
A Resource for Conservation Educators

All About 
Gorillas

©
 F

lo
re

nc
e 

Pe
rr

ou
x



Authors:  
Florence Perroux,  

Zoo de la Palmyre, France 
florence.p@zoo‑palmyre.fr 

Anne Sofie Meilvang,  
Givskud Zoo, Denmark, 
asm@givskudzoo.dk 

Shasta R. Bray, Cincinnati Zoo  
& Botanical Garden, USA,  

Shasta.Bray@Cincinnatizoo.org

ProofReading: 
Shasta R. Bray, 

 Cincinnati Zoo, USA 
Bill Street, Busch Gardens, USA 

Gerald Dick,WAZA,Switzerland

Coordinated by 
 Silvia Geser,IZECentralOffice,

ize.centraloffice@izea.net

Design: 
Michal Stránský,Czechia, 

michal@sky.cz

©2009WorldAssociationof
Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA) / 

International Zoo Educator’s As‑
sociation(IZE).

Thispublicationmaybe 
reproducedinwholeorinpart
andinanyformforeducational
ornon‑profitpurposeswithout

specialpermissionfromthe
copyrightholder,provided

acknowledgementofthesource
ismade.WAZA/IZEwould

appreciatereceivingacopyof
anypublicationthatusesthis

publicationasasource. 
Nouseofthispublicationmay
bemadeforresaleorforany
othercommercialpurpose 
whatsoeverwithoutprior 

permissioninwriting 
fromWAZA/IZE.

IMPRINT

Published by the  
World Association of Zoos  

and Aquariums (WAZA) and the  
International Zoo Educator’s  

Association (IZE) 

All about Gorillas. 
A Resource for  

Conservation Educators

©WAZA/IZE,Bern,Switzerland. 
32pages

Produced by 
 WAZA and IZE

DISCLAIMER

Thecontentsofthisvolume
donotnecessarilyreflectthe
viewsofWAZA/IZEorcon‑

tributoryorganizations.The
designationsemployedand

thepresentationsdonotimply
theexpressionofanyopinion

whatsoeveronthepartof
WAZA/IZE or contributory or‑

ganizationsconcerningthelegal
statusofanycountry,territory,

city or area in its authority, or 
concerningthedelimitationof

itsfrontiersorboundaries.

WAZA Executive Office 
Lindenrain 3 

3012 Bern 
Switzerland

Tel +41 31 300 20 30 
Fax +41 31 300 20 31 

secretariat@waza.org 
www.waza.org

IZE Central Office 
Lindenrain 3 

3012 Bern 
Switzerland

Tel +41 31 300 20 35 
Fax +41 31 300 20 31 

ize.centraloffice@izea.net 
www.izea.net

ISSN: 1662-7733

©
 S

éb
as

tie
n 

M
ey

s



Nobodycansavetheworld’sbiodiversityalone,andifwecan,wecanonly
achieveittogether.Thereforepartnershipsandjointeffortsareessentialin
ordertobringtogetherdifferentapproachesandskills.WAZAandCMShave
joinedforcesandtogethersupportspeciesconservationandtheincreaseof
publicawarenessonmigratoryspecies.Itisthereforewithgreatpleasureto
presentthisgorillaresourcemanualforeducationandawarenesspurposesas
aresultofcollaborationofmanypartnerswithintheinternationalzoocom‑
munity,unitedundertheWAZAandIZEumbrella.

Thismanualisacontributiontotheendeavourstosaveallfourgorillasubspe‑
cies–highlightedbythegorillaagreementunderCMSandtherelatedaction
plansaswellastheYearoftheGorilla2009.Asonecanonlyprotectwhatis
known,itishopedthatincreasingknowledgeaboutgorillaswillinfactcon‑
tributetothesurvivalofwildgorillas!

Gerald Dick 
Executive Director,  
World Association  
ofZoosandAquariums 
(WAZA)

Theprotectionofbiodiversityiscrucialtothewellbeingofpeopleandto
ensuringahealthyplanetforgenerationstocome.Gorillas,thegentlegi‑
antsoftheforest,areoneofhuman’sclosestrelatives,andfailuretostop
theircurrentdeclinewouldbeabadsignforthefutureofhumankinditself.

TheYearoftheGorillaandotherprojectsforlong‑termgorillaprotec‑
tionaimtoconservenotonlythegorilla,butalsoitstropicalrainforest
habitat.Gorillasarethe‘gardenersoftheforest’andmustbesavedifour
childrenaretobenefitfromtheforestsandtheiruniquenaturalresources
tomorrow.Throughprovisionofahealthyclimate,freshair,cleanwater
andmanyotherecosystem‑services,theseforestsareacentralpillarof
a‘functioning’planet.TheAfricanrangestateshaveshowntheircommit‑
menttosavingthegorillabyconcludinganAgreementundertheauspices
oftheUNEPConventiononMigratorySpeciescoveringallfourgorilla
sub‑speciesandadoptingurgentprojectstoensuretheirsurvival.Sup‑
portingthemintheirendeavourisanoblecause.Thisfunandeducational
publicationwilltellyoumoreaboutgorillas,theirimportantroleandthe
waytheylivetheirlives.Enjoy!

Robert Hepworth 
Executive Secretary, Convention  
ontheConservationofMigratory 
SpeciesofWildAnimals(UNEP/CMS)

Forewords United for Conservation!
AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 1



2009 Year of the Gorilla

Why focus on gorillas?

Gorillasareverythreatenedinthewild.
Theysufferfromhabitatdestruction
throughlogging,mining,production
ofcharcoalandexpandingagriculture,
frompoachingandbushmeattrade,
fromtheeffectsofarmedconflicts,and
fromdiseaseslikeEbola.Threeofthe
foursubspeciesarelistedas“Critically
Endangered”ontheInternationalUnion
forConservationofNature’s(IUCN)Red
ListofThreatenedSpecies.

Accordingtoscientists,gorillasarethe
thirdclosestrelativesofhumansafter
chimpanzeesandbonobos.Humans 
andgorillasshareacommonancestor,
andonly1.4%ofhumangenesdiffer
fromthoseofgorillas.Lettingthem
disappearwouldbeahugelossof 
informationabouttheevolution 
ofmodernhumans.

The Convention on Migratory 
Species of Wild Animals (CMS),  
also known as the Bonn Convention, 
the UNEP/UNESCO Great Ape  
Survival Partnership(GRASP), 
and the World Association of Zoos  
and Aquariums(WAZA)havejoined
hands to declare 2009 the  
Year of the Gorilla(YoG).
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…Letting them  
disappear would 
be a huge loss for 
understanding the 
evolution of modern 
humans…

What is the purpose of  
a gorilla manual?

