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Unrest and Conservation
Efforts in the Virunga Park

Since August 1998, the Rassemble-
ment Congolais pour la Democratie
(RCD) has waged an armed rebellion
against the government of President
Laurent Desiré Kabila. As in 1996, the
events started in Goma and Bukavu,
the eastern part of the Democratic Re-
public of Congo. The armed forces
shifted from loyalists to rebels with less
fighting in towns. However, the situa-
tion has worsened and resulted in the
escalation of violence and insecurity in
the region.

Most of the roads out of Goma are
very unsafe for travellers. The rebel
forces control most of the towns but
there are several armed groups active
all around including Interahamwe mili-
tia and Mai-Mai. There was isolated
fighting in various places, and Rwindi,
inside the park, was attacked on differ-
ent occasions. Although there was not
much loss among park personnel, the
crisis has had very adverse effects on
conservation. Most of the park re-
habilitation process and plans have
been hampered by the crisis. Several
patrol posts have been abandoned or
closed down to avoid putting people at
a great risk.

In areas where there was no enor-
mous disturbance, rangers and other
park personnel were encouraged to re-
main present to avoid a complete loss
of park control and monitoring. In some
areas, some activities continue but
with too many constraints, i.e. rangers
continue the monitoring of gorillas in
Jomba. There has been some distur-
bance of the habitats in the southern
sector where about 25-50 m of forest
vegetation were cut on both sides of
the road between Kibati and Rutshuru
(about 60 km) to create a security
buffer zone. This also affected the culti-
vation and crops of local people who
were sometimes displaced to new ar-
eas or to camps. The general attitude
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among conservationists lies on expec-
tation and some sort of encouragement
from some wardens to rangers to deal
with the difficult situation. Other prob-
lems caused by the crisis include:
— A breakdown of regular communica-
tion and reporting between ICCN (In-
stitut Congolais pour la Conservation
de la Nature) Goma and the field. It
was difficult to even have an internal
discussion about the impact of the war
on conservation. Recently we urged
the ICCN Goma office and all the chief
wardens to have a meeting to evaluate
the situation and to prepare a flexible
contingency plan including priority is-
sues to deal with the situation. DFGF
(Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund) Europe
generously and promptly provided sup-
port to cover all the logistic needs for
the ICCN meeting in Goma on Decem-
ber 4-5.
— No salaries are being paid or are
expected to be paid in the near future
by the government (rebels or Kabila).
— The continuation of the long military
presence in the park has resulted in
increased poaching activities.
Vital Katembo Mushengezi

There is some evidence that soldiers
are hunting in Virunga National Park.
One ranger in Rwindi was seriously
injured by Mai-Mai during a night at-
tack on Kamandi post. Other rangers
are also at risk. As the salaries of the
rangers are not being paid, the risk is
great that they themselves might start
poaching. It is almost impossible to
take action against poachers, because
soldiers are in the park all the time.

Claude Sikubwabo Kiyengo told us
in October that Interahamwe are active
in the south of the park and Mai-Mai in
the central sector. Several guard posts
have been closed down. Poaching has
started up again in the centre and in
the east of the park, but it has not yet
reached the level it had in 1997. On
September 30, 4 rangers were sefi-
ously injured by Mai-Mai, and on Octo-
ber 9, Rwindi was attacked again. The

property was looted, but Claude Si-
kubwabo was able to save the equip-
ment that the Berggorilla & Regenwald
Direkthilfe provided him.

Latest news: Claude Sikubwabo told
us on December 31 that poaching by
the military is increasing. Animals are
shot and sold in the villages surround-
ing the park — Kibirizi, Kiwanja and
Ishasha. DFGF Europe is funding an
emergency program to enable the
ICCN regain control in certain zones.

Tourists Kidnapped in
Congo

Four foreign tourists who had wanted
to visit the mountain gorillas in Jomba
vanished after being attacked by gun-
men, probably Interahamwe. Despite
having been advised not to cross the
border, a group of 6 tourists entered
the Democratic Republic of Congo on
August 15, only a few days after the
recent war had started there. Two of
them escaped the attack, the other
4 tourists as well as 2 drivers, 2 rang-

Two Young Gorillas
Killed in Jomba

On September 3, poachers shot
2 mountain gorillas near Jomba in
Virunga National Park, D. R. Con-
go, according to AWF (African
Wildlife Foundation). Birori, a ju-
venile male, and Gasigwa, a 3-
year-old female, who belonged to

the Lulengo group, were killed
only 100 m from the park bound-
ary. During a group count, ICCN
rangers noticed that only 6 of the
8 group members were present.

It is thought that the gorillas
were killed mistakenly and that
the poachers were hunting other
animals. They left the apes' bod-
ies and fled.
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ers and 3 porters vanished. One of the
foreigners was released after a few
days. The 3 foreign visitors who are
still missing are from New Zealand,
Sweden and Switzerland.

The Ugandan newspaper New Vi-
sion reported that the abducted tourists
were sighted in a Congo forest in Oc-
tober. Diplomats and locals said the
number of captives has risen to 5 and
includes 2 more men, one of whom
wears a religious collar. Since then, we
have not received any news.

The Mikeno Gorillas

This article describes the history of a
gorilla group during the troubled times
between November 1996 and April
1998.

The IGCP (International Gorilla
Conservation Programme) initiated
and supervised a program for the
monitoring of the mountain gorillas and
for the study of the ecology of the
Mikeno (Virunga National Park), after
several ICCN staff had been trained for
this purpose. Every gorilla was ob-
served, described and photographed;
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their characteristics were recorded on
'identity cards'. Subsequently, each
habituated animal was named. The
history of the former Ndungutse group
could be followed during the war and
subsequent turmoil. The group con-
tained 25 individuals in 1996, but the
silverback and several other group
members were killed in May 1997.

What Happened Before

The Mikeno gorillas were introduced in
an article published in Gorilla Journal
13 (December 1996). At that time, the
factors threatening the survival of
these animals included poaching, at-
tempts to trade young gorillas, the de-
cline of nature conservation organisa-
tions' support, insufficient cooperation
between the ICCN and the local popu-
lation, a lack of revenue from tourism,
the risk of war and the presence of
Rwandese refugees.

In October 1996, war broke out in
the region. In the gorillas' area, several
military operations were conducted
to drive away Rwandan dissidents.
Armed groups continue to terrorize the
area to this date (August 1998).
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Gorilla Group Sizes and Lone
Males in 1998

March June July
Lulengo 11 16 11
Kwitonda 10 11 12:0)
Rugendo 18 18 9

Humba - - 10
Munyaga 172 12 sl e
Kabirizi 1 14 14
Lone males 4 4 5
Total 66 70 72

" One transfer from Nyakagezi
2 Transfer of one to Kabirizi
3 One blackback from Kabirizi

The first of the habituated gorilla
families in Jomba was found in De-
cember 1996. As the new rulers of the
Democratic Republic of Congo regard-
ed nature conservation as very impor-
tant, mixed patrols into the area were
carried out from February 1997, con-
sisting of rangers and military person-
nel. Thanks to these patrols, all gorilla
families have been observed at least
once a month since the beginning of
May 1997 except for the Rafiki group,
which has disappeared.

Before May 1997, the number and
composition of the habituated gorilla
groups remained similar to what it was
in September 1996. However, 2 young
gorillas were killed in September 1998
by poachers/soldiers operating in the
Jomba area (p. 3).

The Former Ndungutse Group

On May 18, 1997, this gorilla group
came under fire from the military. The
silverback Ndungutse was killed after
he had bitten a soldier; the soldier
opened fire and shot 3 other gorillas as
well. This event was followed by dra-
matic changes. One of them was that

the gorillas left their usual range for
several months.




A mountain gorilla on Mt. Mikeno

It was not clear which gorillas had
been killed. At first, it was thought that
the gorillas might be from the former
Luwawa group. Casualties were esti-
mated to be from 4 to more than 10.
Some people thought that the group
might have split or that the members
might have joined other groups. Be-
cause of intensive military activities,
the rangers were not able to go deep
into the forest.

In October 1997, some members of
the family were seen for the first time.
In November, 2 subgroups were found,
both led by blackbacks. One was led
by Buhanga and contained 9 animals;
the other one was led by Karateka and
consisted of 4 animals. Hence, only
13 of the original 25 group members
remained.

The two groups had similar habits
and were ranging through the same
area. They occasionally met and had
severe clashes, during which several
members transferred between groups.
Among these were
— The female Mawazo, born 1990. In
October 1997 she was a member of
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the Buhanga group. In November 1997
she transferred to Karateka immedi-
ately after a confrontation. On January
10, 1998, she followed Buhanga after
another contact.

— The juvenile Mutaka switched from
Buhanga to Karateka, then to Buhanga
again and finally to Karateka between
November 1997 and February 1998.

— The juvenile Bukima transferred
from Buhanga to Karateka in Novem-
ber 1997 and February 1998.

On February 23, 1998, a non-
habituated silverback called Munyaga
took over. The 2 blackbacks became
lone males and have not been seen in
their original range since.

