatfdn’ :j'-" o :
B.P. 15115, Libreville, Gabon .~
Tel: (241) 732343/4 ' '
“Fax: (241) 72345 .
. e-mail’ coordmaﬁon@ecofac org
Web site: http:/www.ecofac.org .

Bermejo, M. 1995, Recensement des gorilles et
chimpanzés du Parc Natlonal d‘Ocizeﬂa Rap-

- portECOFAC - .
.- Magliocea; F., Querom% S &Gautaer—Hion Al

1999 (in press) Population structure and group
composition of western lowland gorillas in N-W
Republic of Congo. Am. J. Primatol. 47



_Leave None to Tell the Story. Geno-
cide in Rwanda. Human Rights Watch
1999. 807 pages, $ 35. ISBN 1-56432-
174=1. Available also on the internet
Gt hitp//www hrw.org/reports/ 1999/
rwancia Can be ordered oniine.

_taté of the World's Forests 1999.
Rome (FAQ). Ordering information at:
ttp/iwww.tfao.org/infosylva/VR

Helen Attwater
dy Gorilla Journey. London (Sidg-
vick & Jackson) 1999.

Clark C. Gibson

oliticians and Poachers: the poli-
al ‘economy of wildlife policy in Af-
rica. New York (Cambridge University
F’ress) 1999. Hardcover § 53.95, iISBN
21-62385-5. Paperback § 24.95,
1SBN-0521-66378-4.

Martha Honey

Ecotourism and Sustainable Devel-
opment: Who Owns Paradise? Wash-
ington.D. C. (island Press) 1999. 350
‘pages. Hardcover $ 50, ISBN 1-55963-
'581 9 Paperback $ 25, ISBN 1-55963-

Comparative Primate Socioecology.
ambridge (Cambridge  University
ress) 1999, 424 pages. 46 line dia-
grams, 52 tables. Hardback, £ 45.
ISBN: 0-521-59336-0

_ev&s from the Internet

Kelly Stewart finished the new issue of
et Gorilla Conservation News which
available at http://www.anthro.

‘ucdavis.edufgcen.

B.LE. (Association for the Devel-
Opment of Information on Environment
the Congo Basin Region) can be
ccessed  at  hitp:/fwww.omm.se/
die, and the East African Biodiver-
ty . Project at http:/fwww.fao.org/
AICENTIfaomfolforestrylbzo web.

ARCOS (Albertine- Rift Conserva-
fion Society) can be found at hitp://
www.wcmce.org.uk/arcos. From this
web site the newsletter Backbone
(English) or Le Pilier (French) can be
downloaded. ECOFAC's Canopée (in
French) is available at htip:/iwww.
ecofac.org/Canopee/_CanSomNum.

htm#13. The Ape Alliance review The

bushmeat scandal - a recipe for ex-
tinction can be found ai the WSPA's
web site al http://www.wspa.org.uk/
escape/ape3-2.htmi.

APFT {Avenir des Peuples des Fo-
réts Tropicales) is a mulli-disciplinary
project sponsored by the European
Community which aims to investigate
and document the future of rainforest
peoples. The major input is from an-
thropclogists. Started in 1885, the
project runs for 5 years and involves
over 30 researchers in three principal
areas: the Caribbean, central Africa
and the southwestern Pacific (hitp.//
lucy.uke.ac.uk/Rainforest).

A resource site for anyone inter-
ested in primates is Primates Onlfine
(http://www.primates-online.com}.
it supports the search for information,
links, images., experts and materials
specific to primates, news, book re-
views, features of organizations, con-

trﬁormatxew :
about sanctuaries and grants. - e
... The Berggorilla. & Hegenwafd Dr— S
rekthilfe has a new: web' site = in Ger- -
man - (hitp:/Awn. berggor:ila com) .
There ‘have: been’¢orisiderable’ prob- -
lems: with our__.mternattonaf_ web site
(hitp:fiwww kilitnanjaro.com/gorilla/

servationists: “and "Iar;tis"ts

brd), but Stéphanie Hancock, whoop- - -

erates the:site, promised:that every-
thing: will be back to normaE and up— :
dated soon:” e :