Thefollowingcontentsshouldhelpyou
tobetterunderstandgorillasandfind
answers to many questions about them:
Whatdothedifferentspecieslooklike?•
Wheredotheylive?•
Howmanygorillasarethere •
inthewild?
Whataretheirhabits?•
Whyaretheysothreatened?•
Whydotheyneedtobeprotected?•
Howareweconservingthem?•

Youwillalsolearnhowyoucanactto
helpsavethem.Gorillasneedyou!

AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 3
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Gorillas need us!

What’s happening?

Thesemagnificentgreatapesimpress
peoplewiththeirimposingstatureand
darklook.

Peoplemightthinkthey’reaggres‑
sive,butthey’renot!Gorillasaregentle,
herbivorousgiants,usingintimidation
tacticsforonlyonepurpose–protecting
theirfamily.

Despitetheirshyandquietnature,goril‑
lasfacenumerousthreatsthroughout
theirrange,asdomanyotherprimate
species.Theirnumbershavedramatical‑
lycollapsedduringthelastfewdecades
and today they only survive thanks to 
internationalconservationprograms.

Gorillasneedus,includingyou, 
tobeprotected.

AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 5
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Monkeys and gorillas  
are primates. 
They look similar  
as they…

havelargebrains, •
comparedtotheirbodysize
have binocular and color vision•
haveopposablethumbs•
usuallyliveinforests•
botheatfruits,leaves,and •
even sometimes insects and meat

Gorillas differ from  
monkeys as they…

arelargerandheavier•
do not have tails•
havemoredevelopedbrains•
havealongerlifespan•
breedmoreslowly,notreaching •
adulthoodbefore10yearsoldfor 
femalesand15yearsoldformales, 
andhavinglongerbirthintervals(in‑
fantshighlydependontheir 
motherforseveralyears)

Gorillas belong  
to the ape family. 
Apes are divided into…

lesser apes•   
(gibbonsandsiamangsinAsia)
great apes•   
(gorillas,chimpanzees, 
bonobosinAfricaandorangutans 
in Borneo and Sumatra)
humans• (allovertheworld!)

Great apes are known  
for their outstanding  
intelligence, which  
allows them to…

use tools  •
(extracttermitesfrommounds 
withbladesofgrassorsticks, 
opennutswithstone“hammers”)
solveproblems•
recognizethemselvesinamirror•
expressafullrangeofemotions •
(fear,joy,love,jealousy,shame…)
formalliancestostrengthen •
theirpositionsormovehigher 
upinthehierarchy

Readthetextsbelowandtrytoconnectthemtotherightspecies.

Solution: Itiseasy,isn’tit?No.1)isgorilla,2)tamarin,3)chimpanzee.

1) Who am I?With200kilograms
(441lb)for1,70m(5.6ft)height,Iamthe
largestofallprimates.Mostofmydiet
iscomposedofleaves,roots,andfruits.
Everyevening,Ibuildanestonthe
groundforsleeping.Idefendmyfamily
fromanythreatbychestbeating,roaring,
andsometimesbycharging.

2) Who am I?Iamoneofthesmall‑
estprimatesonEarth.Idon’tweigh
morethan600g(1.3lb).Mytailisvery
longandIhavestrongclaws.Ieatfruits,
leaves,andinsects.Iusuallygivebirthto
twins.Ikeepjumpingfromonebranch
toanother,foragingforfoodandexplor‑
ingmyterritory.

3) Who am I?Ibelongtotheape
family.Iliveinlargegroups.Ieatfruits
andleavesbutmeataswell.Duringthe
night,Isleepinanestbuiltintreesand
madeofbranchesandleaves.Icanbe
verynoisyandsometimesagressive:
fightsanddisplaysarecommonbe‑
tweengroupmembers.

What is a Gorilla? Difference between monkeys and apes

ACTIVITY!

chimpanzee

goldenliontamarin

gorilla
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Are there many gorillas 

in the wild and where 

do they live?

There are 2 different  
gorilla species: 

the • Western Gorilla (Gorilla gorilla)  
ofwesternandcentralAfrica,and
the • Eastern Gorilla (Gorilla beringei) 
ofUganda,DemocraticRepublicof
Congo,andwesternRwanda.

Eachspeciesisdividedinto2subspecies.

Thewesterngorillaincludes:
the • Western Lowland Gorilla  
(Gorilla gorilla gorilla), and 
the • Cross River Gorilla  
(Gorilla gorilla diehli) 

Theeasterngorillaincludes:
the • Eastern Lowland Gorilla  
(Gorilla beringei graueri), and
the • Mountain Gorilla of the Virungas  
(Gorilla beringei beringei).

Allthesubspeciesareendangered 
orcriticallyendangered,accordingto
theInternationalUnionforConserva‑
tionofNature’sRedlistofThreatened
Species.

The Western Lowland Gorillas are the 
most numerous with 200,000 individuals 
survivinginthewild.

Thisistheonlygorillasubspecieskept
inzoos,exceptthe2femaleEastern
LowlandGorillaskeptinAntwerpzooin
Belgium.

About250to280CrossRivergorillas
arethoughttoliveintheborderbe‑
tweenNigeriaandCameroon.Theyare
classifiedasoneoftheworld’s25most
endangeredprimatesandweknowvery
littleabouttheirhabits.

Until recent years, 17,000 Eastern Low‑
landGorillaswerelivingintheeastern
partofDemocraticRepublicofCongo.
Nowthereareprobablylessthan4,000
remaining,asmanyofthemwerekilled
duringthecivilwar.

About720mountaingorillasinhabit
theVirungamountains.Theyarevery
well‑knownthankstoDianFossey,an
American researcher who studied them 
inthewildformanyyears.

What is a Gorilla? Gorilla species and subspecies

Western and eastern gorillas: 
different looks  
and different habits!

Western lowland gorillashaveshortfur
andbrownhaironthetopoftheirheads,
while eastern lowland gorillas’blue‑
‑blackfurissilkyandlong.

Western Gorillasliveintropicallowland
forestswhileEastern gorillasinhabit
montanerainforests.Mountain Gorillas 
canevenbefoundatelevationsashigh
as4,000meters!

Eastern Lowland Gorillas mostly eat 
leavesandplants,whileWestern Low‑
land Gorillaspreferfruits,especiallydur‑
ingtherainyseason.

They all have one thing in common: 
they are all threatened in the wild by 
forest destruction, habitat fragmenta‑
tion, hunting, and diseases. 

Do you know Dian Fossey’s  
famous book Gorillas in the Mist? 
A movie about her life in the Virungas, 
featuring Sigourney Weaver,  
was made in 1989.

Cross River Gorilla 
Western Lowland Gorilla 
Eastern Lowland Gorilla 
Mountain Gorilla

AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 7
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Not so scary

Withtheirimposingphysicalappearance,
malegorillasareveryimpressive!People
maythinkthey’restronglyagressive,but
they’renot!Thesegentlegiantsareshy
and quiet animals that use intimidation 
foronlyonepurpose–protectingtheir
family.