At the moment (August 16, 1998),
we know of 6 gorilla groups which can
be visited regularly if security is guar-
anteed. The Nyakagezi family was ha-
bituated in Congo (and called Faida)
but now it stays exclusively in Uganda.
The Rafiki group cannot be observed
at the moment because it ranges in a
zone where security is bad. Two non-
habituated males, Mapua and Ruzira-
bwoba, regularly visit the Jomba area

and seek out confrontations with each
other and with the Lulengo family.
There have been 4 births since May:
2 in the Kabirizi group in April, 1 in the
Kwitonda group in May and 1 in the
Humba group on July 12. The Rugendo
family has split into two. Rugendo man-
aged to keep 8 members with him while
8 others joined Humba, Rugendo's

son.
Claude Sikubwabo Kiyengo, Evariste
Bararuha Ntayomba, Benjamin
Ndakazi Lola and Vital Katembo
Mushengezi

Progress Report on Mt.
Tshiaberimu Conservation
Activities

The project started in September 1996
with the aim of strengthening the man-
agement and protection of the biologi-
cal resources of Mt. Tshiaberimu with
effective participation of local commu-
nities. From August 1996 to May 1997,
the Democratic Republic of Congo was
swept by a tragic war which had an
adverse impact on the national park
system. During the war, efforts were
made to provide moral support and re-
lief assistance to the rangers and the
park personnel. Following some rec-
ommendations from the 1997 expedi-
tion, there was an immediate need to
enforce the anti-poaching activities by
implementing a regular biodiversity
monitoring program.

A team of 25 park rangers, among
them 3 trackers and 20 other workers,
are participating in the different project
activities. Efforts were made to pro-
vide incentive and motivation bonuses
ranging between US$ 20 and 40 to
the workers and rangers, respectively.
The Conservator is also provided with
US$ 100. This is covered by the project
as top-ups to the unpaid state salaries
and has been paid regularly since
January 1998. The project has also
been covering medical charges and
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provides food rations during anti-
poaching patrols in the forest.

Among the team, 8 rangers were
selected to participate in the biodi-
versity monitoring program. They are
located permanently at the Kalibina
camping site. It is their task to locate
gorilla groups and other animals and
record information while others are in-
volved in anti-poaching patrols and
construction activities.

Park Infrastructure Development
Housing was a serious problem for the
rangers working on Mt. Tshiaberimu,
because the park had very poor or no
existing infrastructure. The project has
decided to provide improved shelter
and housing to the rangers and their
families. Tin-roofed houses built with
local materials are to be constructed
at Burusi, Kangai and Kasimbi, the
3 main patrol posts around the moun-
tain. The construction has now been
completed for 4 houses and 2 paillotes
in Burusi, 2 houses in Kasimbi and
2 in Kangai. This provides shelter to
16 rangers' families. Other houses are
still to be built but we are relying on the
rangers to complete the construction.
The Kalibina research cabin has not
yet been set up, but a preliminary plan
has been discussed with architects/en-
trepreneurs working in Butembo, Beni
and Kyondo.

Antipoaching Activities and

Protection of Biological Resources
In 1996 and 1997, many destructive
activities were observed in the forest;
protecting the park was difficult. Rang-
ers had been disarmed during the lib-
eration war and the local people took
advantage of the situation and the poor
working conditions in order to extend
their illegal activities inside the park.
Poachers set antelope and monkey
snares and traps and dug gold clan-
destinely; others cultivated crops ille-
gally, cut trees and burned charcoal.
The most disastrous activity is char-
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Mt. Tshiaberimu rangers on their way to the Burusi post
Photo: Vital Katembo Mushengezi

coal burning and exploitation as it in-
volves many villagers and opens the
forest to cultivation.

In January 1998, an effort was made
to bring a mixed delegation of ICCN,
the Administrateur du territoire of Beni
and DFGF representatives to discuss
the problem in Burusi. The delegates
used the occasion to explain some
facts about community-based conser-
vation and to sensitize the local people
to stop poaching and cultivation inside
the park boundaries.

Rangers have been carrying out pa-
trols in various parts of the mountain to
combat poaching. Despite being dis-
armed their presence had a very dis-
suasive effect on the poachers. During
the patrols they remove snares and
confiscate saws and machetes and
other material used by poachers. This
proved effective in reducing the poach-
ing activities. Up to now 5 saws have
been confiscated from the pitsawers
and gold mining no longer exists in the
forest. About 50 snares were removed
during the patrols. We have also identi-
fied and warned 6 pitsawers living in
the surrounding villages.

In July 1998, the military officer and
Commandant in charge of Kyondo
came to visit the project activities. His

two-day stay in the forest was a boost
to the anti-poaching campaign. A
meeting was held in Burusi with differ-
ent local leaders and responsible per-
sons from the villages. The Comman-
dant promised to send soldiers to help
rangers in their activities, whenever
this is necessary.

Biodiversity Monitoring
The number of gorillas living on Mt.
Tshiaberimu has not been accurately
determined. Data obtained by counting
nests indicated between 14 and 22 in-
dividuals. To accurately determine the
number we follow the group over a
given period of time without losing it.
This monitoring program was initiated
in April and the team based at Kalibina
is undertaking the regular daily location
of the gorillas. The data are recorded
on sheets with information on the GPS
coordinates, the nest numbers and
ages or the group composition — if ob-
served —, weather conditions etc.
However, the density of the vegeta-
tion does not facilitate animal observa-
tions. So far we have initiated trail
marking and maintenance. A 6,725 m
grid system has been cut to allow easy
movement and observation in the go-
rilla ranging zones. These trails were



cut without major disturbance of the
vegetation (trees were left and only
bamboo and low plants were re-
moved).

We have not downloaded the GPS
records but most of the zones of activi-
ties of gorillas are known. We have
located 2 large groups: one of 8 gorillas
(7 + 1 baby), sometimes with a periph-
eral solitary male who used to nest
near the group, and another group of
6 individuals. We have also evidence
of about 4 solitary males ranging in the
forest. On several occasions, gorillas
were approached or seen at a very
short distance, but on all occasions,
some individuals charged and ran into
the forest to avoid contact.

Local Community Participation
Several contacts were made with local
leaders and political authorities in the
region to ensure effective support of
the project activities. The local head of
the Bashu collectivity, Mr. Abdallatif,
was contacted in person and he prom-
ised to do what he could to stop
the destructive activities. In various
places, such as Kabeka and Ngitse,
the local people no longer recognized
the original park and they claimed new
park boundaries. Lambert Machozi,
Chef de Groupement of Burusi, cre-
ated many problems as he incited the
villagers to destroy the park which he
no longer considered to exist. In June
he was replaced by Mr. Kabindula who
has proved to be very cooperative.
During previous discussions and
consultations with local leaders, the
need for a permanent and regular con-
sultation and dialogue between the
park administration and the local popu-
lation was expressed. However, there
were other issues which required im-
mediate action and decisions, such as
the illegal exploitation of charcoal in
the forest by the local people and the
crops grown in illegal shambas/gar-
dens within the park. The local leaders
and the villagers have been allowed to
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harvest their crops but not to plant
more and new cultivations.

In April, a Rockefeller-funded pro-
ject was launched by Trinto Mugangu
with the aim to understand traditional
values, perception and attitudes of the
local communities toward conservation
of two mountains (Kalonge and Tshia-
berimu). The project will also deter-
mine whether there are some tradi-
tional beliefs which serve to conserve
these mountains and their resources
and would therefore be suitable for pro-
moting peoples' participation.

Two assistants, Kambumbu (a soci-
ologist) and Kasivika (a development
agent) have been involved in develop-
ing a questionnaire for the surveys.
They made visits to various villages
around Mt. Tshiaberimu and have
gathered some data on people's views
of the resources. No analysis has been
made so far.

Most of the people in Burusi and
neighbouring villages are peasants liv-
ing from agricultural production and
sometimes from the long-distance bi-
cycle trade. It is a particular challenge
to integrate development and conser-
vation under these circumstances, and
it imposes a proportionally higher a-
mount of non-refundable resources.
There is a great need to explore possi-
bilities of supporting the efforts of the
local initiatives to alleviate the burden
of the extreme poverty they are con-
fronted to. The local people will better
understand the relevance of gorilla
conservation on Mt. Tshiaberimu for
their lives if they actively participate in
conservation efforts and benefit di-
rectly from them.

Problems, Constraints and
Perspectives

The efforts to achieve a sound conser-
vation program on Mt. Tshiaberimu are
challenged by several problems. Al-
though some progress has been ob-
served, serious constraints are faced
by the project. They include

— The lack of adequate funding,

— The need to address the problems
of long-term conservation as a joint ef-
fort by various stakeholders,

— The political unrest and radiating cri-
sis and escalation of violence in the
region.

Regarding the new rebellion, we
have set up a strategy to face the sit-
uation on the project level: maintain a
permanent presence of dedicated
rangers in the forest who will continue
their monitoring activities and continue
providing the needed support.

Addition: The Present Situation at
Mt. Tshiaberimu

Kampala, December 22, 1998: Efforts
have been made to keep most of the
project activities in the field. Since the
beginning of the war, Tshiaberimu has
been the only area in Virunga National
Park where a set of coordinated and
coherent activities aiming at conser-
vation of the biodiversity is still feasi-
ble. This has been possible not only
because it is a remote area but also
due to:

— The strong dedication of rangers to
save what remains in Tshiaberimu,

— The continuing support provided by
the project despite very difficult logis-
tics and access to the field by road,

— The flexibility in our operational
base.