Doﬁéﬁi:‘ﬁ’s‘ andBund
raising Activities __

The studio Gorilla Tatloo in Ne'uss'.got .
its name because the owner takes an

“interest in gorillas, has a talent for

drawing and enjoys designing and im-
proving the appearance of otherwise -
neutral and drab surfaces and bodies.
Apart from tattoos, the studio offers
piercing and airbrush. -
When Peter, the owner of Gonﬂa

Tattoo, learnt about the Berggorilla &

Regenwald Direkthilfe, he immediately
offered to support our work through
fund-raising activiies. He decorated
his shop-window with our poster. and
displays our leaflets in the shop, next
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10 a earthenware vase in which dona-
tions are collected. Since the begin-
ning of this year, DM 10 have been put
into the vase for each new tattoo and
DM 5 for each piercing. The contents
of the vase will be handed over for the

first time in summer. A great ideal
Many thanks in advance to Peter,
Bettina and Silvial

In March, the punk-rock musician
Lutz Hiller and his group Die Brut gave
& charity concert for our organisation.
DM 600 were generated and will go
towards the protection of gorillas.

Our rainforest exhibition, now on
display in Saarbriicken Zoo, wiil move
on to leipzig Zoo in the summer.
Other zoos have also indicated their
interest. Unfortunately, we have not
yet been able to find a good way to

digitize and print the tables or improve
them in some other way to facilitate

transportation. .
Some active members will organize
information stalls in various zoos in
September. Ellen Krebs and Peter
Zwanzger continue to supply visitors of

Cologne Zoo with information about

our organisation. Heinz and Gundi
Scharpf distributed the Goriflla Journal
to interested peopie in Stuttgart.
Author Paul-Hermann Biargel has
donated the remaining stock of his chil-

dren’s book (in German) to us for sale. -
Family Schmitz from Stuttgarnt sold .
some of our sale items in their hair-
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dressing salon and Stephan Képpchen
distributes our information material at
his information stall for WW¥F Aachen.

In reaction to our latest appeal for
donations several people offered office
equipment such as typewriters and
computers. We cannot accept heavy
and/or old equipment because of the
costs for transport and customs. With
old PCs, moreover, there is the year
2000 problem. Nevertheless we check
each offer as to whether the material
can somehow be used.

We owe our special thanks to Voiker
Jéhrling and the companies Golden
Team, Hanwag Sportschuhfabrik, Ber-
gerand Fintech Sports for their gener-
ous donations of material which will
replenish our storage in Kisoro. Pri-
vate donations of certain matedal,
such as the one from Ms. Graupner,
are also most welcome.

if you want to put a fund-raising idea
into practice, get in touch with us at our
organization's address.

Qur heart-feft thanks to everybody
who has been involved!

Iris Weiche

Donations .~~~

We thank ‘sach person:ant company
that has supported us during the period
from November 1st, 1998; o May 31th,
1999. Larger contrisutions were given
by Hayley Adams, Elke Bakels, Jane
Dewar (Dewar Wildiife: Trust); Johan-
nes Donges, DUMA-Naturreisen, Mo-
nika Gail-Drouineaud, Karin- Gnadin-
ger, Ursula Hansel, E.. Kipka, Hart-
mann Kneorr, Angelika Kraus, Thomas
Krupp, Christine Locher-Vich, ‘Marga-
rete Lord, Angela Meder, Susanne
Messmer, Dr. Niemeyer, Anneliese
Pfafienhuber, Gerhard - Pressél; Mi-
chael Reibenspies, Erwin Rosenkranz,
Axel Rucker, - Paul - Ruoff,- Wemer
Schindelin,  Sigrid .. Schubert-Glathe
and Heinz Zaruba, Volker Jahrling do-
nated equipment and Erwin. Fidelis
Reisch (Gentner Verlag Stutigart) took
charge of the costs of reproduction and
composition for the journal. Many
thanks to all the above mentioned and
all the other donors for their confidence
in our work. We hope that you will
continue to support us in the futurel

birds and sweet water figh',

For further information contact:

Tel: 43-8808 91009 Fax:49-8808-1326

A NEW SAFAR! ALTERNATIVE

- Maahinga Safari Lodge is a new uxury lodge, perched at the tip of a peninsula jufiing into the waters of
Lake Mutanda, in southwestem Uganda. The fodge is the ideal setting from which to track the mountain
goriia in nearby Mgahinga Gorilla National Park; venture deep into Bwindi lmpenetrable Farest: search for -
savannah artelope in Lake Mbuse National Park; or visit Lake Bunyonyi ~ renowried as the Ylake of fittie

The lodge complex consists of a main buliding — which houses the reception, restaurant, iounge and
bar — and six spacious, twin-bedded tents. Alf equipment at the lodge is of the highest European standard.
The tents are en suite, with hot showers and flush toliets, and have continentat quilts and pillows. Soft
drinks and laundry service are provided. The restaurant serves a high standard of continental and -
traditional cuisine accompanied by a selection of local and intemational wines and spirits.

Niedermeier Verwaltungs- und Touristik GmbH
Ammerseestrasse 35 a, D-82396 Paehl/Germany

E-mail: NiedermTou@aol.de or MSLSafarii @aol.com’




B T-shtrts with BRD Logo. 100% cotton, beige, prmt green and biack.'
Sizes:M - L. US$ 25 (see photo) i i

-SOS T-shirts. 100% cotton, gray, print red and biack
'Size XL. Special price: US$ 10.

'Basebaﬂ caps. Green with BRD logo in black (see phota). US$ 10 QR

icture postcards. USS$ 1 per piece o

. =Number with feeding Rwandan gorilla by Gabriele Ho%z;nger

~..-Number with mountain gorilla by Markus Weiss o
~Number with Mushamuka {Kahuzi-Biega National Park)'

[ 21" Number with Bwindi gorilla mother and young

-. SSets with 20 postcards (10 Mushamuka, 10 Bwindi). US$ 15...

____pr_i"ces include postage and shipment. Please send a cheque together with your order. .

e and address o o el

bseription to the Gorilla Journal ' .
f youbecome a member, you will receive the journal regularly. if you want to subscnbe wathout becommg a

emmiber, we would be grateful if you could make a donation to cover our costs. The costs to send the journal
verseas are abut US$ 20. Please send your application with a cheque to Rolf Brunner_ (address below). i

Dé_'t_':_'!'éra'tion of Membership

{Student)
US$ 75 (General member)
US$ 120 (Family)
US$ 180 (Donor)

: " Bank accoun‘{ ' T

';Egﬁsgri?ar;detro : Berggorilla & Regenwa!d D;rekthf!fe
fife : Account number 353 344 315

erggorilla & Regenwald Direkth! Stadtsparkasse Muelheim, Germany -

erchenstr. 5 :
5473 Muetheim, Germany Bank code number 362 500 00

Fax +49-208-7671605




Flying from the heart of Europe, our standards of service, in the air and on the ground are what you could expect

from an experienced carrier. :

Brussels is the center of Sabena’s hub, with linkups to over 75 cities. Sabena is a pomt -to- pomt carrier, offering fast,
punctual, convenient and smooth travel between North- Amerlca South-Amenca As:a Afnca and Europe 5 major
cities and regional business centers, : :
You can choose from more than 40 weekly non-stop flights to New York Boston Atlanta and Chicago Sabena also -

offers fiights to Cincinnati, with easy connections to more than 50 cities in the Us. These ﬂ:ghts are operated

together with partner Deita Air Lines.

Sabena is Europe's most active airiine for Africa. We fly you to more than 20 Afncan destmatlons and together with

our local partner Nationwide Air from Johannesburg to Cape Town, Durban and George. - .

Members of Qualifiyer, the Sabena frequent flyer program, can easily accrue miles and exchange them for a wide
variety of advantages and awards. Sabena is also one of the founding members of the Qua!:ﬂyer Group, an alliance
of 10 European airlines.

At Sabena, we aim to provide outstanding service and to pamper you to your destmat:on
This is why you feel at home when flying Sabena!

For more information and reservations contact your travel agent or Sabena : 0180-525.85.20

Website:hitp/iwww.sabena.com

* e

The Qualiflyer Group fhying from the beart of Europe