A united troop

Anadultmalegorillaiscalledasilver‑
back because the hair on his back turns 
silver‑greyashematures.Thesilverback
istheleaderandtheprotectorofhis
familygroup,whichiscomposedof
severaladultfemalesandtheiroffspring,
somejuvenilemales(calledblackbacks),
andjuvenilefemales.Inathreatening
situation,hewillbeathischest,produce
shrillvocalizations,throwvegetation,
andfinallychargeattheintruder.He
alsocaresfortheyoungwhilefemales
forageforfood.

A strange way of walking

Gorillasmostoftenwalkquadruped‑
ally(four‑footed)withlimitedbipedal
(two‑footed)movements.Whenmoving
ontheirfourfeet,they“knuckle‑walk”,
meaningthattheywalkontheir 
knucklesratherthantheirpalms.

A bed in the forest

Gorillasareactiveonlyduringtheday.
Eacheveningtheybuildanestbygath‑
eringbranchesaroundandundertheir
bodies.Nestscanbeconstructedlowin
thetreesoratgroundlevel. 
Infantssleepintheirmother’snestuntil
theyareabout3yearsofagebutthey
canstartpracticingnestbuildingas
youngas8months. 
Gorillasdefecateinornexttotheirnest
andthesizeofthedungcanhelpassess
theageoftheanimal(thelargeristhe
dung,theolderisthegorilla).Counting
nestsandmeasuringdungcantherefore
provideinformationonthenumberof
gorillasinatroopandtheageofeach
individuals.Itisacommonlyusedcensus
methodbyresearchers.

Mother and baby

Immediatelyafteritsbirth,thebabygo‑
rillaisabletoclingtoitsmother’sfront
withaverypowerfulgripfrombothits
handsandfeet. 
Duringthefirst6months,theinfantisin
almost constant contact with his mother, 
sucklingandsleepinginherarms. 
Younggorillasstartexploringtheirenvi‑
ronmentaround3monthsofage.They
starteatingsomevegetationaswell. 
Between 6 to 7 months, they start climb‑
ingontheirmothers’backsandtravel‑
lingshortdistancesfromthem. 
Infantswillbeweanedaround
3yearsold.

What is a Gorilla? Western lowland gorilla fact sheet

Order:  Primates 
Family:  Hominidae 
Genus:  Gorilla 
Species: Gorillagorillagorilla 
Height: male1,75m(5.7ft) 
 female1,40m(4.6ft) 
Weight: male180–230kg 
 (397–507 lb) 
 female70–100kg 
 (154–220 lb) 
Lifespan:between 30 and 40 years 
 inthewild;upto50years 
 inzoos 
Sexual maturity: 
 male – 15 years 
 female– 8years 
Gestation: about 8,5 months 
Numberofyoung: 1 
Weighatbirth:2kg(4.4lb) 
Frequencyofbirths:  
 every 3 or 4 years 
Habitat: tropicalforestsofwestern 
 andcentralAfrica 
Diet:  herbivorous(fruits, 
 leaves, seeds),  
 occasionally insects 
Threats:  habitat loss and  
 fragmentation(logging, 
 mining,landconversion 
 foragricultureandgrazing 
 animals),poachingfor 
 bushmeatorillegalpet 
 trade,warandpolitical 
 unrest, diseases like ebola
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Fingerprints? 

Noseprints!

Gorillashaveuniquefingerprintsasdo
humans.Whenwestudytheminthe
wild,however,itiseasiertodistinguish
thembytheirnoses.Gorillanosesdiffer
inshape,andyoucanrecognisethemby
lookingattheirnoses.

Pretendyouareagorillaresearcher,
studyingtheminthewild.Seeifyoucan
matcheachnosetotherightgorilla.

What is a Gorilla? Gorilla identification

Mike Yaoundé Ybana Bongo

Lookattheheightandwidthofthenose
andtheformandthelengthbetween
thenostrils.Maybeyoucanalsofind
somescarsandwrinkles.

Who is who?ACTIVITY!

1 2 3 4

Solution: Mike=1|Yaoundé=3|Ybana=4|Bongo=2

AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 9
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Head
Gorillas have massive heads with  
ahighsagittalcrest.Theheadsupports
thelargetemporalmusclesneeded 
togrindhardplants. 
Gorillas have a protuberant forehead 
overhanging the eyes. This distinctive 
shape helps protect their eyes.

Eyes
Gorillashavegoodeyesight,which 
isusedforfindingfoodanddetecting
movements. 
As they are active only during daytime, 
they can see color, which is very useful for 
finding ripe fruits in treetops!

Physical adaptationsPowerful and well ‑adapted body

Nose
Gorillashaveagoodsenseofsmell 
andareabletodetectstrongodors 
such as human sweat or the musk  
ofanunknowngorilla.

Teeth
Likehumans,gorillashave32teeth. 
An adult male gorilla can eat 20 kg  
of vegetation each day!

Hands and feet
Gorillas’sturdyfingershelp 
supporttheirbodyweight 
whenknuckle‑walking. 
Thumbandbigtoeoppose 
otherdigits,enablinggorillas 
tograspandmanipulateobjects. 
Gorillas have nails and not claws!

Shape
Gorillashavelongerarmsthanlegs.Arm
musclesarebigger,whichallowsthem
tobreakbranchesandplants. 
An adult gorilla’s upper body strength  
is 6 times or more powerful than that  
of an adult human!

Ears
Hearinghelpsgorillaslocateone 
anotheranddetectdanger. 
As their visibility is restricted  
by rainforests, dense vegetation,  
hearing is very important.

10
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Gorillasareprimarilyplant‑eaters. 
Awildgorilladietconsistsofmainly
leaves, shoots, and fruits.Occasionally,
they eat grubs, insects, and eggs.

Thebodyofagorillaisadapted 
toavegetarianlife.

Gorilla’s mouth

Gorillashavelargeteethwithsharp
canines.Thesecaninesareusedfor 
defenseaswellasbreakingtough 
vegetation.

Theyhavelargefacialmuscles 
forchewingtoughvegetation,which 
areattachedontopofthe 
skullatthesaggitalcrest.

Theirmolarshavecomplicatedpatterns
ofcuspsandridgestofacilitatechewing.

Gorilla’s digestive system

Gorilla’shavelarge,roundstomachs 
that allow them to eat and store  
vegetativefood.

Theirintestinesaremuchlongerthan
ours,tobetterbreakdownallthefibres
ofthefoodtheyeat.

Physical adaptationsAn herbivorous way of life
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Allprimateshavebodiesadaptedto
aclimbingwayoflife,yettheirhands 
and feet have been modified depend‑
ing on their different lifestyles.