The war has made it necessary to
channel most of our communication
and funding support via Kampala. We
have been able to rely on various peo-
ple and organizations who are willing
to support the project and ensure its
continuation despite the war in the re-
gion. We have been forced to create a
flexible plan of activities which can be
adjusted in accordance with the new
developments in the area. This new
channel could be created because the
security situation is good on the road
Kampala-Kasindi(border)-Beni and to
Tshiaberimu.

Vital Katembo Mushengezi
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Brief News from Kahuzi-
Biega National Park

After the war, which started in October
1996, the security at the Tshivanga
station began to improve until the be-
ginning of 1998. Normal park duties
were gradually resumed — for example,
surveillance and research. Some de-
velopment activities around the park,
especially some rehabilitation activities
and awareness campaigns were
started again. The restoration of the
infrastructure of Kahuzi-Biega National
Park and especially of Tshivanga,
which was nearly completed after the
storm that had devastated the park in
1996 and destroyed most of the instal-
lations.

Unfortunately, this glimmer of hope
was very brief because the same
crimes that had been committed during
the first war were repeated during the
second war that started August 2,
1998. More destruction resulted.

Since that date, most activities have
been discontinued, in the interior as
well as the exterior of the park, be-
cause of insecurity. In the meantime,
those responsible for the park and the
project Kahuzi-Biega/GTZ have not
been idle. The park and project em-
ployees who had stayed in Bukavu
tried to make realistic and feasible
plans to deal with the critical period
until the situation returned to normal
again.

Accordingly, it was decided to con-
tinue two activities: surveillance and
local awareness. The aim of the sur-
veillance was to reduce the destruction
of the park's resources during the cri-
sis. The park has been a battlefield for
different parties from time to time. It is
therefore difficult to plan activities in
the interior of the park. In order to dis-
courage troublemakers who take ad-
vantage of the crisis to carry out their
destructive activities, the surveillance
will now be directed around the park,
where we are encouraging the tradi-
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tional chiefs and the local administra-
tion to organize mixed patrols of rang-
ers and local police. This form of col-
laboration had also been successful
during and after the 1996 war.

By means of sensitization, we want
to convince the population to reduce
the present excessive destruction of
the park's resources. To this end, the
severe problems that the Kahuzi-Biega
National Park experienced during the
two wars were reported clearly to the
local political and administrative au-
thorities as well as the people living
around the park, and appropriate solu-
tions were found. As for surveillance,
the priority with sensitization was to
encourage communication between
traditional chiefs and the local adminis-
tration, and to ensure their inclusion in
each activity.

We have learned from our surveil-
lance efforts that large mammals, es-
pecially elephants, have already suf-
fered from the poaching with firearms.
So far, we have no evidence that any
gorillas have been killed recently, ac-
cording to the team of pygmy pisteurs
who enter the park to localize the ha-
bituated groups. They ask their broth-
ers to preserve this species because
the economy of the park and their own
survival depends on them.

In face of this reality, we wonder if
this park and its biological diversity can
survive in the long term if the destruc-
tion cannot be stopped soon. This
World Heritage Site was at its height
4 years ago and was then the pride in
particular of South Kivu, the Congo
and informed scientists. Now it is gen-
erally sinking into disarray. The war
has not stopped illegal land distribution
in the park, especially in the corridor
between the mountain and lowland
sectors. Soon there will be two sepa-
rate blocks of the Kahuzi-Biega Na-
tional Park because the corridor which
connects these two parts (mountain
and lowland part) is being destroyed.
Should we let this World Heritage Site

deteriorate in plain view of the whole
world? This is an alarm cry from the
Kahuzi-Biega National Park directed at
everybody who loves nature!

Mbake Sivha
The German ministry BMZ has re-
cently decided to continue the GTZ
project in Kahuzi-Biega, but with a con-
siderably reduced budget. The rangers
will still be paid in 1999 — however,
they lack necessary equipment, for ex-
ample. We offered to equip them from
our storage supplies as soon as they
can resume their patrols. Since the be-
ginning of October, the rangers have
been again officially allowed to guard
the Tshivanga station.

When the new war started in August
1998, the project could save most of
the material like cars. It helps the per-
sonnel continue some conservation
work. Mai-Mai are still hiding in the
park, and therefore it is especially dan-
gerous for park staff and for expatriates
to enter the park.

Senecio johnstoni in Kahuzi-Biega
National Park, in 3,340 m.
Photo: Armin Heymer



Gorilla Groups in
Mgahinga Park, August
1997 to July 1998

Mgahinga Gorilla National Park was
established on May 9, 1991, following
a long history of name and boundary
changes. It is located in the southwest-
ern corner of Uganda and is the small-
est park in Uganda with an area of
33.7 km?. It contains a range of mon-
tane forest and non-forest vegetation,
a range of animal species (including
the golden monkey, elephants, buffa-
loes, duikers), and is visited frequently
by groups of mountain gorillas which
cross the border from the adjacent
national parks in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo (Parc National des
Virunga) and Rwanda (Parc National
des Volcans).

The park consists of the Ugandan
slopes of three inactive volcanoes:
Muhavura, Gahinga and Sabinyo. Due
to El Nifio, the park and its surround-
ings experienced a very wet season,
with the highest peak of rainfall from
December 1997 to February 1998. In
April 1998, there were reports of sev-
eral deaths of people who were swept
away by run off from the slopes of the

UGANDA

volcanoes. On April 13, 1998, a child of
our porter drowned in a heavy down-
pour of rain.

Aims and Methods

The aim of the survey was to determine
the number of mountain gorillas that
use Mgahinga Gorilla National Park,
which area and which time of the year.
Emphasis was laid on unhabituated
groups.

A team of 4 experienced rangers
was deployed (not on a daily basis) to
carry out monitoring of the presence or
signs of any gorilla group and at the
same time patrol for illegal activities.
Any findings were recorded on a piece
of paper including the name of the
place. This information was later plot-
ted on a map of the park. In the second
half of the monitoring period, most of
the data collected also included the
tourist group (Nyakagezi). There were
rare sightings of wild groups.

Results

In the second half of the study period,
few observations were made com-
pared to the first half. Dung droppings,
trails, nest sites and physical sightings
were recorded. The gorilla signs were
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Distribution of gorilla groups in Mgahinga Gorilla National Park

Original drawing: Ignatius Achoka

Gorilla Birth(s)

In early August a baby was born
in the Nyakagezi group by the
handicapped female Kaboko.
This group lives mainly in Mga-
hinga Gorilla National Park, al-
though the birth occurred while
the gorillas were across the bor-
der in D. R. Congo.

The New Vision reported on
October 23 that a gorilla baby
had been born in the Nyakagezi
group; according to the newspa-
per, the birth took place while the
group was staying in Congo for a
few weeks. The baby was notic-
ed when they returned to Mga-
hinga Gorilla National Park at the
beginning of October. We could
not find out whether this is the
same baby or whether 2 gorillas
were born.

noted mainly around Rugezi Swamp,
Sabinyo, Gahinga, Muhavura and Ka-
biranyuma, near the Rwanda-Uganda
border. The observations were mainly
confined to Zone 1 of the park.

It was noted that only the Nyakagezi
group (habituated) uses part of the for-
merly encroached areas in Zone 2,
Nyakagezi triangle, mainly when in
transit to and from the Congo. The ear-
lier group of about 7 individuals sighted
in February 1997 was not seen at all
during the later part of the study. How-
ever, 4 nests were seen close to Ru-
gezi swamp on the border to Rwanda;
the nests are believed to have been
made by a part of the group of 7.

The following groups were found: a
group of 7, a group of 3, a group of 2, a
lone gorilla and a group of 10 (Nyaka-
gezi). The dominant male in the tourist
group is constantly being challenged
by a younger silverback. The dominant
male has had wounds for a good pe-
riod of time.
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As May, June and July progressed,
there were few sightings and observa-
tions due to the onset of the dry spell
with parts of the Mgahinga Gorilla Na-
tional Park becoming dry; this ham-
pered the observation of signs like
trails. We strongly believe that during
the study period, there were 4 gorilla
groups (including the tourist group)
and a lone silverback, making a total of
23 individuals.

Conclusion
Although it has been estimated that
about 23 animals use the park, this
figure may not be accurate. In the sec-
ond half of the study period, the same
manpower was deployed as in the first
half; however, not all areas could be
visited on all days in every month. This
was due to the increasing activities in
the park, namely research, security pa-
trols, community liaison and tourism.
The donation by Berggorilla & Re-
genwald Direkthilfe of 2 pairs of bin-
oculars was an additional incentive to
the field staff, who at the moment are
involved in observing and identifying
birds. The jungle boots (good quality)
went a long way in facilitating the field
work. These boots have proved to be
ideal for the rough terrain in Mgahinga
Gorilla National Park. Special thanks
go to Berggorilla & Regenwald Direkt-

Mgahinga Gorilla National Park Headquarters
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hilfe who provided financial and mate-
rial support and the willingness of the
staff to ensure the field data collection
and write-up of this report.

Ignatius Achoka

Gorilla Tourism in Uganda

In Bwindi, the Habinyanja (Ibare) group
was opened for visitors in July, at first
only for 2 standby visitors. This means
that tourists can visit 2 groups again in
Buhoma. IGCP and DFGF staff are
continuing the habituation of the Nku-
ringo group.

As the newly habituated gorillas
move on the side facing Kisoro, the
Mgahinga Safari Lodge has offered
space to house administration offices.
After a promising conversation with the
responsible minister, it is hoped that it
will work out. As the lodge now has its
own radio, it is possible to contact
Kampala and the national parks di-
rectly. The Mgahinga Safari Lodge do-
nates 5% of its returns to the adminis-
tration of the town of Kisoro.