Allapeshaverelativelylongerfingers
andasmallerthumbthanhumans.Apes
whomovearoundintreesbyswinging
underbrancheswithahand‑over‑hand
motion,suchassiamangs,gibbons,
andorangutans,havedevelopedlong,
strongfingersthatactlikehooksfor
hangingandswinging.Theirthumbs,
however,arenotwell‑developed,pos‑
siblybecauseithindersmovement.In
contrast,chimpanzeesandgorillas,have
thumbsthatarewell‑developedandag‑
ile.Theyallowforaprecisegraspasthe
thumbandfingersareopposedtoeach
other.Thehandsofhumans,notused
anylongerforclimbing,havedeveloped
intoperfect“graspinginstruments”.

Apesusehandsandfeetnotonlyfor
moving,butformanyotherthings.
It’sasiftheyhavefourhands,astheir
feethavelonglittletoesandathumb‑
‑likeagilebigtoe.Thisbigtoeismuch
shorter then the other toes, and can ac‑
tivelygraspthings.Inhumans,thefeet
havelosttheirabilitytograspinadapta‑
tiontoawalkinguprightmanner.Our
feetarewell‑adaptedtobearthewhole
bodyweightwhereasinotherapesthe
bodyweightisbornebyallfourlimbs.

Ape species

Gibbons and siamangs:Longarms,
slenderlonghands,alight,slender
body,smallestandmostarborealof
theapes,spendingmostofitstimein
trees.

Orangutan: Longarms,slenderlong
hands,heavierbodythangibbons,
malesarequitebigandheavy,and
spendmoretimeontheground,espe‑
ciallywhenmovingfromtreetotree.

Chimpanzees:Liveinforestsand
savannahs,spendalotoftimeonthe
ground,usetoolstogetfood.

Bonobos:Similartochimpanzees, 
butsmaller.

Gorillas: stout and muscular body,  
liveontheground,usetools 
togetfood.

Humans: you know what we look like 
andhowwemove…

Physical adaptationsGet a grip!

Thumbs Up!

Thankstoopposablethumbs,primates
cangraspobjectsbetterthanother
animals, which allows them to easily 
performtasksthatwouldbehardorim‑
possibleotherwise.Whatwouldyourlife
belikewithoutanopposablethumb?

Trywritingyournameordrawing •
apicturewithoutusingyourthumb.
Howaboutbuttoningyourshirt •
ortyingyourshoes?
Whatelsewouldbetoughtodo •
withoutthumbs?

Who is who?

Whichofthefollowinghandsandfeet
belongtothegibbon, orangutan,  
chimpanzee, gorilla, and human? 
Howaretheirhandsandfeetadapted 
totheirlifestyles?

ACTIVITY!

1

2

3

4

5

1. ............................................. 

2. ............................................. 

3. ............................................. 

4. ............................................. 

5. .............................................

Solution: 
 1=gibbon|2=chimpanzee| 

3 = human | 4=orangutan|5=gorilla

12
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Gorillasliveinfamilygroups.Group 
sizecanvaryfrom 2 to 25 members. 
The average group number is 9 individ‑
uals.Thegorillagrouphasahome range 
between 4 and 25 km2. 
Thegroupisveryimportantforthe 
gorillas.Meetthevariousgroupmem‑
bers here:

The boss 
There is only one adult male  
inthegroup.Heistheleaderand 
is called the silverback. 
Thesilverbackhasexclusivebreeding
rightstothefemalesandisthefather 
ofalltheyoungstersinthegroup. 
Itishisdutytoprotectthegroupandto
decidewhereandwhentomovenext.

The harem
There are several adult females in the 
family.Thefemalesfollowthesilverback
andcarefortheyoungbygrooming,
feeding,andcarryingthem.Theharem’s
supportforthesilverbackiscrucialfor
hisenduringreign,assolitarymales
sometimeschallengetheexistingorder.

The youngsters
Gorilla infants are very small and  
fragilewhentheyareborn. 
Theyonlyweighabout2kg! 
The younggorillasstayclosetotheir
motherforabout5years. 
Theyoungstersspendagreatdealofthe
day playing.Theyplaywitheachother
tolearnhowtobeagorilla. 
The young females leave their  
natalgroupwhentheybecome 
sexuallymature.

The blackbacks 
Younggorillamalesarecalled 
blackbacks. 
Blackbacksareoffspringofthe 
silverback.Theywillstayinthegroup
untiltheymatureataround10years. 
Atthattime,theywillleavethegroup. 
Theywilltheneitherstayalonefor
a while or in a multimalesgroup 
beforegettingtheirfirstfemales 
andcreatingtheirownfamily.

Gorilla familyA strong family unit

Thegroupmembershelpeachother.Theywarneachotherifthereis 
anydangeraround.Femalegorillaswithinfantsgethelpfromotherfemales. 

The silverback protectsandtakescareoftheyoungsters.

Lifeisnotonlysafer forthegorillasiftheyliveinagroup, 
italsogivesthemcompany and playmates.

Helping each other

AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 13
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Gorilla familyFrom birth till adolescence

Newborn Infant Juvenile Subadult

Adult female

Mother Siverback

Black back

1–3 years old 3–6 years old 6–8 years old

8 years old

more than 8 years old 13–15 years old

8–13 years old

14
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Be a behavior scientist  
and study gorillas in the zoo!

Peopleareasocialbunch, 
andspendalotoftimearoundother
people.Doyouthinkgorillasliketo
hangoutwitheachother,too?

Let’s make a prediction!

Doyouthinkthatgorillasspend 
mostoftheirtimealoneorwith 
othergorillas?

Time to find out! 

Gorilla familyDo gorillas have friends?

Pickagorillatoobservefor15minutes.
Everyminute,recordwhetherthegorilla
iswithinonegorillaarm’slengthof
anothergorillaornot.

min.

Within  
onegorilla’s
armlengthof 
anothergorilla

More than  
onegorilla’s
armlength
awayfromany
othergorilla

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

What did you find?

Howmanytimeswasthegorillanearanothergorilla?

Dividethatnumberby15(thetotalnumberofminutesoftheobservation 
period)andmultiplyitby100tocalculatethepercentageoftimethegorilla
spentwithanothergorilla. 

Howmanytimeswasthegorillaalone?

Dividethatnumberby15(thetotalnumberofminutesoftheobservation
period)andmultiplyitby100tocalculatethepercentageoftimethegorilla
spentalone. 

Didthegorillaspendmoretimehangingoutwithafriendoralone? 

Isthatwhatyouthoughtwouldhappen? 

Whydoyouthinkgorillasarelikethat? 

Whatotherquestionsaboutthegorillascouldyouinvestigate? 

ZOO‑ACTIVITY!

AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 15



How does a gorilla 

spend its time?

Inthewild,gorillaswakeupatsunset
andstarteating.

Theyspendapproximatelyhalftheday
slowlyeatingontheirwaythroughthe
rainforest.Theyrarelydrinkwateras
theirherbivorousdietcontainsplentyof
water.

Thegroupmovesabout400–1,000me‑
tersperday.

Atmidday,gorillasbuildanestandtake
arest.Duringthisrest‑periodtheyoung
gorillasplaywitheachother.