As gorilla tracking is now con-
centrated on Uganda, the number of
inofficial tours has unfortunately in-
creased there, too. We heard from vari-
ous sources that the tourism program
has been frequently disregarded: Go-
rilla groups were visited twice on one

Photo: Johannes Refisch

day, tourist numbers exceeded the
limit, visitors were allowed close con-
tact to the gorillas, and bribery was
often observed. Some tourists were
prepared to pay more than £ 600 to see
the gorillas illegally, as the Sunday Tel-
egraph reported on October 4. Trucks
with up to 30 passengers sometimes
arrived to visit the gorillas; all those
tourists have no pre-booked permits.
The waiting list for standby permits in
Bwindi was often very long since legal
gorilla visits in Rwanda and Congo
were stopped.

The Ugandan newspaper New Vi-
sion reported on December 3 that the
Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) has
abolished standby permits to curb ille-
gal tracking. Now, 10 gorilla visitors are
allowed in Bwindi per day and 6 in
Mgahinga. Nature walks in the Mga-
hinga Gorilla National Park were also
banned, and in the Bwindi Impenetra-
ble National Park they were restricted.

Unscrupulous park staff had been
taking advantage of nature walks and
standby permits to conduct private go-
rilla tracking besides the official trips.
Poor remuneration has worsened the
situation, to the extent that it is more
profitable to receive a bribe and face
being sacked than to be faithful and
remain in employment. UWA head-
quarters will now be monitoring all the
tourists going to Bwindi Impenetrable
and Mgahinga Gorilla National Park
from Kampala to ensure there is no
build-up of large numbers of tourists.

Turnover at IGCP Uganda

Liz Macfie left Uganda in September
1998 to live in Kenya with her family
after having worked with IGCP Uganda
since 1992. Annabel Falcon has taken
over the project. Samson Werikhe, who
previously worked for UWA, is now the
Deputy Project Manager. Before start-
ing in Uganda, Annabel Falcon worked
for the IGCP Regional Office in Nairobi.



Karisoke Trackers
Monitoring Gorilla Groups

DFGF International reported that the
silverbacks Beetsme and Titus and
their group of 24 mountain gorillas
have been seen and identified by a
team of Karisoke trackers. Beetsme
had first been observed by Dian Fos-
sey 25 years ago. At that time, he was
a young blackback male of approxi-
mately 8 years and had just joined the
group. A researcher asked Fossey why
the group's dominant silverback toler-
ated this new male and potential com-
petitor; Fossey replied "Beats me!"
and the name has stuck ever since.
Beetsme was the undisputed leader of
his group for many years. Today, he is
the wizened old subordinate silverback
of the group, which is now led by his
longtime silverback companion Titus.
When the men found Beetsme's group,
it was apparently quite calm. The mem-
bers Fuddle and Rano were not seen,
but all other members of the group,
including Tuck's infant, now 1 year old,
were fine. A nest count indicated that
the unseen gorillas were also present.

Pablo's and Shinda's group have
also been located in good health.

RWANDA

Mountain gorilla in Rwanda

Status of the Rwandan
Mountain Gorillas

In September 1998, the first visit to the
Parc National des Volcans by staff of
the Karisoke Research Centre for al-
most 14 months was permitted and fa-
cilitated by military escorts. When the
trackers began making weekly visits to

Do You Want to Help Us?

To keep our storage for ranger supplies working, we need constant
donations of clothing and equipment. Donations by private persons are
always welcome, but generally clothes donated in large supplies should
look similar. This strengthens the unity of the ranger teams. If you have
contacts to clothing/outdoor companies, please help us! As the
shipping and customs clearance can be very expensive and difficult,
please contact us first for details. We would also be grateful for hints to
reduce the costs of shipping and customs clearance in Uganda. Please
contact Iris Weiche at |.Weiche@t-online.de, fax +49-7071-31805.

For our publications and public relations, we are seeking illustrators
and designers, and for our journal we are looking for persons who can
translate texts from French to English. Please contact Angela Meder at
angela.meder@t-online.de or fax +49-711-6159919.

We would be grateful for your support in any of these tasks!

Drawing: Chisato Abe

3 groups of mountain gorillas, it was
very reassuring to find the population in
apparently good health. There have
been several births. Only 3 of more
than 80 gorillas remain to be ac-
counted for. They may not be missing,
but we will need to make repeated vis-
its to get opportunities to see all indi-
viduals. The groups are observed in
less than optimal conditions: they have
been in the bamboo zone, and visits
usually last less than an hour. One of
the 'missing' adult females immigrated
from the Susa group in 1996, but was
not well integrated into Pablo's group.
We have yet to establish whether she
has returned to the Susa group.

Until recently, the most serious
threats to the mountain gorillas were
poaching and habitat encroachment.
Recent periods of conflict could have
had both direct and indirect impacts on
the population. Direct impacts may re-
sult from the presence of armed indi-
viduals from both sides in the civil war:
the dangers of being shot or shelled,
and the stress of confronting fleeing
people or armed combat. Indirect ef-
fects, however, are likely to pose more
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severe threats to the mountain gorilla
population. While patrols were still ac-
tive we witnessed 4 gorilla casualties
resulting from antelope snares (3 in-
fants and 1 adult female gorilla). The
infants recovered completely after vet-
erinary intervention; a wire snare cut
off the fifth digit of the left hand of an
adult female. Unable to monitor them
regularly, we feared that more gorillas
would become accidental victims of
snares. Also, large numbers of people,
both civilian and military, have depos-
ited potentially infectious faecal matter
and other waste in the forest.

Snares

The Parc National des Volcans is pro-
tected by Rwandan and international
laws, yet poaching of bamboo, wood
and meat is a perpetual problem. Kari-
soke anti-poaching patrols had re-
moved 673 snares in the first half of
1997. In June, Karisoke and govern-
ment park staff (ORTPN) daily patrols
were suspended, and the local popula-
tion took advantage of the lack of pro-
tection for the park's flora and fauna.
The intensity of illegal activities be-
came extremely worrying, with large
quantities of meat coming out of the
park (mostly antelope) for sale in local
markets. During just 6 days in late July
and early August, Karisoke trackers
collected 140 snares, thus the likeli-
hood of gorillas becoming snare vic-
tims was high.

We have recently established that at
least 96% of individuals in the 3 Kari-
soke groups are visibly in good physi-
cal shape. Apparently the same is true
of the 'tourist' groups. Fortunately,
there has been no loss of limbs or life
to snares; this may be partially attrib-
uted to the ability of certain gorillas to
recognise snares. At least 2 silver-
backs seem to be aware of the danger
posed by snares, and react strongly
when a snare is detected (unpublished
observations). Having come through
the last 18 months intact, it may be that
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the most serious health threat is the
transmission of human parasites and
diseases to the gorillas.

Parasites

For decades, the Virunga Volcanoes
region has been subject to high human
pressure because of the rate of human
population growth and the extremely
fertile soil. Pressure on these volca-
noes, indicated by a human density of
up to 400 people/km2, has forced the
gorillas to limit their range to a small
portion of these mountains, near the
volcanoes' summits. Close contact
with humans has, however, increased
in recent years. Since 1994, as a result
of the war and genocide in Rwanda,
there have been massive movements
of refugees through the Volcanoes and
Virunga National Parks, followed by a
military presence.

Fecal samples were collected from
habituated gorillas in Rwanda to in-
vestigate their evolving endoparasite
fauna. Gorillas seem able to tolerate
certain species of gastrointestinal par-
asites without manifesting signs of
sickness. In 1997, veterinarians of the
Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Centre
and researchers of University of Ten-
nessee found 3 intestinal parasites not
previously identified in gorillas, but
known to infect humans. The presence
of these parasites may have resulted
from increased contact with human
fecal matter or other waste. Such con-
tact is likely to have happened when
large numbers of people were crossing
the park during the genocide in 1994.
Infectious waste was probably left un-
covered in the forest. Due to the close
genetic relatedness of humans and
gorillas, disease transmission is pos-
sible with potentially devastating con-
sequences.

The Mountain Gorilla Veterinary
Centre has initiated a comparative
study in the Virunga National Park and
may find further evidence of human
impact on the gorillas' health. Pres-

sures on this protected area have been
enormous due to the presence of two
major refugee camps at the edge of the
park from July 1994 to October 1996.
Since October 1997, human pres-
ence in the forest has again increased
significantly as a result of the renewal
of war in Congo. This could be disas-
trous for the gorilla population. There
is, therefore, a need to continue to
closely monitor the health of this popu-
lation and, specifically, to periodically
assess changes in the spectrum of
parasites carried by gorillas and varia-
tion in parasite loads. This would con-
tribute to the control of disease out-
breaks and provide additional data for
the long-term management of this en-
dangered primate.
Liz Williamson
and Antoine Mudakikwa

Leaflet for Tourists

The Berggorilla & Regenwald Di-
rekthilfe designed a leaflet with
hints and rules for gorilla visitors
which can be distributed for free
by tour operators and in the na-
tional park offices. The German
issue was funded by various tour
operators, and the English issue
was funded and printed by Aber-
crombie & Kent and supported
also by IGCP.