Aftertherest,feedingandforaging
activitiesresume.

Gorillasspendabout14hoursfeeding
andforaging,andabout10hoursresting
everyday.

Attheendoftheday,gorillasbuild
sleepingnestsonthegroundorinthe
treesforthenight.Anewnestisbuilt
eachnight,becausetheytraveltodif‑
ferentlocationsduringtheforaging.
Thedailyconstructionofnewnestsalso
helpspreventparasitesthatmaynestin
thebedding.

Thenestismadefrombranchesandma‑
terialfromotherplants.Amotherand
herinfantwillstayinthesamenest.

In order to make their daily activity cycle 
astrueasthatofthegorillasinthewild,
zoosoftenhopthegorillas,foodinto
smallpiecesandputtheminmanydif‑
ferentplacesthroughouttheenclosure.
Thatiscalledactivityfeeding!

Gorilla behaviorVery busy day!

You as a gorilla?

Howdoyouspendyourday?Areyouasbusyasgorillas?

Time Activity

8 am

10 am

12pm

2pm

4pm

6pm

8pm

10pm

Compareyourlifetoagorilla.Howmanyminutesdoyouspendeatingeveryday? 

Pretendyouareasleepygorilla:Buildyourownnestfromsometree‑branches!

ZOO‑ACTIVITY!
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Where’syourfavoriteplaceathome
tohangout?Underatree?Onthe
couch?Atthekitchentable?Inyour
bedroom?Doyouthinkthegorillas
haveafavoritespotintheirexhibit?

Let’s Make a Prediction!

Wheredoyouthinkthegorillasliketo
hangout?Dotheyliketobeinopen
areasornearawallorotherstructure?
Dotheyliketobeonthegroundorup
highontopofarockorotherstruc‑
ture?Dotheyliketobenearthefront
oftheexhibitorprefertohangoutin
theback?Whatareyourpredictions?

Time to Find Out!

Gorilla behavior Where do the gorillas hang out?

Chooseagorillatoobservefor15minutes.Every60seconds, 
marktheboxesthatdescribewhereitishangingout.

min.

In  
open
area

Near 
wall or 
struc‑
ture

On  
the 
ground

On  
topof
a struc‑
ture

At 
frontof
exhibit

At  
backof
exhibit

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

What did you find?

Howmanytimeswasthegorilla:

Inopenarea?

Nearwallorstructure?

Ontheground?

Ontopofastructure?

Atfrontofexhibit?

Atbackofexhibit?

Didthegorillaspendmoretime 
inopenareaornearwallorstructure?

Didthegorillaspendmoretime 
onthegroundorontopofastructure?

Didthegorillaspendmoretime 
atthefrontorthebackoftheexhibit? 

Isthatwhatyouthoughtwouldhappen?  

Whydoyouthinkthegorillapreferstospenditstime 
inthoselocations?  

Whatotherpreferencesmightthegorillashave?  

ZOO‑ACTIVITY!

AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 17



Gorilla behavior Gorillas are very busy

ACTIVITY!What are they doing?

Matchthethefollowingbehaviortoeachdrawing. 
playing|chestbeating|eating|caringforbaby|sleeping|resting| 
knuckle‑walking|climbing|grooming

18
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An amazing  

resonance chamber!

Gorillascanemployvarioussounds
tocommunicatebetweenthem:soft
grunts,purrs,rumbles,coughs,barks,
grumbles,chestbeats,andsoon. 
Eachsoundmeanssomethingspecial.
Thankstoanimpressivechest,which
sounds like a drum, silverbacks can 
produceveryloudandstrangenoises.
However,gorillasgenerallyarevery
quietanimals,unlikechimpanzees.

Gorilla behavior Gorilla communication

I’m happy!
Howdoesagorillaexpresshiscontent‑
ment(oftenwheneatingafavorite
food)?Hepurrsalmostlikeacat!

I am in a bad mood!
Whenagorillaisupset,hemightcough 
or bark.Itsoundslikeahumanwarning
anotherbysaying“uh,uh,ahhh!”

I’m afraid!
Gorillascangivehigh ‑pitched yells.
Thismeansthattheymightbeangry,
frightenedbysomething,orsuffering
frompain.Babygorillasmayscream or 
whimper ifleftalonebytheirmotheror
ifthey’refeelingscared.

Let’s play!
Agorillacanlaugh whenplaying. 
Thenoisesoundslikeasofthuman
“hah‑hah‑hah”,withaquickintakeofair
blowinginandout–almostlikeveryfast
breathinginsteadoflaughing!

Watch out!
Chest beatshaveseveralmeanings.
Fromagorillafeelinggoodonasunny
day,toagorillaintimidating,toagorilla
warningsomeonethathe’sthereand
watching.Babygorillaslearntobeat
theirchestsandjuvenilesoftenchest
beatwhentheyplay.

Gorillas also have very  
expressive faces and postures

Friendlywrestleorchaseoftenresultin
a wide ‑open mouth or smile,indicating
thatthegorillaisplaying,notfighting!

Agorillalying flatinfrontofasilverback
isthathe’sadoptingasubmissive 
position.

Pursed lips and standing upright indi‑
catetensionandannoyance.

AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 19
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Gorillas,likepeople,usefacial 
expressionstocommunicatewith 
eachother.Taketurnsmakingfaces 
thatexpressanemotionandtry 
toguesswhichemotionthatis 
withyourfriends.

Some emotions you could try  
toexpressmightbe:happy,sad,angry,
surprised,orconfused.

Describeyourexperienceshere:

ACTIVITY!

Gorilla behavior Face It!
20
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Gorilla for dinner

Oneofthemajorthreatstowildgorillas
ispoachingfortheirmeatandbody
parts.Meatfromgorillasandotherwild‑
lifeiscalledbushmeat(Itistranslated
fromfrenchtermformeatfromwild‑
life–“viandedebrousse”).Gorillameat
isconsideredadelicacy.Skullsandother
gorillabodypartsaresoldassouvenirs
orusedasamulets.

Did you know?
Whentheadultgorillasarekilledby
poachers,theyounggorillasareoften
soldaspets.

No forest – No gorillas

Anotherproblemforthegorillaisthe
destructionoftheforestthroughdefor‑
estation,fire,ormining.Theforestisdis‑
turbedbyloggingcompaniesharvesting
timberanditismodifiedforagriculture
purposes.Thiscauseshabitatlossand
fragmentation.Fragmentedhabitats
limitbreedingopportunities,reduce
foodresources,andincreasehuman
conflictswithwildlife.

Did you know?
Thereareonlyabout720mountaingoril‑
lasleftinthewild.

Too close to humans

Afurtherthreatfacingthegorillasis
diseases‑duetotheclosecontactwith
humans.Manydiseasesthatinfect
humansmayalsoinfectotherprimates.
ManygorillashavediedofEbolavirus
transferredbyhumans.

Did you know?
Gorillas and humans are so closely 
related,thattheycaninfecteachother
withdiseases.