A copy can
be ordered
from Ange-
la Meder
(address:

p2);
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Storage for Ranger Equipment

In the last issue we announced that in September we would set up a
storage of equipment for rangers in Congo, Rwanda and Uganda. Kurt
Niedermeier kindly offered a room for the material in the Mgahinga Safari
Lodge in Kisoro. Unfortunately we had to postpone the trip for the hand-
over at the last moment until further notice. The equipment was stored in
Kampala and we decided to transport it to Kisoro as soon as the situation
would permit. We are very grateful to GTZ, especially Yvonne Haring, and
Debby Cox, who took care of our material during that time. Now Ursula
Karlowski, Volker Jahrling and Martin Kokemohr are planning to travel to
Kisoro in January to organize the storage. A part of our equipment will
already be used in gorilla conservation very soon: Vital Katembo will take it
to Mt. Tshiaberimu and hand it over to the rangers as quickly as possible.

Volker Jihrling donating ranger equipment

Photo: Biinder Zeitung

Activities of the IGCP

The goal of the IGCP (International
Gorilla Conservation Programme) is to
ensure the long-term conservation of
the mountain gorilla and its afro-
montane and high altitude habitat in
northwestern Rwanda, eastern Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, and south-
western Uganda. We are here summa-
rizing the IGCP's activities during the
months July to September 1998.

José Kalpers was hired as the IGCP
Regional Technical Advisor. He will be
working in the region and have the fol-
lowing objectives: enhance technical
capacities of the 3 individual natio-
nal IGCP programs, strengthen IGCP
communications and information man-
agement systems and processes in
place at national and regional level and
manage the Regional Strategic Frame-
work for the conservation of the moun-
tain gorilla and its habitat developed in

Rwanda, Congo and Uganda. More-
over, he is together with partner or-
ganizations currently working on the
continued development of the ranger
based monitoring program, both as Re-
gional Technical Advisor and as con-
sultant for CARE-Uganda. He will also
work on the development of a regional
framework for conservation of the go-
rilla habitat in Rwanda, Congo and
Uganda.

In Uganda, an environmental impact
assessment (EIA) of the site for the
visitor's centre at Buhoma was pre-
pared. The EIA will be funded through
the IGCP grant from USAID in Uganda.
A 3 month consultancy will develop a
program and action plan adressing the
resolution of human-gorilla conflict.
The program will be specific for Ugan-
da, but the design has included exten-
sive input from Congo and Rwanda, to
ensure that the recommendations will
be relevant to the context in the other
countries.

There will also be a study to design
the methodology for assessing the be-
havioural impact of tourism on gorillas.
Nancy Thompson Handler is leading
the consultancy, with Alastair McNeil-
age. The methodology is looking at the
situation in Bwindi Impenetrable Na-
tional Park specifically, but will be ap-
proached in such a manner as to be
applicable in the Virungas as well.

Another study by Jacques Homsy
will assess the effectiveness of the
tourism rules in minimizing health risks
to the gorillas with the ultimate goal of
developing a sustainable tourism pro-
gram. It is planned to review the cur-
rent rules and regulations and to give
recommendations on modifications to
the protected areas authorities if nec-
essary. Mechanisms to control the
tourism program at Bwindi and Mga-
hinga and to deal with abuse of the
regulations are being developed and
implemented by UWA and IGCP.

At the Bwindi Impenetrable National
Park, IGCP is continuing its program of
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land purchase around the Kitahurira
corridor. The Ranger Based Monitoring
Program is currently being implement-
ed in Uganda. It will harmonize the
monitoring activities in Mgahinga Go-
rilla National Park with those in Congo
and Rwanda, thus enabling collabora-
tion and coordinated conservation of
the entire habitat.

Due to the political crisis in Congo,
IGCP has not yet recruited a new Pro-
gram Officer and National Representa-
tive. Eugéne Rutagarama, IGCP Pro-
gram Officer in Rwanda, and José
Kalpers have recently been in Goma to
discuss the situation with the new Pro-
vincial Director of the ICCN, Stanlislas
Bakinahe, and the wardens of the
Virunga National Park. IGCP is con-
tinuing with the provision of technical,
financial and material support to ICCN.
The Ranger Based Monitoring Pro-
gram is continuing in Congo from all
three major patrol posts: Jomba, Bi-
kenge and Bukima.

Moreover, IGCP is continuing to
provide support to the ICCN and other
partners in the conservation of the for-
est patches around Sarambwe. It is
also working with the ICCN and PEVi
(WWEF education and reforestation pro-
gram) towards the establishment of
mechanisms to ensure collaboration
and continuous dialogue with local
communities.

In Rwanda, the development of the
monitoring program is continued. The
gorilla groups habituated for tourism
have recently been located. Although it
was impossible to determine complete
group composition, the groups appear-
ed to be in good health. Their tolerance
of humans, however, had deteriorated
due to infrequent contact.

Eugéne Rutagarama has had con-
tinued input into the development of
a National Biodiversity Strategy for
Rwanda. IGCP is working on a techni-
cal planning/working group to develop
a policy on community conservation in
Rwanda. IGCP has provided contin-
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ued technical, financial and material
support to the Rwandan national park
authority ORTPN.

Mountain Gorilla Health
Network

Following the mountain gorilla PHVA
(Population and Habitat Viability As-
sessment) in December 1997, a group
of veterinarians formed a mountain go-
rilla health network (MGHN). Although
largely stimulated by the PHVA, the
network is independent and not linked
to any specific organization. Its pur-
pose is to provide a forum for commu-
nication and exchange of information
concerning the health and diseases of
the mountain gorilla.

Members to date are almost entirely
veterinarians who have experience of
clinical work with mountain gorillas, are
currently involved in research on the
health of the subspecies or are Ugan-
dan graduates working with wildlife in
the region. The network is coordinated
by a steering group consisting of John
E. Cooper (UK), Jonathan Sleeman
(USA) as well as Gladys Kalema and
Tony Mudakikwa (Uganda, Rwanda).
The immediate contact for further in-
formation is

Prof. Dr. John E. Cooper

Jersey Wildlife Preservation Trust
Les Augres Manor, Trinity

Jersey JE3 5BP

Channel Islands

Fax +44-1534-865161

E-mail NGAGI@compuserve.com

John E. Cooper is carrying out a study
of skeletal material from gorillas in mu-
seums and private collections in Eu-
rope. The purpose of the study is to
collate information and to develop a
database on skeletal disease and ab-
normalities in gorillas, with particular
reference to the mountain gorilla. Par-
allel to this research on skeletal pathol-

ogy, he is examining skins and wet
(fixed) tissues from gorillas.

Now John E. Cooper is looking for
volunteers who are willing to assist
with analysis and collation of data and,
possibly, examination and measuring
of museum specimens. An ability to
speak French or German may be an
advantage, but enthusiasm and some
basic knowledge of biology are the
main requirements. Interested persons
should write to the address above.

John E. Cooper

Gorilla Killed in Cross
River State, Nigeria

On October 27, 1998, an adult male
gorilla was killed by a hunter on Afi
Mountain, a proposed wildlife sanctu-
ary within the Afi River Forest Reserve.
Researchers of the Afi Gorilla Re-
search Project discovered the dead
gorilla. When they were following a
fresh gorilla trail, they discovered a site
where a gorilla had been killed and
butchered. They followed the hunter's
trail to a cave where he had smoked
the meat. The head and one hand and
foot were collected as evidence, but
the rest of the meat was already on its
way to the local village where it was
sold to 6 bushmeat vendors for the
equivalent of US$ 25. The Forestry De-
partment, local communities, police,
and the Afi Gorilla Research Project
moved quickly to search the mountain
until the hunter was found and arrest-
ed. On November 17, he was charged
in court and the Magistrate ordered him
to remain in prison while the case is
referred to the Department of Public
Prosecution and Federal High Court.
Gorillas in Nigeria are fully protected
under Federal Decree 11 and Cross
River State Wild Animals Protection
Act. There are only approximately
150 gorillas remaining in Nigeria. They
exist in 4 isolated, small subpopula-
tions (25-50 individuals each) in the



southeastern Nigeria-Cameroon bor-
der region. Each subpopulation is sur-
rounded by a dense human population
making transfers between them near-
ly impossible. The Nigeria-Cameroon
population is isolated from the much
larger populations of western lowland
gorillas in Central Africa. Studies are
underway to establish the population's
uniqueness; it may be classified as a
new subspecies of gorilla. This would
make them the most endangered goril-
las in Africa.

The Forestry Department, Pandril-
lus, Afi Gorilla Research Project, and
others are working to establish Afi
Mountain as a wildlife sanctuary. It
contains the largest and most dense
subpopulation (approximately 50 indi-
viduals) of gorillas in Nigeria. Yet, it
remains unprotected. The other gorilla
subpopulations occur within the Cross
River National Park which does not in-
clude Afi Mountain. Presently, the pro-
posal to create the wildlife sanctuary is
reaching the final planning stages.
Kelley McFarland, an American doc-
toral student, is conducting an eco-
logical study of gorillas inhabiting Afi
Mountain and is working with the For-
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Equipment for the
Conservation of
Nigerian Gorillas

John Oates has now found a way
to ship equipment to Nigeria that
he has bought with the funds
we have provided. 4 tents and
4 pairs of binoculars will soon be
sent to Nigeria. This equipment
will help the rangers of Cross
River National Park to protect the
gorillas there. John Oates is plan-
ning to go to Nigeria again in
January. He will take 4 GPS
units, a camera and four com-
passes with him that he has also
purchased with the Berggorilla &
Regenwald Direkthilfe funds.

estry Department to provide informa-
tion necessary for the establishment
and management of the proposed wild-
life sanctuary.

Needless to say, gorillas in Nigeria
are extremely vulnerable to hunting
and the hunter in question is presently

Kelley McFarland (right) and her team on Afi Mountain Photo: John Oates

the greatest threat to the survival of the
gorillas inhabiting Afi Mountain. He is
well known as the most prolific hunter
in the area. For most of the past
12 years, he has lived and hunted on
Afi Mountain. All other hunters in the
area only visit the mountain periodi-
cally, never remaining for more than
one night. This particular hunter also
recently killed 5 drill monkeys (Man-
drillus leucophaeus) and the skull of a
female drill was recovered. Drills are
another highly endangered species un-
der absolute protection in Nigeria.

Over the past 4 years, Pandrillus,
which established the Drill Rehabilita-
tion and Breeding Center, attempted to
provide the hunter with alternative em-
ployment. However, at each attempt
he abandoned his duties and returned
to hunting. The Forestry Department
was in the midst of efforts to once
again provide an alternative for the
hunter when these most recent killings
occurred. All involved felt that enough
was enough and more serious action
was needed.

It is imperative to foster Nigeria's
commitment to conservation. The im-
mediate actions taken by the Cross
River State Forestry Department and
police to arrest and prosecute the
hunter demonstrate their commitment
to conserving endangered species.
Their actions will send a strong and
clear message that hunting endan-
gered species will not be tolerated. The
arrest of the hunter and establishment
of a wildlife sanctuary are firsts for the
Cross River State Forestry Depart-
ment. If these unique and special goril-
las are to be conserved, it is important
to support this authority as they enter
into new conservation territory.

Kelley McFarland

The Ape Alliance

During 1997, organizations which fund
ape conservation and welfare work be-
gan meeting periodically in London to
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discuss areas of common interest and
concern. The Ape Alliance, as this coa-
lition became known, quickly grew into
an international forum for debate and
collaborative action on behalf of apes,
both in captivity and in their natural
habitat. Ape Alliance meetings are
open to representatives of any organi-
zation with an interest in ape issues.
Individual specialists such as field-
workers, consultants, and officials from
ape range states are also welcome to
participate, by arrangement with the
secretariat. At present, lan Redmond is
the Chairman of the organization.

The aims and objectives of the Ape
Alliance are
— To provide a forum for discussion of
issues relating to apes,

— To develop position papers on key
issues,

— To lobby collectively for enactment
and/or enforcement of legislation to im-
prove the welfare and/or conservation
of apes,

— To campaign for greater public
awareness of ape issues and increas-
ed respect for apes,

— To facilitate information exchange
between member groups and, where
appropriate, coordinate activities to
maximize their beneficial effects.

A detailed review about the bush-
meat trade was funded by the Ape Alli-
ance and carried out by the zoologist
Evan Bowen-Jones. This report and
recommendations for the solution of
the problem were presented in Febru-
ary 1998. This bushmeat report has
now been updated, and the new issue
is being printed. It will be presented to
the press within the next months.

What a GREAT Ape
Conference!

More than 150 primatologists, conser-
vationists and philosophers travelled to
Malaysia in July 1998 for the 3rd Great
Apes of the World Conference. The
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theme was 'Securing Great Ape Sur-
vival into the Next Millennium'; lan
Redmond was there, representing the
Born Free Foundation and as Chair-
man of the Ape Alliance.

Seventy sessions and poster-pa-
pers presented the latest findings from
great ape researchers, and practical
workshops encouraged positive action
to tackle the problems facing the great
apes. Subjects covered included field
research and conservation, captive
studies and environmental enrichment,
veterinary work and ethics.

Peter Singer (author of Animal Lib-
eration) led the workshop on ethics,
which concluded that we have a moral
responsibility to admit great apes into
'the community of equals' currently
occupied by humans alone. He out-
lined the progress made in the Great
Ape Project, which seeks to grant life,
liberty and freedom from torture to
all apes.

The workshop on bushmeat pre-
sented new reports from Karl Ammann
and others in the field and came up
with some imaginative new ways to
tackle the problem, complementing the
Ape Alliance work already under way.
For example, because many bushmeat
traders in Africa are women, it was
suggested that international women's
groups might be able to have some
influence; because of the risk to human
health from viruses, the World Health
Organisation should be approached to
put resources into discouraging the
eating of monkeys and apes; and be-
cause most major religions teach com-
passion for other creatures, religious
leaders should be encouraged to exert
their influence.

The conference called for greater
liaison between conservation organi-
zations, governments and international
development agencies — especially in
response to the bushmeat problem in
Africa and the forest fires in Borneo.
Fears were expressed about the IMF's
plan to rescue Indonesia's collapsed

economy. "If implemented in its current
form, the proposed IMF bailout pack-
age for Indonesia will have devastating
consequences for the orangutan and
what is left of its habitat," said Ashley
Leiman, director of the Orangutan
Foundation UK and one of the confer-
ence organizers. "The IMF proposals
call for the conversion of primary forest
into permanent agriculture (in the form
of high export value palm oil planta-
tions) — one of the main causes of the
recent fires — and for an increase in the
annual timber cut."

This would exacerbate the very
problems caused by the previous gov-
ernment's policy of squandering a po-
tentially renewable resource for short-
term economic gain. To express these
fears, a letter was written to James D.
Wolfensohn, president of the World
Bank, and signed by more than 100
delegates.

There was a clear consensus that
we have an ethical obligation to protect
our primate relatives and their forest
home. But however dedicated we are,
it is impossible for conservation groups
and under-funded wildlife departments
to save apes (and other endangered
species) in their natural habitats if we
are working against international eco-
nomic forces. There must be a new
synergy between economists and ecol-
ogists if we are to find the political will
necessary for conservation to suc-
ceed. And personal actions are the
only way to make this happen.

This was the message of Tony
Rose, Executive Director of the Bio-
synergy Institute in California. He
urged, cajoled and even bullied del-
egates into identifying what they could
personally do to benefit apes, and to
make a firm commitment to do those
things. It is an approach we should all
adopt. The fact is that in conservation,
to quote the old maxim, if we are not
part of the solution, we are part of the
problem.

lan Redmond



Logging and Tropical
Forest Conservation

For nearly two decades, governments,
environmentalists, and development
agencies have explored a variety of
approaches to curb the loss of tropical
forests. Recently, the focus has shifted
to market-based mechanisms such as
timber certification and other more di-
rect means of promoting sustainable
forest management. However, recent
years have also seen a growing criti-
cism of sustainable forest manage-
ment itself — and particularly its utility
as a conservation strategy.

Now the World Bank is considering
whether to lift its 1991 policy that bars
investments in logging operations in
primary tropical forests. The questions
are simple: Will new investments there
help to curb deforesta-
tion? Can the World
Bank and its
partners
bring
about

Total tropical forests |
1.7 billion hectares

Sustainably managed portion
328,207 hectares

RAIN FOREST

sustainable management? And, most
important, will this lead to conserva-
tion? In our view, the answer to these
questions is, broadly speaking, no.

International Initiatives
The impact of international programs to
address the fundamental threats to for-
ests has by and large been minimal. In
1990, the International Tropical Timber
Organization (ITTO) adopted an objec-
tive of bringing all tropical timber pro-
duction to sustainable levels by the
year 2000. Most observers now view it
as unrealistic. Aimost no logging in the
tropics outside plantations can yet be
considered sustainable. However, the
overall concept of sustainable forest
management remains popular.
One reflection of this is the growing
interest in the initiatives of organiza-
tions like the Forest Stew-
ardship Council
(FSC). It has
set forth a
program
to inde-

pendently certify timber production as
sustainable. To date, the FSC has giv-
en its stamp of approval to logging on
some 6.3 million hectares. However,
the total area currently certified encom-
passes less than 0.2% of the world's
forests, and nearly all of these opera-
tions (95%) are outside the tropics.

The notion that sustainable forest
management can be an effective con-
servation tool rests in part on the
premise that it can stabilize wood pro-
duction in a given area. In principle,
this would lead to conservation by
maintaining forest cover and reducing
pressures on other primary forests.
However, this has rarely happened in
practice.

There are steep hurdles facing
broader adoption of investments in
sustainable forest management. For
one thing, such investments are almost
always financially unattractive. 'Un-
sustainable' logging can produce 20 to
450% more profit. We still have to ask
whether sustainable forest manage-
ment does more harm than good for
biodiversity. We should generally not
want to subsidize the harvest of a
wider variety of species (and greater
volume of timber) or encourage com-
panies to stay in remote forests to log
them permanently — even in the name
of conservation. Yet this is often pre-
cisely the goal of sustainable forest
conservation.

This brings us back to the World
Bank and its 1991 policy. It was adopt-
ed in an era when conservationists
were arguing forcefully that World
Bank lending was promoting, not curb-
ing, deforestation.

In 1991, the World Bank pledged a
thorough review of its policy once there
was enough experience to evaluate.
Instead, this review has been com-
bined with a full-scale assessment of
the World Bank's entire strategy in the
forestry sector. Untold hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars have already been and
continue to be spent on schemes to
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promote sustainable forest manage-
ment, with precious little to show.