Loss of limb or life

Snaressetforotheranimalsarealso
adangerforgorillas.Theirhandsor
feetcanbecaughtintheloop,which
cancausethelossofalimborthelife
ofthegorilla.

Gorilla conservationMan is gorilla’s worst enemy

Living in a war zone

Unfortunately,thegorillas’forested
homealsoprovidesretreatsforarmed
factionsduringtimeofwarandpolitical
unrest.Thisadverselyaffectsgorillas
andotheranimalpopulationsbyreduc‑
ingthenumberofareastheymaysafely
inhabit.

Few natural enemies

Gorillashavefewenemies.Theonly
naturalonesbeinghumansandvery
rarelyleopards.

AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 21
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Coltan Mining

Anareaofforestisbeingdestroyed 
byminingforcoltananddiamonds.
Coltanoreisthesourceoftantalum– 
anessentialcoatingforcomponents 
ofcellphones.Moneyfromcoltanand 
diamondmininghelpsfinancethecivil
warintheDemocraticRepublic 
ofCongo(DRC).

Can the gorillas survive in this area? 

Logging for timber

Aloggingcompanyhasclearcutanarea
foritshardwoodtreesandsoldthemto
buyersoutsidethecountry.

Can the gorillas remain here? 

War and Political Unrest

An area has been involved in civil unrest 
forseveralyears.Thishasresultedin
directdamagetotheforestaswellas
thepoachingofmanyanimal,including
gorillas,forbushmeat.

Can this forest continue to provide 
safe homes for gorillas? 

Agriculture

Anareahasbeenconvertedtofieldsto
growfoodforthelocalcommunity.

Will the gorillas need to find a new 
home somewhere else? 

Conservation Actions

Anareaofforesthasbeensavedfrom
destructionbyconservationorganiza‑
tionsworkingwiththelocalcommunity
todevelopsustainablehoneyfarmsout‑
sideparkboundaries.Thisprojectserves
asanimportantsourceofincomeand
preventstheneedtoburndowntreesto
harvesthoneyfromhives.

Can the gorillas stay in this area? 

Gorilla conservationGorilla habitat loss
ACTIVITY!

Loggingcamp,northernCongo
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How are we  

saving gorillas

Gorillasarelegallyprotectedincoun‑•
trieswheretheylive.

An international treaty called CITES •
(Convention on International Trade in 
EndangeredSpeciesofWildFloraand
Fauna)regulatestradeinthreatened
species,includinggorillas.Gorillas
arelistedinAppendix1,whichstrictly
prohibitstheirtrade.

TheInternationalUnionforConserva‑•
tionofNature(IUCN)isaninterna‑
tionalorganizationthatsupportsthe
conservationofwildlivingresources.
TheIUCNRedListhasclassifiedall
subspeciesofgorillasasendangeredor
criticallyendangered.

Ecotourismhelpsprotectingwildgoril‑•
lasthankstothemoneybroughtby
tourists who visit the animals in nation‑
alparks.Moneyisusedformonitoring
gorillas,payingparkguards,estab‑
lishingeducationprograms,building
schoolsandclinics,andmore.

How can you help?

Gorilla conservationSaving the gorilla

Joinagorillaprotection 
organization!

Also recycle electronics to reduce 
miningforcoltan,ametallicore
usedincellphonesandlaptops.
Miningisagreatthreattothe
gorilla’shabitat!

Avoidbuyingfurnitureandfloors
madeofwoodfromtherainforest.

Recycleand/orreusewoodprod‑
ucts,includingpaper,tohelpsave
treesandforestedenvironments.

Spreadtheword–tellyour 
friendsabouttheneedfor 
gorillaconservation!

Supportcompanies 
thatusecertified 
wood, indicated  
by the Forest  
Stewardship 
Council’slogo! 
www.fsc.org

Zoosraisepublicawarenessthrough•
education,supportgorillaconserva‑
tionprogramsinthewild,andhelpto
betterunderstandthespeciesthanks
to behavioral studies conducted on the 
animalstheykeep.

AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 23
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What a strange idea!

Can I really help  

protect gorillas  

by recycling 

my cell phone?

Cellphonetechnologyusescolumbite‑
tantaliteore,alsocalledcoltan.Oncere‑
fined,coltanbecomesmetallictantalum,
aheatresistantpowderthatcanhold
ahighelectricalcharge.Theseproper‑
tiesmakeitavitalelementincreating
capacitors,theelectronicelementsthat
controlflowinsideminiaturecircuit
boards.Tantalumcapacitorsareusedin
almostallcellphones,laptops,pagers,
andotherelectronicdevices.

Coltanismainlyfoundintherainforests
ofcentralAfricawheregorillasandmany
otherendangeredanimalslive.The
mining,oftenillegal,destroyswildlife
habitats and widely contributes to the 
declineingorillaspopulations,asbands
ofnativesminingthisorealsohuntani‑
malsforfood.Moneyfromcoltanand
diamondminingalsohelpstofinance
civilwarsinAfrica.

Thatiswhyreducingthedemandfor
coltanshouldhelpsavegorillasandtheir
habitat.

Gorilla conservationProtecting gorillas by recycling cell phones!

How can you help?

Recycle your cell phone by:

donatingittothezoo •
next to your home, or

returningittoastorethatis •
obligatedtotakethemback.

Another solution is to keep your 
cell phone as long as possible! 
Thelessyouchangeit,theless
coltanisneeded!

24
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Michelle Rodenberg and Melissa  
Antons, two science teachers at  
St. Bartholomew Consolidated School 
(SBCS),heardaboutthecellphone
recyclingprogramattheCincinnatiZoo
fromacolleague.Bothteacherswere
alsoadvisorstoStudentCouncil.The
scienceteachersencouragedStudent
Counciltoinitiateacampaigntorecycle
cellphones,cellphonebatteries,and
chargers.SBCS’sStudentCouncilmade
acommitmenttosupportthezoo’sef‑
fort.StudentCouncilalsohopestoraise
awarenessabouttheimportanceof
protectinggorillahabitatthroughthe
recyclingeffort.

Aflierwassenttoeveryoneintheschool
communityexplainingtheimportance
ofrecyclingcellphonesandtheim‑
pactrecyclingcanhaveonpreserving
gorillahabitat.Acellphonecollection
boxwasplacedintheschoolfoyer.
SBCS’s mission is to educate, recycle, 
andpreservehabitat.

www.eco‑cell.com

“I put my old cell phone in the box  •
so the materials did not go to waste  
in sitting in my closet or landfill.”  
MeganWillams,8thgrade

“I personally have not donated  •
a cell phone to this program,  
but I think it is a great way for  
our school to Go Green!”  
Alex Lohmann, 8thgrade

“I think it is great that our school  •
is getting involved in the world  
community by trying to save  
the habitat of endangered species  
by recycling our old cell phones.” 
Sarah Pierce

Gorilla conservation Start a Cell Phone Recycling program
AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 25
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DianFosseywasanAmericanzoologist,
whodevotedherlifetoprotectingand
studyingthemountaingorillasofAfrica.

Herworkhasbeenveryimportantto
ourunderstandingandknowledgeof
gorillas.

ShevisitedAfricaforthefirsttime
in 1963, and returned in 1966 where she 
beganalongtimestudyofthemountain
gorillasinDemocraticRepublicofCongo
andRwanda.

In 1977, Dian established the Karisoke 
ResearchCenterintheVirungaMoun‑
tains.

WhenDian’sfavoritegorilla,Digit,was
killedbypoachersin1978,shecreated
TheDigitFundtoraisemoneyforanti‑
‑poachingpatrols.Thefundstillexists
today, but is renamed The Dian Fossey 
FundInternational.

Dian was murdered by an unknown 
attacker in her cabin at the Karisoke 
ResearchCenterin1985.Thekillerwas
neverfound,butmanypeoplebelieve
thatshewaskilledbypoachers.

DianisburiednexttoDigitandonher
gravestoneiswritten:“Nooneloved
gorillasmore…”

Gorilla conservationNo one loved gorillas more…

Dian evolved a very close  
relationshiptothegorillas. 
She learned to imitate their  
vocalizationsandbehavior, 
andtherebygainedtheirtrust.

You cannot talk about  
gorilla‑research with‑
out mentioning  
Dian Fossey.

Did you know? 

DianFossey’slifewasportrayed 
in a movie called Gorillas in the Mist – 
the Story of Dian Fossey.
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Ideas to inspire you

HaveanApe Awareness Days event  
atyourzoo.Herearesomeideas:

Schedulespecialkeepertalks •
andapeenrichmentactivities.

Letvisitorshelpcreate •
enrichmentitems,forexample, 
fillingpuzzlefeedersormaking 
papermachepiñatas.

Usebiofacts,suchasgorillahand •
andfootcasts,tointerpret.

Holdacellphonerecyclingcampaign.•

Writegorilla‑gramstosend •
topoliticiansinsupportofgorilla 
conservation.

Gorilla conservation Ape Awareness Days
AllAboutGorillas|AResourceforConservationEducators 27
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Games
macaque AgorillaistheLARGESTofallprimates. 

AgorillaisaHERBIVORE. 
ThedominantmaleiscalledtheSILVERBACK. 

GorillasliveinAFRICA.

chimpanzee|orangutan|lemur|macaque 
|baboon|colobus|gorilla|tamarin

1.

Whichoftheseprimatesdoesn’t 
belongtotheapefamily?

gorilla•
siamang•
orangutan•
macaque •
chimpanzee•
bonobo •
gibbon•

2.
A B C D E F G H I J K L M

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Replaceeachnumberbythecorrespondingletterandfind 
thesecretwordsthatwillgiveyouinformationaboutgorillas!

Agorillaisthe•
 12 | 1 | 18 | 7 | 5 | 19 | 20 

ofallprimates.

Agorillaisa•
 8 | 5 | 18 | 2 | 9 | 22 | 15 | 18 | 5 

.

The dominant male is called the•
 19 | 9 | 12 | 22 | 5 | 18 | 2 | 1 | 3 | 11 

.

Gorillas live in•
 1 | 6 | 18 | 9 | 3 | 1 

.

3.

Findeightprimatenames 
thatarehiddeninthegrid.

C H I M P A N Z E E

O R U P B O I F J X

L G K H Q N R U T S

O O R A N G U T A N

B R C S D X M V M E

U I U I J E T N A W

S L E M U R M Q R B

Z L H O Z F S A I L

M A C A Q U E B N A

U F X V B A B O O N
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Games

Doyouneedhelp?Findsolutiononpage33. Doyouneedhelp?Findsolutiononpage33.

4. 

Connectthedotsinnumericalordertorevealthepicture.

5. 

Drawinthemissingtoes!

Orangutan Gorilla Human
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Zoos exhibiting gorillas  
that provided information  
for the manual:

Year of the Gorilla

YearoftheGorilla:• www.yog2009.org
ConventiononMigratorySpecies: •
www.cms.int
GreatApesSurvivalProject(GRASP):•
www.unep.org/GRASP

Books

Dian Fossey, • Gorillas in the Mist. 
ISBN:978‑0618083602
GeorgeB.Schaller, •
The Year of the Gorilla. 
ISBN: 9780226736488
Dr.CarlaLitchfield, •
The Gorilla Book: Born To Be Wild,  
ISBN:978‑1‑74203‑088‑3
MartinHarvey&LetitiaFarris‑Tous‑•
saint: Gorillas – the Gentle Giants.
ISBN978‑1‑901268‑35‑5

About gorillas

Berggorilla: •
www.berggorilla.org/english/frame.html
Animal Diversity Web:  •
http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/ 
site/index.html
The Gorilla Foundation:  •
www.koko.org/kidsclub
GorillaHaven:• www.gorilla‑haven.org

Zoo associations

WorldAssociationofZoos •
and Aquariums: www.waza.org
International Zoo Educators  •
Association: www.izea.net
EuropeanAssociationofZoos •
and Aquaria: www.eaza.net
AssociationofZoosandAquariums•
(United States): www.aza.org

Conservation

TheGorillaOrganization: •
www.gorillas.org
TheBwindi–impenetrable •
GreatApeProject: 
www‑rcf.usc.edu/~stanford/bigape.html
IUCNRedList:• www.iucnredlist.org
TheIUCNPrimateSpecialistGroup:•
www.primate‑sg.org
WildlifeConservationSociety(WCS): •
www.wcs.org 
WCSCongo:• www.wcs‑congo.org
PanAfricanSanctuaryAlliance: •
www.pasaprimates.org
Jane Goodall Institute:  •
www.janegoodall.org
World Wide Fund For Nature (WWF):  •
www.panda.org 

Bushmeat

Bushmeat Crisis Task Force:  •
www.bushmeat.org/portal/server.pt 
www.bushmeat‑campaign.net 
www.bushmeat‑kampagne.de

Pictures

Arkive: • www.arkive.org

Mountain Gorillas

The Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund:  •
www.gorillafund.org
The Mountain Gorilla  •
VeterinaryProject:www.mgvp.org
International Gorilla Conservation  •
Programme:www.mountaingorillas.org
Mountain Gorilla Conservation Fund: •
www.saveagorilla.org
WorldWildlifeFund(WWF): •
www.worldwildlife.org/species/finder/ 
mountaingorilla/mountaingorillas.html

Great apes

GreatApeProject:• www.greatapeproject.org
ApeAlliance:• www.4apes.com

Resources and Reference List

In North America
Bronx Zoo, USA: • www.bronxzoo.com
Denver Zoo, USA: • www.denverzoo.org
Atlanta Zoo, USA: • www.zooatlanta.org
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden, •
USA: www.cincinnatizoo.org