Conclusions

To us, the evident conclusion from the
above is that, as a tool to further the
conservation of tropical forests, in-
creased funding for commercial log-
ging is simply not a good idea. If our
goal is to protect what remains of tropi-
cal forests, the most appropriate in-
vestment may be in protection itself:
new protected areas in biologically im-
portant sites, more investment in exist-
ing parks and reserves, and creative
mechanisms like corridors to link pro-
tected areas.

Outside protected areas, if our goal
is to ensure that local communities and
indigenous peoples claim real benefits
from logging, then we should encour-
age the World Bank and other institu-
tions to bring these issues forward in
their policy dialogue with governments.
If our concern is to conserve biodiver-
sity in the context of commercial timber
production, then we should focus on
meaningful efforts to set aside pristine
areas within logging concessions and
retire concessions that have been
lightly logged in the past. If our aim is to
help meet the future demand for global
wood, then the obvious step is to fast-
track the transition to plantations in ar-
eas that have already been deforested.

Finally, if we believe sustainable for-
est management has potential for the
future, we should conduct carefully
monitored experiments in areas where
logging is already taking place in order
to better understand the real prospects
for sustainable forest management in
the tropics. In the meantime, let's learn
from the lessons of the past, lest we do
nothing more than accelerate the very
process we are trying to stop.

lan A. Bowles, Richard E. Rice,

Russell A. Mittermeier and Gustavo

A. B. da Fonseca

Summary of an Article from Science,
Vol. 280, 1899-1900 (June 19, 1998)
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The EU Aid Program and
Tropical Forests

In terms of the total amount of money
disbursed, the European Union (spe-
cifically the European Commission
which administers the aid) is now the
second largest multilateral develop-
ment institution in the world, after the
World Bank. Its global influence is
therefore considerable, and this influ-
ence has grown steadily over the past
few decades.

The Maastrict Treaty in 1992 af-
firmed the objectives of EU devel-
opment policy, namely to promote
sustainable (economic and social) de-
velopment, to integrate developing
countries into the world economy and
to combat poverty. The EU has a large
program of tropical forest projects, in
particular the conservation of primary
forests and sustainable forest manage-
ment. However, increasing amounts of
EU funding are being allocated to de-
velopment projects located in tropical
forest areas — for example, rural devel-
opment and transport — where the im-
pacts can far outweigh any positive
benefits gained from the Union's sup-
port for conservation initiatives.

Following growing recognition of
problems within the European Com-
mission's aid program, new proce-
dures dealing specifically with the envi-
ronment were introduced in the early
1990s. The cornerstones of the revised
procedures are the introduction of
manuals on Project Cycle Manage-
ment and on the environment although
policy requirements to conduct envi-
ronmental impact assessments (EIAs)
have been in existence since the mid-
1980s.

The use of impact assessments has
been almost entirely neglected by the
European Commission and recipient
governments despite the long-standing
requirement to use them. Up to the end
of 1996, only 28 ElAs had ever been
undertaken, out of a potential total that

would have run into many hundreds. Of
the EIAs conducted, the quality has to
be called into question. Some had not
adequately assessed all the impacts
nor consulted with all peoples and local
communities affected by the project.

EU Aid in Cameroon

Nowhere has the conflict between EU
financed forest conservation projects
and EU development programs been
as marked as those in the tropical for-
ests of Cameroon. Their involvement
in this sector has increased dramati-
cally since 1990 when the Government
undertook to reform the country's
transport sector. In 1993, a new road
maintenance policy was adopted. Ac-
cording to their economic importance,
a priority road network of 24,690 km
was identified comprising 13,738 km of
primary roads and 10,952 km of rural
transport infrastructure. The emphasis
of the program has been on integrating
local and regional economies into na-
tional and international markets in
which coffee and cocoa products have
been identified for special attention.

The EU's first large intervention in
roads was the upgrade to bitumen of
the Yaounde to Ayos road completed
in 1994. It has recently agreed to re-
habilitate another important arterial
route — the road from Bertoua to
Geroua Boulai on the border to the
Central African Republic. As part of the
Regional Economic Integration Pro-
gram, there is a strong likelihood that
logging in the Central African Republic
and timber exports through Cameroon
will increase.

The Rainforest Foundation calcu-
lates that the EU has funded 'improve-
ments' to approximately 3,000 km of
roads in Cameroon. Some of these im-
provements have increased access to
the country's rain forests, in particular a
project supporting the maintenance
and improvement of over 2,000 km of
rural roads. In 1991, an agreement was
reached with the EU for a grant of
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nearly 70 million ECU for the loss of
Cameroon's export earnings for cocoa
and coffee (mainly due to the sharp fall
in world prices and the structural weak-
nesses in production). One of the spe-
cific actions for the 1991 agreement
was to assist with rural roads used
principally to collect coffee and cocoa
from the small farms in which it is
grown. These roads largely coincide
with the areas in which Cameroon's
rain forests are found. The activities of
the project in Haute Nyong Department
is of particular significance, as it is an
area that is being opened up to logging
companies, and includes the ecologi-
cally sensitive route between Abong
Mbang and Lomié. The area also con-
tains what is thought to be one of the
highest densities of Baka pygmies in
Cameroon, of whom about 3,000 are
thought to live in the vicinity of Lomie.

Part of the EU project includes
approximately 54 km of the Abong
Mbang-Lomié road (which was origi-
nally built in 1927), specifically the sec-
tion between Ampiel and Lomié. The
last 10 km of the road borders the Dja

Redrawn from Regenwald Report 3/1998

Biosphere Reserve (where another EU
funded project — ECOFAC —is attempt-
ing to help protect the forests' bio-
diversity) and has increased acces-
sibility to the eastern side of the pro-
tected area.

Logging activities

In 1993, the African Development
Bank refused funding for the rehabilita-
tion of this same road, having con-
ducted an EIA which showed that the
project would have detrimental envi-
ronmental and social impacts to the
rain forest and its inhabitants. Only
then, it appears, did the Cameroon
Government request funding from the
EU. Despite the existence of a full and
thorough EIA, showing the project's
likely impacts, the EU approved finan-
cial support for it, apparently ignoring
their own Environment Manual and the
Project Cycle Management manual in
the process. Research conducted by
the Rainforest Foundation into the en-
vironmental and social impacts of the
project, one year after the road had
been completed, found that:

— There had not been adequate con-
sultation with local peoples and com-
munities,

— There had been an increase in log-
ging activities,

— In early 1998, the site for a new
sawmill was established near Lomié.
Preparation involved the destruction of
a Baka village inhabited by 200 people.

Photo: Karl Ammann
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— There has been an increase in
poaching and a rise in the number of
hunting camps in the Dja Reserve.
27 camps up to 50 km inside the
reserve have been observed. The
amount of wild game killed in the area
is estimated at about 10 t/week.

— There has been an increase in the
amount of dust in the air, causing both
respiratory problems and damaging
crops adjacent to the roadside.

— Overall, according to the Rainforest
Foundation's survey, the local popula-
tion thought that the negative impacts
outweighed the positive.

Other NGOs have also visited the
area since the road was completed and
confirm the dramatic increase in log-
ging, poaching and hunting. The World
Bank — which recently described the
Abong Mbang—Lomie route as a pure
and simple logging road — visited the
project area in March 1997, only a few
months after the improvements to the
road had been completed. They found
that the road now included a high pro-
portion of overloaded logging trucks
and had already deteriorated. It thus
still presented a major hazard to ordi-
nary road users and constrains the ac-
cess of the people of the region to mar-
kets and services, i.e. precisely those
people the EU-funded road was sup-
posed to benefit.

In early 1999, the EU will put for-
ward another road maintenance pro-
gram for approval (55 million ECU), the
framework for which has been the
World Bank supported Cameroon
Transport Sector Project. The EU itself
has not conducted an EIA but relied on
a sector environmental assessment
conducted by the World Bank. Despite
requests for information by the Rainfor-
est Foundation regarding this project
(for example, the precise location of
roads that the EU will finance), this has
been denied. As the Rainforest Foun-
dation discovered during its investiga-
tion into the EU's aid program, a veil
of secrecy still surrounds much of the
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When Karl Ammann visited the
region between Abong Mbang and
Lomié in August 1998, he took this
photo of a gorilla group that had
been slaughtered during one night.
Commercial hunters provide all
kinds of bushmeat including go-
rillas to the employees of timber
companies logging in this area.

European Commission's work. Re-
quests from the Rainforest Foundation
for project documentation were usually
denied. Copies of ElAs were refused,
despite requests under the Commis-
sion's own Code of Conduct on access
to documents, which sets out a require-
ment on the part of the Commission to
provide such information on request.

Conclusions and
Recommendations
The EU lags behind other donors in its
consideration of the environmental and
social impacts of its projects. New
roads, or the rehabilitation of existing
ones, is well known to facilitate in-
creased economic activity and provide
access to illegal hunting and poaching.
The impacts in Cameroon were pre-
dictable, and predicted by the African
Development Bank; nevertheless, the
EU proceeded to fund the project.
Various initiatives have been imple-
mented to prevent illegal hunting and
poaching around the Dja Reserve; as

part of the EU's ECOFAC program,
teams have been deployed as part of
this process. However, laws to protect
local wildlife are easily circumvented
often with the assistance of loggers
and logging trucks.