In Europe
Givskud Zoo, Danemark:  •
www.givskudzoo.dk
La Palmyre Zoo, France:  •
www.zoo‑palmyre.fr
LoroParque(CanaryIslands),Spain: •
www.loroparque.com
RotterdamZoo,TheNetherlands: •
www.rotterdamzoo.nl
ZooZürich,Switzerland:• www.zoo.ch
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Participating Zoos in the 2009 Year of the Gorilla

Country Institution
1 Austria ZooSchmiding

2 Australia RoyalMelbourneZoologicalGardens,Parkville

3 Australia ZoologicalParksBoardofNSW,TarongaZoo

4 Belgium RoyalZoologicalSocietyofAntwerp

5 Brazil BeloHorizonteZoo,MinasGerais

6 Cameroon LimbeWildlifeCentre

7 Canada CalgaryZoo

8 Canada TorontoZoo,Scarborough

9 Canada Granby Zoo

10 Switzerland Zoo Basel

11 Switzerland ZooZürich

12 China BeijingZoo

13 China ShanghaiZoo

14 CzechRepublic ZoologicalGardenDvůrKrálovénadLabem

15 CzechRepublic ZoologicalGardenPrague

16 CzechRepublic Zoo&ChateauZlín‑Lešná

17 Germany ZooDuisburg

18 Germany ZooFrankfurt

19 Germany ZooHannover

20 Germany TiergartenHeidelberg

21 Germany ZoologischerGartenKöln

22 Germany ZooLeipzig

23 Germany AllwetterzooMünster

24 Germany TiergartenNürnberg

25 Germany WilhelmaZool‑BotGarten,Stuttgart

26 Germany ZoologischerGartenWuppertal

27 Germany ZooRostock

Country Institution
28 Germany ZoologischerGartenBerlin

29 Germany MünchenerTierparkHellabrunn

30 Germany ZoologischerGartenSaarbrücken

31 Denmark Givskud Zoo

32 France ZooparcdeBeauval

33 France ParcZoologiquedelaPalmyre

34 France Lavalléedessinges

35 France TouroparcenBeaujoulais

36 Hungary BudapestZoo&BotanicalGarden

37 Indonesia TheSchmutzerPrimateCentre,RagunanZoo,Jakarta

38 India Mysore Zoo, Karnataka

39 Ireland ZoolSocofIreland,DublinZoo

40 Israel ZoologicalcenterTel‑Aviv‑Ramat‑Gan

41 Japan FukuokaZoo,Chuo‑ku

42 Japan HamamatsuMunicipalZoo,Shizuoka

43 Japan HitachiKamineZoo,Ibaraki

44 Japan KobeOjiZoo,Hyogo

45 Japan KyotoMunicipalZoo,Sakyoku

46 Japan NagoyaHigashiyamaZoo,Chikusaku

47 Japan UenoZoo,Taito‑Ku,Tokyo

48 Japan ChibaZoo,Wakaba‑ku

49 South Korea Seoul Grand Park Zoo

50 Mexico ChapultepecZoo,MexicoCity

51 Mexico GuadalajaraZoo,Jalisco

52 The Netherlands Artis,RoyalZooAmsterdam

53 The Netherlands ApenheulPrimatePark

54 The Netherlands StichtingKoninklijkeRotterdamseDiergaarde
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Country Institution
55 Portugal JardimZoologicoedeAclimacaoemPortug

56 Poland OpoleZoo

57 SouthAfrica JohannesburgZoologicalGardens

58 SouthAfrica NationalZoologicalGardens,Pretoria

59 Russia Moscow Zoo

60 Russia RostovZoo,RostovonDon

61 Sweden KolmardensDjurpark

62 Spain Zoo Barcelona

63 Spain ParquedelaNaturalezadeCabárceno,Obregón

64 Spain LoroParque,S.A.PuertodelaCruz,Tenerife

65 Spain BioparcValencia

66 United Arab Emirates Al Ain Zoo

67 UnitedKingdom Paigntonzoo

68 UnitedKingdom CityofBelfastZoologicalGardens

69 UnitedKingdom CliftonandWestofEnglandZoolSoc

70 UnitedKingdom DurrellWildlifeConservationTrust,Jersey

71 UnitedKingdom ZoologicalSocietyLondon

72 UnitedKingdom Twycross Zoo, East Midland Zool Soc

73 UnitedKingdom BlackpoolZoopark

74 UnitedKingdom ChessingtonWorldofAdventures

75 UnitedStatesofAmerica NorthCarolinaZoologicalPark

76 UnitedStatesofAmerica Audubon Zoo, New Orleans

77 UnitedStatesofAmerica BirminghamZoo

78 UnitedStatesofAmerica Gladys Porter Zoo, Brownsville

79 UnitedStatesofAmerica LincolnParkZoo,Chicago,IL

Country Institution
80 UnitedStatesofAmerica Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Gardens

81 UnitedStatesofAmerica WildlifeConservationSociety,NY

82 UnitedStatesofAmerica BronxZoo,NY

83 UnitedStatesofAmerica Zoo Atlanta 

84 UnitedStatesofAmerica Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund Int,c/o Zoo Atlanta

85 UnitedStatesofAmerica SanDiegoZoo,CA

86 UnitedStatesofAmerica Santa Barbara Zoo, CA

87 UnitedStatesofAmerica CheyenneMountainZoo,ColoradoSprings,CO

88 UnitedStatesofAmerica Denver Zoo, CO

89 UnitedStatesofAmerica NationalZoologicalPark,Smithson.WashDC

90 UnitedStatesofAmerica Jacksonville Zoo, FL

91 UnitedStatesofAmerica Disney’sAnimalKingdom,LakeBuenaVista,FL

92 UnitedStatesofAmerica Miami Metro Zoo, FL

93 UnitedStatesofAmerica BuschGardens,Tampa,FL

94 UnitedStatesofAmerica BrookfieldZoo,IL,ChicagoZoologicalSociety

95 UnitedStatesofAmerica TopekaZoo,KS

96 UnitedStatesofAmerica SedgwickCountyZoo,Wichita,KS

97 UnitedStatesofAmerica St Paul’s Como Zoo, MN

98 UnitedStatesofAmerica St Louis Zoo, MO

99 UnitedStatesofAmerica Omaha’sHenryDoorlyZoo,NE

100 UnitedStatesofAmerica ColumbusZoo,Powell,OH

101 UnitedStatesofAmerica ToledoZoo,OH

102 UnitedStatesofAmerica Woodland Park Zoo, Seattle, WA

103 UnitedStatesofAmerica Milwaukee County Zoo, WI

104 UnitedStatesofAmerica GorillaHaven

105 UnitedStatesofAmerica TheBuffaloZoo,NY

106 UnitedStatesofAmerica ClevelandMetroparks,OH

Participating Zoos in the 2009 Year of the Gorilla
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