Thus, the EU needs to ensure that
its own procedures, designed to en-
sure an adequate environmental and
social quality, are applied and imple-
mented to the highest standards. Envi-
ronmental and social impact assess-
ments should be routinely conducted
and projects should not be approved
until the necessary assessments have
been undertaken and the recommen-
dations and mitigatory measures have
been implemented.

To enable local people, communi-

ties, NGOs and other 'stakeholders' to
have a chance to play a meaningful
role in projects, they need access to
information about the Commission's
projects, preferably from the earliest
stages of project design. Documents
such as project identification, the feasi-
bility study, impact assessment, and
the financial proposal should be open
for consultation before projects are
given approval. ElAs conducted by
other agencies, such as the World
Bank, are routinely available to inter-
ested stakeholders before the project
is even submitted for approval.
This is a summary of an investigation
by Tim Rice for the Rainforest Founda-
tion. The complete report Out of Com-
mission is available on the Rainforest
Foundation's website at http:/lwww.
rainforestfoundationuk.org

The organization can be contacted
at this address:

The Rainforest Foundation UK
City Cloisters

188 Old Street

London EC1V 9FR

Great Britain

Tel.: +44 171 251 6345

Fax: +44 171 251 4969
rainforestuk@gn.apc.org
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Press) 1998. 288 pages, 38 illustra-
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Primate Sexuality. Comparative stud-
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1998. 288 pages. Hardback, £ 37.50,
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READING

Frans B. M. de Waal
Bonobo — The Forgotten Ape. Berke-
ley/Los Angeles/London (University of
California Press) 1997.
The subtitle reveals the author's inten-
tion, which is to prove the uniqueness
of bonobos. De Waal substantiates his
ode to the ape species which was de-
scribed as the last with up-to-date sci-
entific information. He makes interest-
ing comparisons to his own scientific
work on chimps; his study of the differ-
ent social structures will definitely clear
up any remaining doubts about the
position of the 'small chimpanzee'.
Many theories and hypotheses are dis-
cussed regarding the behaviour as well
as the evolution of the most striking
feature of this primate: female domi-
nance in a male-philopatric society.
Explanations for this, based on pro-
longed sexual attractiveness, as final
counter strategy to infanticidal males,
give interesting points for further dis-
cussions and research. Zoo and field
research results are excitingly illus-
trated; interviews with the correspond-
ing scientists provide additional in-
sights. Special interest is given to
sexual behaviour — the term is some-
what misleading because proximate
reproduction is often not intended.
Every chapter is impressively accom-
panied by expressive photos of the fa-
mous Frans Lanting. This attractively
designed book will interest both lay-
men and scientific readers.

Iris Weiche

Carla Litchfield
Treading Lightly. Responsible tour-
ism with the African great apes. Fore-
word by Jane Goodall. Adelaide (Trav-
ellers Medical and Vaccination Centre)
1998. 48 pages.

In this booklet tourists are intro-
duced to gorillas and chimpanzees and
to the sites where they can be visited in
Uganda. By explaining the rules for
tourists who visit the apes, Carla Litch-
field tries to sensitize the visitors to the

apes' behaviour and the problems of
their conservation. Monies raised from
the sale of the booklet will go to great
ape projects in Uganda.

It can be ordered through the pub-
lisher's website: http://www.tmvc.com.
au and enquiries can be made to Emily
Fewster at the following e-mail ad-
dress: efewster@tmvc.com.au. It costs
Australian $ 7.95 + postage (Australian
$ 3 for one copy by air mail).

News from the Internet

A web site for those who are interested
in the political situation in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo is Congonline
(http://www.congonline.com).

A collection of links can be found on
the Nifty primate-related web sites by
Robert Lewis at http://users.nye.net/
~macaque/primatewebsites1.htm.

Primate-Science

After closing down Primate-Talk, the
Wisconsin Regional Primate Research
Center has opened the new e-mail dis-
cussion forum Primate-Science. It is
restricted to the international primato-
logical research community. Primate-
Science is open to staff at research-
based primate centres and laborato-
ries as well as to people in academic
institutions or zoos who are doing pri-
mate research. The purpose of the list-
serve is to provide a factual, science-
based exchange of ideas and informa-
tion about non-human primates. As
they relate to primatology, the topics
covered are: biomedical research, pri-
mate conservation, primate husbandry
and enrichment, veterinary medicine,
zoo research and field research.

To participate in Primate-Science,
an e-mail address is necessary. Fill in
the application form at http://www.
primate.wisc.edu/pin/ps/pscientry.
html or request an application form by
sending a message containing sub-
scribe primate-science to primate-
science-request@primate.wisc.edu.
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Activities of BRD popular at an information stall during Journal 11,389 DM
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Thanks to the involvement of Dr.
and Mrs. Czeska and the Zoological

Society of Saarbriicken, our rain forest A NEW SAFARI ALTERNATIVE
exhibition can be seen in the ape Mgahinga Safari Lodge is a new luxury lodge, perched at the tip of insula jutting into the waters of
house of the Saarbriicken Zoo. Some o . L ads 2 e

Lake Mutanda, in southwestern Uganda. The lodge is the ideal setting from which to track the mountain
gorilla in nearby Mgahinga Gorilla National Park; venture deep into Bwindi Impenetrable Forest; search for

items can be bought at the gift shop.

BRD also set up an information stall savannah antelope in Lake Mburo National Park; or visit Lake Bunyonyi — renowned as the ‘lake of little
during the zoo's 'Open House Day'. For | birds and sweet water fish'.

this occasion. Dorothea Gierra. who is The lodge complex consists of a main building — which houses the reception, restaurant, lounge and
Sl char,ge o7 due activi:[ies i bar — and six spacious, twin-bedded tents. All equipment at the lodge is of the highest European standard.

: : S ; The tents are en suite, with hot showers and flush toilets, and have continental quilts and pillows. Soft
young gorilla friends, designed an in- drinks and laundry service are provided. The restaurant serves a high standard of continental and

formation sheet on mountain gorillas traditional cuisine accompanied by a selection of local and international wines and spirits.
for children (in German) and a colour-
ing sheet. Both were well received.

; Niedermeier Verwaltungs- und Touristik GmbH Mgahinga Safari Lodge
However, the absolute hit among the i :

' Ammerseestrasse 35 a, D-82396 Paehl/Germany PO BOX 7200, Kampala, Uganda
youngsters was our choice of monkey Tel: 49-8808 91009 Fax:49-8808-1326

stamps which were used to decorate e-mail: NiedermTou@aol.de
paper and hands. This was also very

For further information contact:

Tel: 256-41 258492
Fax: 256-41 232111
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Order form

Size: XL. Special price: US$ 10.

T o R

Set of primate stamp postcards (4 picture postcards). US$ 4. Number l:l
[] Gorilla hip pocket (see photo). US$ 15.

[] Key chain with BRD logo. Covered with silver. US$ 15.

T-shirts with BRD Logo. 100% cotton, beige, print green and black.
Sizes: M — L. US$ 25 (see photo)

SOS T-shirts. 100% cotton, gray, print red and black.

Baseball caps. Green with BRD logo in black (see photo). US$ 10

Picture postcards. US$ 1 per piece

Number with feeding Rwandan gorilla by Gabriele Holzinger
Number with mountain gorilla by Markus Weiss

Number with Mushamuka (Kahuzi-Biega National Park)
Number with Bwindi gorilla mother and young

Sets with 20 postcards (10 Mushamuka, 10 Bwindi). US$ 15.

All prices include postage and shipment. Please send a cheque together with your order.

Name and address

Subscription to the Gorilla Journal

If you become a member, you will receive the journal regularly. If you want to subscribe without becoming a
member, we would be grafeful if you could make a donation to cover our costs. The costs to send the journal
overseas are abut US$ 20. Please send your application with a cheque to Rolf Brunner (address below).

Declaration of Membership

Starting with the following date

Yearly subscription (please mark)

US$ 25 (Student)
[] US$ 75 (General member)
[1 US$ 120 (Family)
[] uUs$ 180 (Donor)

Please send to:
Rolf Brunner

Berggorilla & Regenwald Direkthilfe
Lerchenstr. 5

45473 Muelheim, Germany
Fax +49-208-7671605

Bank account:

Berggorilla & Regenwald Direkthilfe
Account number 353 344 315
Stadtsparkasse Muelheim, Germany
Bank code number 362 500 00



REMEMBER THE FIRST TIME
YOU WERE TOLD GOOD NEWS

More than 70 years of experience in Africa and more than 60 years of
scheduled services.

Already in the early twenties, Sabena built up an Intra-African network. The
first flight with a three-engined Handley-Page started from Brussels to Kinshasa,
the former Leopoldville, in February 1925. It took, however, ten more years
until regular services were introduced on this route and thus connected the
European and the African Networks.

“Out of Africa” — Sabena takes you along on 35 flights a week serving
21 African destinations.

Today, Sabena links, via its Brussels hub, more than 140 cities in Europa,
America and Asia to 21 destinations in Africa, from Casablanca in the North
to Cape Town in the South and from Dakar in the West to Nairobi in the East.
Excellent connections and a modern fleet, on longhaul flights Airbus A330,

Airbus A340, Boeing 747-300 and Boeing 767-300, offer passengers short
flying times and high comfort.

For more information and reservations please contact your travel agent or
Sabena (phone Brussels: 02/723.23.23, Germany: 0180/525.85.20).

/5 — O
e enjoy our company Sabena



